PHS Softball 2012

True Grit and Another Division Title
By Jeff Stuart
Despite losing star senior pitcher Patti Maloney (torn ACL) just before spring practice, the Falcons softball team persevered. Junior Jennifer Haller (twenty-nine strikeouts) and sophomore Madison LaManna (twenty-six strikeouts) got lots of pitching experience they might not otherwise have gotten. Poolesville finished 9-8, overall, and 5-0 in the division. A mid-season five-game winning streak buoyed the PHS season effort. An 11-6 win at Watkins Mill on April 25 clinched the fourth straight division title for Head Coach Laurie Wohnhas's squad. 
In the top of the first, Alexa Raines walked, and third baseman junior Essence Scott blasted a run scoring a double. Watkins Mill scored two in their half of the inning and two more in the home second to take a 4-1 lead, but the top the fourth featured two Falcon home runs, and the game belonged to the Falcons. Junior Julia Duncan singled, and shortstop junior Kelsey Carnahan  belted a homerun over the left field fence. Raines and Scott added back-to-back singles, and first baseman senior Amy Defnet smashed a homerun over the fence to give the Falcons a five-run inning and a 6-4 lead. The Falcons added another run at the top of the fifth. Junior Kelly Hughes walked, and senior Jenny Patton sacrificed Hughes over to second. Carnahan doubled to drive Hughes home. 
The Wolverines threatened in the sixth, but a brilliant catch by outfielder Duncan robbed WMHS’s Maria Sanchez of a home run to stop the rally. Junior Sarah Beautz, Hughes, Duncan, and Carnahan all crossed the plate in the top of the seventh. Watkins Mill batters led off the bottom of the seventh with a triple and double, but LaManna, in relief of Haller, struck out the last two batters to end the rally.
The Falcons split two international tie breaker games and four one-run games. Close games, nail biters, have been a hallmark of this team the past few seasons. 
On April 12, the Falcons trailed at Seneca Valley, 9-4, in the seventh, but they touched SVHS pitcher Megan Harris, a former Falcon, for six runs to take a 10-9 lead. Raines, ignited by the rally, lined a two-strike pitch over the right fielder’s head. Scott, Defnet, and Howard all contributed hits, but Hughes's three-run double to tie the score at nine was the big hit of the inning. 
With surgery on her ACL just two days away, Patti Maloney made her only plate appearance in that seventh inning, precipitating a mound conference by Seneca. Harris, her former pitching partner, walked her. Patton was the pinch runner for Patti. She later scored on the hit by Scott. The Eagles won the game in the bottom half of the inning, but the energy from the comeback carried over. The Falcons won six of their next seven. 

On Friday, April 13, Maloney's ACL surgery went well.
Defnet and catcher junior Morgan Howard led the team in the regular season with sixteen RBI. Scott had thirteen RBI, Carnahan twelve, and Hughes ten. Scott led the team with a .518 batting average, Howard was second at .354, followed by Defnet at .327, Carnahan at .321, and Duncan at .300. Haller won six games, and Lamanna two. 
In the playoffs, the tenth-seeded Falcons outlasted the seventh seed, Winters Mill, 10-8, in the opening round. They lost a heart breaker, 3-2, at second-seeded Liberty in the second round.
Seniors Defnet and Maloney earned First Team All-Gazette honors. Carnahan earned second team mention. The core of this team returns next year. With speed on offense, and defense being a key attribute, they should be a dominant force in the county. 
