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PHS Sports Special Edition
The PHS Field Hockey Team
dominated again in 2010. See more
on page xx

Dennis Conley and Dominique
Agnew enhanced the seasonal
spirit through their music at the
PACC Holiday Party. See more
Family Album on page 2.

The Girls’ Volleyball Team was
Maryland Class 2A West Region
Champion for 2010. See more
pictures on page xx.

The Monocacy Monocle
and PHS Falcons thank
Blanton Studios of Rockville,
Maryland for the use of the
official team photographs.

Special Edition
Tribute to
Poolesville High
School’s Fall
Sports Season
Once again, the Monocle is
pleased to provide this special
sports appreciation edition
dedicated to the athlete-scholars of Poolesville High School,
the teachers, coaches, administrators, and especially, to the
parents of the Poolesville High
School Booster Club. We hope
our readers enjoy this pictorial
tribute, and we give special
thanks to Tom Amiot for his
talented contribution of most
of the action shots included in
each team’s section. We also
thank Jeff Stuart and Hilary
Schwab for their pictorial contributions as well.
Sports programs are built
by teams of many people working together, and we want to
recognize Athletic Director Ed
Ross for his leadership and
for the following observation
about this past fall season,
acknowledgement of some
individual achievements,
and gratitude to Coach Steve
Orsini for his dedication to the
school’s football program.
From AD Ed Ross:
The fall of 2010 was another productive sports season
for Poolesville High School,
and, in more ways than one,
we moved closer to our goal
to make our sports program
the best in the state. Not every
season brings with it championships, but we had a few of
those; in not every season does
a school have Washington Post
All Met players, but in this one
we did. Not every school has
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Will There Be a
New Owner for
Poole Store?
By Kristen Milton

Ed Ross
the opportunity to renovate
its athletic facilities making it
one of the best in the state, but
last fall we did, Poolesville is
quickly becoming the place to
be in Montgomery County, in
many more ways than one.
In highlighting the fall, we
congratulate our division-winning field hockey, girls’ tennis,
and volleyball teams; and we
congratulate our MPSSAA
region champion volleyball
team, as well. And, yes, you
heard it right, Poolesville has
a first team Washington Post All
Metropolitan player in volleyball. Congratulations to Paige
Sekerak! As well, Lauren Rocco
made Honorable Mention All
Met in volleyball and Amy Defnet Honorable Mention All Met
in field hockey. Joining these
players in post-season honors,
football players Jonah Hessels,
Chris Oyer, Kevin Connor,
Vadym Michalowshi, Henry
Mangold, Ben Pyser, Andrew
Mlynarczyk, and Darryl Lang
were all selected as All League.
Additionally, the Gazette
has selected the All-County
Volleyball Team for the 2010
-Continued on Page 13.

As the deadline approaches for the decades-old
Poole Store to close its doors,
county officials have declared
their commitment to keep
a business operating at the
location.
JoAnn Poole Clements
said a petition asking the
county to keep “a farm store”
at the River Road site owned
by Montgomery Parks had
garnered 133 signatures there
by December 16 and would
continue collecting until the
December 31 expiration of the
current lease.
The drive was started by
customer Laura Beck of Potomac. Copies of the petition
were also available at the Surrey Saddlery in Darnestown
and Callithea Farm Horse
Boarding in Potomac.
In a separate campaign,
an email from Carol Rae Hansen of Equine Therapy Associates encouraged residents
to contact county officials to
keep the store open, citing
both its value to the agricultural community and the
threat of vandalism and deterioration should the historic
building, built in 1901, and its
adjacent house, built in 1855,
become vacant.
The Poole family has run
the store since 1965 when
Raymond Poole took over
from the Allnutt family. According to a historic marker
out front, the store, also
-Continued From Page 3.
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Michael Shapiro, Maggie
Nightingale, Jeff Stempler, and
Malcolm Brown all agree that
the PACC Holiday Party at Four
Streams Country Club was a
fabulous success.
A scene from Hope Garden
Children’s Ballet Theatre
holiday performance of
Noel Notes. The public
accolades from the
standing room only crowd
has resulted in a possible
two-night performance
scheduled for next year.
(Photograph Courtesy of
Paolo Galli.)

