By Jack Toomey
Present Crime

Disorderly conduct complaints: 19800 Spurrier Avenue (multiple complaints), 19900 block of Fisher Avenue.
Past Crime

July 17, 1956 Montgomery County Police charged the driver of a frozen foods truck with larceny after he was discovered selling lobster tails and frozen shrimp out of the back of his employer’s truck. Police said that the man would pick up his truck at a location in Washington and make his deliveries but would then move to a parking lot where he would sell the leftover food to passersby.

July 17, 1957 Police responded to a report of a man with a machine gun shooting at road workers on Hawkins Creamery Road near Damascus. Instead, they found that a pine tree had been placed between four barrels which resembled a machine gun. In addition, firecrackers were being set off behind an embankment. Officers learned that a dispute between a property owner and the road crew caused the disturbance. 
July 24, 1954 Thieves broke into Counseleman’s Supermarket in Potomac and stole $85 from two cash registers.

A Montgomery County woman, who had been the object of a nationwide search, was found sitting in a church in upstate New York. Montgomery County Police said that the woman had disappeared fifteen days before and that foul play had been suspected. When contacted, the woman said that she had decided to go “visit churches.”

July 24, 1955 A Silver Spring woman was buried head-first in mud after her car slipped out of gear at White’s Ferry. Police said that the woman was parking her car when her foot slipped from the brake to the accelerator. The car then careened down a twenty-five-foot embankment, and the woman was thrown out into the mud. Two bystanders pulled her out. Her husband had been attaching an outboard motor to their small fishing boat at the time of the accident.

Some of the material in this column was obtained from the archives of The Washington Post.

