PHS Boys’ Lacrosse Rebuilding

By Jeff Stuart

“The season has gotten off to a slow start,” said Head Coach Thomas Keefe, as his team headed in to spring break, with a 0-5 mark. The team lost a tough 10-9 decision in their opener at Northwest on March 21. “We are focused hard on our upcoming division games,” says Keefe. “We are a young team that hopefully will start hitting its stride in April. Our record is a little misleading, and the stats are a little odd looking because we played in a spring tournament, and did not have all our players.” The record also may not reveal the strong showing from a few significant players: senior midfielder Jonah Hessels had eight goals and one assist in just three games; junior attackman Evan Gross started the season off well with two goals and three assists; and senior midfielder Brendan Carney also started strong with four goals, one assist, and four ground balls in just two starts. 

Defensively, the Falcons have strength, as well. “On defense, junior pole Kirby Carmack…has been a solid defender for us,” continued Coach Keefe. “Senior pole Erik Jansson…is also developing into a shut down defender; however, some of our biggest help on defense has come from junior defensive midfielder Tyler Giarratano, as well as senior goalie Chris Oyer who is in his first year of lacrosse, but has racked up forty-five saves through five games.”

In division play, after spring break, the Falcons dropped a competitive, 8-5, game at Damascus on April 11, before winning their first game at home, scoring thirteen goals on Friday, the thirteenth, dominating Wheaton, 13-1. Gross had a breakout game, scoring five first-half goals and adding two assists in the second half. Hessels had two first-half goals. Junior Connor Hogan had one in the first half. 

Hessels, who had thirty-nine goals and nineteen assists as a sophomore, and was the team's leading scorer last season, remains positive. “It's a lot different than my past two years,” said Hessels. “Last year, we graduated nine of our ten starters, so this year we obviously had to coach up a lot of players to get them ready for the season. I think that is why we had such a rough start, but we are really coming together as a team now. We are starting to play off each other. We are beginning to know what we are all going to do during a game, and I think that is going to show up the rest of the season. It was just tough to get started.” His favorite game this year? “Damascus, that's a big rival, and we knew that if we came out playing we could do well against them. It's especially important because they are in the division, and we play them again later this season (that game took place at home on May 2). We lost, but we outhustled them. I was happy with that. If we get a couple more shots to fall, we can definitely beat them.” Jonah's favorite lacrosse moment? “My first game, freshman year. I made varsity and I was terrified for the first home game [against Churchill]. I don't know how—I got lucky, but I got the first goal of our season. All the seniors were congratulating me. It was awesome.” Hessels played football in the fall and received Honorable Mention from the Gazette. He plans to continue his lacrosse career next year at Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Carney earned second team All-Gazette honors in soccer last fall and played basketball in the winter. “We are definitely rebuilding,” said Carney. “In the past few years, we have been pretty good. So far we are not doing as well, but we are getting better.” His favorite game this year? “I joined the team later than Jonah and Evan. I enjoyed the scrimmage against Paint Branch, but as a team, it seems like the Northwest game. That was a really close game.” His favorite sports moment at Poolesville? “Going deep into the playoffs in soccer. That was a lot of fun.” The Falcons made it to the region soccer final last fall. 

“We knew going into the Wheaton game that we would do well against them,” said Gross, “so I went in with a higher confidence than in other games. I knew that I was going to get a lot of attention because we were really going to work on what we had been practicing.” Evan played four years of junior lacrosse in the Montgomery Village program. He wrestled in his freshman year, then he changed his focus to lacrosse. 
Lacrosse attracts a number of multi-sport athletes. Nikolay Henze, Charles Lyles, Carmack, Jannson, Connor Kenly, Giarratano, Oyer, and Niko Michaels also played football in the fall. Carmack, Michaels, Hogan, and Jannson played basketball. 