Nun Ani Samia of Kunzang Paylul
Choling Buddist Temple shared the
fun of Santa Claus at their recent
Winter Festival.
’Tis the season for company parties. Chris
and Mary Lu Jones (center left) of Jones
Premium Builders and Remodelers, Inc.
entertained at Bassett’s Restaurant.
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“Poole Store” Continued From
Page 1.
known as Seneca Store, is the
oldest continuously-operating
general store in the county.
The public outcry seems
to have had effect. Less than a
week after saying there were no
plans for the store, a Montgomery Parks press release said the
department will be looking for
a new tenant. “We have already
been approached by several
individuals interested in leasing the property,” Facilities
Management Chief John Nissel
is quoted in the release.
There will be a gap in operations, however, as the county
plans to inspect and repair the
site before a new tenant moves
in. In addition, the release
states, a public meeting will be
scheduled in 2011 to discuss the
community’s needs and recommendations.
“Montgomery Parks remains committed to preserving
the historical integrity and active use of the site,” the release
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says.
Calls to the department for
comment were not immediately
returned.
Three of Raymond Poole’s
children, including Clements,
are the store’s only employees.
Clements said they are hoping
to see Calvin Day of Farm and
Home in Germantown take
over the location.
“He has offered us jobs
since we know the community,” Clements said. “With our
parents’ health, we’d kind of
like to wrap up our part in the
store.”
Business has been declining
for several years, she said, and
the store is behind on its rent;
however, Clements said expressions of support and sympathy
have poured in as word of the
closing spread among customers. “It’s very touching…
They come in crying; it’s like
a wake around here before the
funeral.”
Steve Goldberg, a customer
of the store and past president
of Historic Medley District, said
the county would be poor stew-
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Santa and Mrs. Claus may have made their final visit to Poole General
Store in Seneca.
ards if they allowed the store to
be shuttered.
Goldberg said outdated
business practices hurt business
at the store, which sells animal
and gardening supplies as well
as food and other staples, but
he believed the location could
still be viable even in the current economy since the nearest competitor is miles away.

“To have a feed store that sells
Southern States [farm supplies]
would be big or anyone to sell
feed; I don’t want to go to Germantown,” he said.
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Cross country

2010 PHS Varsity
Coed Cross
Country Team
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Girls’ soccer

boys’ soccer
2010 PHS Varsity Girls’ Soccer Team

2010 PHS Varsity Boys’
Soccer Team

2010 PHS Junior Varsity
Boys’ Soccer Team

2010 PHS Junior Varsity Girls’
Soccer Team
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Football

2010 PHS Varsity Football
Team

2010 PHS Junior Varsity
Football Team
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Field Hockey

2010 PHS Varsity Field
Hockey Team

2010 PHS Junior
Varsity Field
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tennis and golf

2010 PHS Girls’ Varsity
Tennis Team

2010 PHS Varsity Golf
Team
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Volleyball

2010 PHS Girls’ Varsity Volleyball
Team

2010 PHS Girls’ Junior Varsity
Volleyball Team
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Winter sports preview
Winter Sports
Warming Up at
PHS
By Jeff Stuart and
Dominique Agnew

Last year, the Poolesville Falcons boys' basketball (14-8) team
fell to Walkersville in double
overtime in the West Region title
game, 74-67, despite forty-one
combined points between fouryear varsity players Kevin Baker
and Brendan McFall. Both McFall
and Baker have graduated.
They averaged more than fifteen
points per game and anchored
the team for much of their time
at Poolesville. Some are looking
for a big drop off for Tom Lang's
2010-2011 team—but not so fast.
There are seven seniors on this
year's squad. Derrick Miller (G,
6’-4”), Dylan Wohnhas (G/F,
6’-4”) and Zach Zapata (C, 6’-4”)
have plenty of experience and
size. They combined to average
twenty points per game last year.
"These guys have got to get used
to being the first or second option, not the third or fourth option. ... Among them, they have
eleven years on varsity,” says
Coach Lang. Josh Mayer (6’-3”),
DeAndre Parrott (5’-11”), and
Jon Newberry (6’-1”) will also
contribute. Newcomer, Anthony
Papagjika, a freshman guard, has
already made his presence felt,
scoring fifteen points in the December 7 season opener against
Jewish Day School, complementing nineteen by Miller and eleven
by Zapata in a 58-49 win. He
scored eleven on December 10 at
Blake. Miller had twenty-one and
Zapata, nineteen, as the Falcons
pulled away from the Bengals
in the fourth quarter, scoring
twenty-seven points, in a 67-54
win.
Sophomore point guard
Kirby Carmack scored six points
against both Jewish Day and
Blake. Senior R. J. King, juniors
Erik Jansson, Zach Sneed, and
Dylan Bourque, and freshman
Andy Baker will compete for
playing time. So far, PHS is off to

