Funk Makes U.S. National Team 
By Dominique Agnew

“It’s a good feeling when you get to represent your country in anything,” says Poolesville’s Josh Funk, and he’s excited to have been selected to the U.S. National Men’s Lacrosse Team and to have the opportunity to represent the U.S. throughout the world.
When we last caught up with Funk, he had just graduated from Ohio State, where, as a senior captain, he led the team to its first NCAA tournament win, and he had just gone professional, having been selected in the second round of the 2008 National Lacrosse League (NLL) entry draft to play for the Chicago Shamrox. His professional career was to take place on the weekends where, like most players, he would fly in, practice with the team, play a game, and fly home—for Funk, home was Baltimore where he was attending the University of Maryland at Baltimore Physical Therapy School working towards his doctorate. 
Fast forward to the present day, and Funk did play professionally; however, the Chicago Shamrox team folded just as his first season as a professional player was about to begin. As a rookie, Funk felt a little nervous about his prospects but was fortunate to get picked up by the Minnesota Swarm, for whom he is beginning his third season this year. Funk is also finishing his doctorate program—he’ll very soon be Dr. Funk—and will soon have the convenience of living in Minnesota while he does two internships near to where he will be practicing and playing. “It works out nicely,” he says.

This past summer, he was honored to have been invited to try out for the U.S. National Men’s Lacrosse Team. In all, forty players were invited to try out for the team. From those forty, eighteen were selected for the main team, and sixteen were chosen for the reserve team. Of those sixteen, five will be selected in February to travel with the main team to the World Indoor Lacrosse Championship at Telsa Arena in Prague, Czech Republic in May 2011. “I did not make the eighteen-man original travel roster, but I did make the reserve…to that team,” says Funk. Like the World Cup of soccer, the World Indoor Lacrosse Championship takes place only every four years, and 2011 will be the third championship ever. During the one-week tournament, the U.S. National Team will face Australia, Canada, the Czech Republic, England, Finland, Ireland, and the Iroquois Nationals. This past summer, the U.S. team won the Outdoor Lacrosse Championship.
The tryouts took place this past September in New Jersey over a three-day weekend consisting of intersquad scrimmages. After Josh made the first cut, he again competed in U.S. intersquad scrimmages in Baltimore in October. “It went very well,” he said about competing, noting the high level of talent present. “You just hope you can go out and give it your best…you hope to represent your country at the world games.”
Tom Ryan, coach of the U.S. National team and coach of the Boston Blazers, has been familiar with Josh’s playing and potential as team contributor. He first met Josh at the 2008 draft and saw that Josh stood out as one of the top right-hand defenders. “When I think about him as a player, he’s very aggressive—which is a good thing,” says Ryan. “His personality definitely stands out,” he continued, remarking that coaches also seek players that are social and will make good teammates.

Ryan is also enthused about the prospects for the 2011 U.S. Men’s team. At the last games in Halifax, Nova Scotia in 2007, the U.S. team finished third. “The group that we have selected for this [world] games is above and beyond a better team on paper,” Ryan says. “The best indoor players in the country are on this team.”
As Funk begins his indoor season with the Swarm, he is still being watched and evaluated for placement among the reserve five that will travel to Prague. “I just have to play well over the first few games of the season,” he says. “Hopefully, I can just stay healthy and continue to play at a high level…I’m trying to make the most of the opportunity that I have…a great opportunity. Obviously, I loved playing lacrosse growing up. I played in college. I feel blessed to play around the country with some of the best players in the world.”
Funk is also a strong proponent and supporter of youth lacrosse in the Poolesville and surrounding areas. As an alumnus of Poolesville High School (class of 2004, All-American, All-Met, All-Journal, All-Gazette, and County Player of the Year), he wants to see more opportunities for local children. As it stands, many Upcounty area lacrosse players go out of town to play lacrosse. He says he’ll do what he can do to get a program started in town. “There are a lot of parents involved…a lot of feedback from parents that are interested.” Plus the support of PHS’s new athletic director, Ed Ross, helps quite a bit. With Ross’s support, Funk will again run his lacrosse camp in town. “I’m looking to bring in more counselors, more campers…to upgrade the experience,” Funk says.
