Baseball Fever
By Jack Toomey
Fans of the Washington Nationals are coming to grips with the reality that their team was eliminated from the playoffs after a heart-wrenching defeat by the St. Louis Cardinals. What seemed to be a nearly sure trip to the National League Championship Series was dashed when the Cardinals scored four ninth-inning runs to beat the Nationals.
As most know, a Washington baseball team had not been to the playoffs since 1933. Baseball fever built during the last weeks of the regular season and during the first round of the playoffs. Sellout crowds packed Nationals Stadium during all three home playoff games. After the last game, gloom descended on the Washington area as fans realized that they would have to wait until next spring to see their beloved Nats play again.
In 1924, things were different. The Washington Senators defeated the New York Giants in the World Series. The last game was decided in the twelfth inning and Washington beat New York, 4 -3. Fans poured onto the field at Griffith Stadium, lifted their heroes onto their shoulders, and then streamed out onto the streets of the city. Cars were rocked, firecrackers set off, and general mayhem reigned.
Things were also a bit uproarious in Poolesville. When word reached the sleepy little town in western Montgomery County, fans were happy. It also seems that three boys took things a bit too far. Earl Carter, Carleton Gloyd, and Marion Selby all piled into a car and began driving around town shouting, banging on the sides of their automobile, throwing firecrackers into the street, and generally disrupting the town. Police Chief William Aud happened to live in Poolesville at that time. Alerted to the disturbance Aud took to the streets and found the three boys and arrested them. They were taken to Rockville and charged with disturbing the peace.
On October 14, 1924, they appeared in Rockville Police Court. Judge Riggs found them guilty but suspended any sentence saying that they “had not gone half as crazy as the people in Washington.” 