a 2-0 start. They lost to Blake at
home in the second game of the
year last season. They were 1-1
after two games in 2008-2009.
The Poolesville girls' basketball team is also off to a quick
2-0 start. "I’m optimistic about
our season,” says Head Coach
Fred Swick. “A lot of our kids
have worked hard in the off
season. Some of the other schools
were senior-dominated last
year. Those players graduated.”
Guards, Kelly Hughes (5'-6") and
Kelsey Carnahan (5'-8"), and forward, Jocelyn Bodmer (5'-7"), will
all get significant playing time.
They combined to average 12.6
points per game last season. “Our
point guard is senior Katelyn
Keese (5'-6"),” continues Swick.
“Lindsay Poss was our leading
scorer last year. She has worked
hard at her game. We have about
ninety-five percent of our scoring capacity from last year back.
We have enough height to hold
our own. I don't see size as being
a factor one way or the other.”
With a well-balanced team, Swick
plans to develop team chemistry.
“We have some good guard play.
We have some decent outside
shooters. We have some good
passers. We are working hard on
team defense,” he explains. “I try
to develop eight or nine kids that
can play—that you can rely on at
any time—to develop a bench.”
With a well-rounded team, other
teams can’t think to stop one
player, then stop Poolesville.
“We want a number of people to
be capable of scoring in double
figures each night. Junior center
Patti Maloney (5’-11”) another of
last year's standouts should be
a regular contributor. Forward
Holly Chittenden is a key senior
(7.6 points per game last year).
Forward Sahara Saasta (5'-11")
and center Kelley Johnson (5'-10")
also return to the court for their
final season.”
Hughes led the scoring with
twenty-one points against Tuscarora in the opener. Poss had fifteen. Chittenden and Keese had
seven apiece. Against Blake at
home, Poss had seventeen, Chittenden, ten, Bodmer and Keese,

six. To advance in the state tournament, the Falcons will have to
score more. “The state tournament games are in the sixties and
seventies,” says Swick.
“Swimmers to watch are Diana Hansen, tenth grade, Xavier
Laracuente, ninth grade, Cameron Mackail, twelfth grade, and
Matthew Liu, eleventh grade.”
says Head Swim and Dive Coach
Jonathan Leong. The diver to
watch is senior Siobhan Kibbey.
“Our boys have gained lots of
depth and a large addition in the
freshman class. I hope they will
be able to add to what looks like
a very competitive boys’ division
in Division 2. They are ready for
the challenge, and it should be
fun watching them race this year.
Our girls are looking to continue
the success they have had over
the past. We realize we have lost
some strong swimmers (Cara
Chuang—four-time champion in
the 100 back and four-time finalist in the 200 back at the Metropolitan Swimming and Diving
Championship—has graduated),
but we have had several other
girls step up and fill the spots
and look to become the new leaders of the team.”
Poolesville wrestling is
rebuilding with a young lineup.
After graduating seven seniors
from last year’s team, the Falcons knew they had a lot of
holes to fill. This year’s team is
very young but is working hard
and looking to match or even
improve upon the success they
have had the past three years,

earning a spot in the dual meet
championship for 1A/2A schools.
The team got off to a great start
beating Rockville in their opening
match, 69-12. They also placed
fifth out of fifteen teams at their
first tournament of the year, the
Titan Thunder tournament at
Tuscarora. The team placed six
wrestlers, including junior Robert
Winning and sophomore Cody
Dorsey, who each placed second
place at the tournament. This was
an improvement over the seventh
place finish a year ago. The team
has one freshman, seven sophomores and two juniors in the varsity lineup. Four seniors, including state qualifier and captain
Cody Savage, captain Rob Geyer,
Jeffrey Carpenter, and Henry
Mangold, help lead the Falcons.
“We are going to get better as the
season goes on, and by the end of
the season, I don’t think there will
be too many teams that will want
to wrestle us,” says coach Kevin
Dorsey.
All the indoor track meets
are at the Prince George’s Sports
Complex. There are developmental meets on December 22 and 29.
The Montgomery Invitational is
on January 8, 2011, and the MCPS
Championships are on January
24.
The head coach is Mike
Trumbull. Girls to watch are
Elizabeth Holmstead in the 400m,
Megan Gerdes in the 3200m, and
Caryn Thompson in the 800m
and 3200m.
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Local News
IWLA: Making a
Difference
By Chantal Agnew

