Taking Time to Paint

By Dominique Agnew
Many young people in the area (young means teens and twenties) who had the good fortune to take art at John Poole Middle School or, more recently, photography at Poolesville High School, know and love Ms. Thorne. Nori Thorne taught art at JPMS for six years where many of her students garnered acclaim for their works. At PHS, where she taught AP art history, photography, and digital art for three years before retiring at the end of last year, the success of her students was palpable.
Next to the role of teacher—“I miss it terribly,” she says—and before that, graphic artist, she is, of course, an artist, always trying to get in a sketch alongside the students when she could. “I didn’t do much art while teaching,” she confides. She just didn’t have the time. In the summer, she did her Pueblo pottery pieces, firing pottery in a large pit in her backyard (Do any of you remember digging holes in the soccer field at JPMS [under Mr. Sacco’s reign] to fire your Pueblo pottery?). Read about Nori Thorne at JPMS in “At the Whim of the Fire,” Monocacy Monocle, February 11, 2005. If you can’t find your well-read copy, it can be found online at monocacymonocle.com.
Now that Nori has tons of free time, she’s devoting herself to painting, sort of. “Every day, I force myself,” she explains, “it’s my job, to do something.” She makes it a point to either draw, paint, or work on the business aspect of life as an artist, either marketing or computer work. “I try to spend four hours a day painting or building a website.” Sometimes her time is spent thinking, planning, walking, or kayaking to places to see. 
Nori’s business aim leans towards the establishment of herself as a portrait painter. This must be in her genes, as she has vivid memories of sitting for her mother, a portrait artist. “The children always had to pose,” she recollects. The kids wanted to watch television while sitting, but her mother would say, “No, it (watching television) gives you a stupid expression.” Indeed.
“People might think it’s vain to commission a portrait,” Nori says, “but it’s not.” In this modern-day world of people incessantly photographing themselves to post onto an online tome of visages (Facebook), the portrait captures nuances and characteristics of a subject in a dignified manner. The portrait genre reveals something about the personality. “If you have a portrait done, you have to [undergo] scrutiny.” The portrait requires one hundred percent observation on the part of the artist: the face, the bone structure. “There’s always something beautiful” about a subject: the hair, the expression, the wrinkles. All this requires time with the sitter. “If you want to do a portrait, you have to spend time with the person,” Nori says. She takes photos and works from them, but she also likes to know something about the sitter. Nori especially enjoys doing equestrian portraits—the subject with his or her horse. She also does portraits of subjects of all ages—this past summer travelling to South Carolina to do a ten-year-old with her horse; however, she’s reluctant to do babies as they don’t have a decided personality yet. 
While her focus with the brush is portraits, Nori has also taken on plein air painting. She took a three-day intensive with locally-famous artist Walt Bartman in Frederick, and she’s currently painting a series on the Medley Hill District. “I do buildings that I love,” she says. Lately, she has been inspired by the Beallsville garage. “I have a special love for tumble-down buildings and barns. I want to do the cabin on the corner in Beallsville.”
Nori’s plein air works have been mostly pastels. She enjoys not only the art of the creation, she’s enthused by the inevitable interactions with strangers and passersby. “Whenever you set up your easel, you’re going to have a little adventure.” She frequently paints with a friend, and people pass by and ask what they’re doing, or cows come by and moo.
Presently, some of her works are on display in a show at the Hyattstown Mill Arts Project Member Show through October 27 at the Mill Gallery, then she’ll have fifteen pieces at the Art League of Germantown’s “WinterGlow 2012” annual fine arts and crafts show from November 9 through 11.
