Poolesville Youth Wins National Dog Championship
Poolesville’s Leigh Peper and her Border collie named “Sagehill the 12th of Never – Rapture” won the National Championship in the United States Dog Agility Association (USDAA) Cynosport World Games in Denver, Colorado on September 28. The specific venue was the Performance Grand Prix, the most prestigious level of competition at the Cynosport World Games. The course was designed by an international pool of judges and incorporated all of the obstacles used in the sport of dog agility.
Leigh and Rapper, as she likes to call him, have been competing as an agility team for less than five years; they have competed in three USDAA National Events, earning a position in the final round all three years. Leigh was determined to return to Poolesville with more than a plaque and a ribbon this year—she was convinced she and Rapper could take first place.
Leigh and Rapper began their journey as a kid who wanted an agility dog and a dog who needed a handler. Some may call it serendipity, but Leigh says she is confident all the years of hard work and love she and Rapper have shared produced this winning team. 

Leigh can be seen most days as she walks or roller-blades her three dogs on a two-mile jaunt throughout the neighborhoods. Early summer mornings found Leigh at Poolesville High School football field, walking and running, timing herself as she circled the track.
Leigh was bitten by the agility bug when she first saw an agility competition on the television, although she did not have a dog at that time. Her dad encouraged her to research dogs and agility in this area of the country. After a few years of begging for a puppy, then training the puppy, and beginning to compete in local trials, Leigh sought out National Agility Champion Paulena Simpson as an instructor. Simpson said to Leigh after their first class, “We have to find you another dog!” Simpson had in mind a dog who had been in numerous homes and whose current owner was unable to keep him due to health issues, so Rapper came home from class one evening with Leigh. 

Following a year of hard work and many, many agility trials, Rapper earned his first MACH (Master Agility Champion). As an expression of congratulations, Rapper’s previous owner signed over Rapper’s ownership papers to Leigh; Leigh was overwhelmed with gratitude, saying this was the best gift she had ever received: Rapper was officially her dog. At this moment Leigh began to focus on taking this awesome gift to the pinnacle of his career as a National Champion agility dog. 
As Leigh reflects over the past five years, she still has an intense passion for agility. Her favorite agility courses are those with challenging technical configurations. She and Rapper have developed a mutual respect for running together as he efficiently maneuvers through the weave poles and Leigh determines the most direct lines to complete a course. Each agility course is different as it is designed by that particular trial’s judge. The handler has a seven-to-eight-minute window in which to walk the course, familiarizing himself/herself with the course layout. The dog is not allowed to be in the course ring until it is the designated time for the team to run the course. Scores are based on accuracy and time with a qualifying score being earned for a run with no faults within the time allowed by the judge. 

On a side note, Leigh traveled to Nairobi, Kenya on a Poolesville Baptist Church youth mission trip this past summer. Both Denver and Nairobi have elevations over five thousand feet. It’s been a big year for Leigh: She won the Performance Grand Prix National Championship and traveled to Kenya. One might say Leigh has had a mile-high year in 2012.
