PHS Boys’ Tennis Moves toward the Top

By Jeff Stuart

“Our season so far has been very good with excellent performances from both our singles and doubles lineup,” said senior boys’ tennis team captain Sean Dao, with his team at 4-0 before the spring break. “Our first singles (Freshman Dennis Wang) has been extremely dominant with very few games lost in any of his matches so far and no sets lost. We attribute our success to hard work both off the court and on the court. Our players have been very active during the off season and have worked very hard to improve for this season. Our biggest match was against Springbrook. That was one of our tougher matches. We lost second singles. We didn't expect their first couple of singles players to be that good, but we pulled through and got a 6-1 win. Dennis pulled through 6-3-6-2. We are pointing to the Sherwood match because we lost to them last year, and that put us out of the running for division champions. Quince Orchard and Sherwood have been notoriously tough for us.” The Falcons defeated Watkins Mill, Einstein, Springbrook, and Rockville in the early going.

The Falcons returned from the break with a match at home against Quince Orchard on April 11.They were without Wang who was participating in a tournament in Los Angeles. Dao's first doubles partner was also missing that day. It was sunny but cool when the match began, and PHS seemed to be doing well. A few matches were completed, then rain and sleet forced the remainder of the match to be postponed. The match was resumed some ten days later with QO the apparent winner, though the results are in dispute due to a differing QO lineup than the one that began the match. Quince Orchard moved down to Division II last year. 

For the Falcons, Wang and junior Andy Neti are first and second singles. Senior captain Rahul Ragunathanand and junior Prateek Mechineni are third and fourth singles. Junior Cory Lathem and Vinay Sriram are first doubles. Dao and junior Neel Virdy are second doubles, while Michael Liu and Nick Kibbey are third doubles.

The Falcons won at Blake on April 12 and lost at Churchill on April 14, 6-1. Against Churchill, Dennis won a tough match in three sets against their first singles, Will Szamosszegi. Neel and Sean took Churchill’s second doubles to a second set tiebreak and lost.

PHS swept Clarksburg, 7-0, at CHS on April 20; lost to RMHS at home on April 24; and beat Sherwood at home on April 26 to move their record to 8-2. Head Coach Holly Dacek played at Churchill and the University of Arizona. 
“Dennis is looking forward to the counties and hopes to go far,” said Dao. 