Editor’s Note: This is the first
article in a series of four that PHS
Global Ecology Studies Program
senior, Chantal Agnew, is writing for her senior project. She has
chosen to focus her series on the
Izaak Walton League of America
for its dedication to preserving
the environment.
Going green covers a wide
variety of different definitions,
whether that means driving more
efficient cars, recycling, or using
fluorescent light bulbs instead of
regular ones, but all of these ideas
are geared towards one thing:
benefitting the environment by reducing our own personal carbon
footprint. All around us, efforts
are being started to make people
more eco-conscious; however,
right in the area, there’s been an
organization setting an environmentally-friendly example for
decades.
Since 1935, the BethesdaChevy Chase Chapter of the Isaak
Walton League of America has
been centered in Poolesville just
off of West Willard Road. It is one
of the largest of six-hundred-plus
chapters in the U.S. with over one
thousand members. Their cause
is noble and just as they strive “to
conserve, maintain, protect, and
restore the soils, forest, water,
and other natural resources of the
United States and other lands; to
promote means and opportunities for the education of the public
with respect to such resources
and their enjoyment for wholesome utilization.” Members of the
organization come from all walks
of life and have their own value
to add to the program: doctors,
lawyers, ornithologists, farmers,
students, military, government
employees, and basically anyone
who is interested in the conservation and preservation of the integrity of the environment. Isaak
Walton himself was a linen draper
and an author known primarily
as the writer of The Complete Angler, or the Contemplative Man’s
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Recreation, published in 1653.
The book was largely concerned
about the concept of conservation
of streams in wildlife and observing nature and the outdoors.
I had the opportunity to meet
Steven Schwartz, the second vice
president and conservation education chairman of the club, and he
was willing to tell me more about
what the Isaak Walton League
does to meet its mission. On their
573-acre farm, the Isaak Walton
League members do their best
work to try and set an example for
others. They demonstrate proper
ways to manage soil, water, woodlands, fields, and wildlife. For
instance, the Isaak Walton League
restores old farmland and tries to
aid succession by planting trees
to try and accelerate the natural
process. They even have a Hunter
Safety Course to promote hunting
as an effective wildlife resource
management tool. They realize
the importance of maintaining
biodiversity and making sure that
the population of species such as
deer reflects the carrying capacity for that area, and they utilize
the skill of hunting to make sure
that populations are at a healthy
balance in their environment. The
Isaak Walton League sponsors
events for members such as Appalachian Trail hikes, plant and bird
identification, removal of invasive
plant species, maintenance of
natural trails, upholding of ponds
and streams, and many more similar activities. Additionally, they
work with programs such as the
Global Ecology Studies Program
at Poolesville High School to reach
out to students, aid in their education, and to show the students the
actual application of what they’re
learning about in the classroom.
The fact that they provide handson experience to people who are
willing to learn, helps spread the
idea of environmental friendliness.
Those people can then apply their
knowledge on their own properties or share with friends to help
spread healthy methods in dealing
with the environment.
The best way to help save the
environment is to actually go out
and do what the Isaak Walton
League has been doing for over
seventy years: making an active
difference in the environment.
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“Coach Ross” Continued From
Page 1.
season. Poolesville had four
players honored. Paige Sekerak
was named to the First Team
for a third consecutive year and
was joined on the first team this
season by Lauren Rocco. Alayna
Hendrix was named to the second team, and Sarah Kenneweg
received honorable mention
and is the only freshman on this
year’s list of honorees.
In cross country, senior Eric
Holmstead received first team
honors capped by top-eight
finishes in all three post-season
meets. For the girls, freshman
Chelsie Pennello received honorable mention.
The fall sports season concluded with a solemn announcement shortly before Thanksgiving as our head football coach,
Steve Orsini, decided to stand
down after five seasons as one of
the hardest-working coaching in
MCPS. As we wish him the best,
we also look to the future as we
pursue some of the best football
coaches in the state to take over
our football program.
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Commercial Display

Morningstar

Welding, LLC

COMMERCIAL, FARMING, &
RESIDENTIAL WELDING
We service snow plows

301-349-2702

17612 Elgin Road – Poolesville
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