
July 31, 2014

A Biweekly Newspaper	 July 31, 2014 • Volume XI, Number 9

Firing Range Proposal Postponed Due to Huge  
Turnout of Protestors 	 By Rande Davis

Grand Opening of Brightwell Crossing’s Phase II Scheduled

On July 24, the Frederick County 
Zoning Board held a public hearing 
on a request for a special exception 
to allow a proposed firearms train-
ing center in Frederick County off of 
Thurston Road. The public response, 
estimated to be more than five hun-
dred people, primarily protesters of 
the proposal, caused the applicant’s 
attorneys to request a delay in the 
hearing. The request was granted 
due to the inadequate space avail-
able and that most would not be able 
to speak that evening. The new date 
for the hearing is August 28.

The 262-acre property in ques-
tion, owned by Elm Tree Properties, 
LLC, is near the Sugarloaf/Strong-
hold property, and is publically 
known as the old Warfield Farm.

Old Line Arsenal, LLC, which 
has entered into a lease with Elm 
Tree, LLC, has requested permission 

to build two outdoor firing ranges 
(one for long guns, the other for pis-
tols) and a two-story educational 
center for classrooms which would 
have a pistol range in the basement. 
The facility would be open from  
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Saturday for use by the gen-
eral public as well as law enforce-
ment and military personnel. Un-
der the proposal, usage of the three 
ranges would not exceed one hun-
dred participants and would include 
a 144-car parking lot.

According to the application, 
the fifteen-plus acre site will be built 
so that the building is 250 feet from 
the property line and 400 feet from 
the nearest neighbor. The outdoor 
firing ranges are to be 1,300 feet from 
the property line and 1,600 feet from 
the nearest neighbor. The applicant 
maintains that public safety will be 

maintained by industry standards 
for the construction of such sites, 
and that sound from the ranges will 
be muffled by additional berms, 
trees, and other foliage.

The unprecedented number of 
protestors included individuals as 
well as members of the Sugarloaf  
Alliance and the Montgomery 
County Alliance which supports the 
former’s lead in the initiative to pre-
vent the special exception.

Protestors of the request for 
special exception point to noise, en-
vironmental, and safety concerns.
The primary issue centers on loss 
of the tranquility of the Ag Reserve 
and the negative impact on the tens 
of thousands of others who use the 
area for hiking, golfing, weddings, 
and receptions, etc. There is also 

Continued on page 13.

Larry and Mark Ryba flipping  
the chickens. Check out page 2  
to see where this might lead.

Ryan Lacourciere gives one a ride. 
Read about his UMAC team in  
Youth Sports on page 9.

Why is this young man smiling?  
Find out in Tidbits on page 11.

Stalking the white elephant at  
St. Mary’s Annual Barnesville Picnic. 
More pictures are in in the Family 
Album on page 2.

Tom Kettler of Brightwell Crossing and sales manager Rick Normoyle  
are smiling about the upcoming grand opening of Phase II home sales  

at the Reserve at Brightwell Crossing.

By Rande Davis
Kettler Forlines Homes is plan-

ning for its grand opening of Phase 
II of its Brightwell Crossing subdivi-
sion of luxury homes for the end of 
August. Phase I consisted of seven-
ty-nine homes, of which, fifty-six are 
now built with the remaining due to 
be complete by the end of this year.

The new development, referred 
to as the Reserve at Brightwell Cross-
ing, will begin near the Woods of 
Tama off of Jerusalem Road and will 
connect to Cissel Manor Drive. The 
new homes, ranging from $600,000 
to $900,000 in price, feature one-half-
acre-plus lots and wooded walkout 
home sites. Home sites in Phase I 
were primarily one-third acre lots.

Rick Normoyle, sales manager 
(and Poolesville native and graduate

Continued on page 17.
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Family Album

Families have been coming for the roasted chicken for 139 years,  
and it still is considered the best barbecued chicken around.

Tommy L. participates in Maryland’s State  
sport of jousting.

Vacation Bible School at Memorial United  
Methodist Church was a joyous time for all.

Nel Washington, Frank Austin, Bernadette Washington, and Betty Stewart  
sold raffle tickets at the festival.

Joe Ryba of the Monocacy Lions presented our own 
Rande Davis with the coveted Lion of the Years 

award, recognizing his many years of service  
to the club and the community.

The Rock Fish Band performed many favorites at the 139th Annual St. Mary’s Chicken Picnic.

Brandon Bush, Ed Rothenberg, Joe Ryba, Trevor Magaha, and Logan Jones  
are part of the army of cooks that barbequed the chickens.

Irene Vignola of Boyds (right), who will turn  
ninety-nine in December, at St. Mary’s Barnesville 
Picnic with her son Luciano and his wife Lilliana.

In one of the toss 
games, Tristan Collier 
gladly hands out  
prizes to a winner.
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Local News

Master Plan for  
Recreational Park in 
Germantown Approved
By Kristen Milton

A master plan draft for Clarks-
burg’s Ovid Hazen Wells Park envi-
sions drawing people to the former 
farmland for everything from swim-
ming to weddings to gardening classes.

The Planning Board approved a 
draft master plan update on July 17 
that continues the process of creating 
a “destination park” at the 290-acre 
site. The same meeting also saw the 
approval of a one-acre purchase for 
the park, at a cost of $395,000.

In suggesting approval for the 
draft, Commissioner Amy Presley, a 
Clarksburg resident, called the plans 
“fantastic…I would love to see some 
of it happen while I am still there.”

The board unanimously ap-
proved the draft as well as the sched-
uling of an October 2 public hearing to 
garner community reaction.

The current Ovid Hazen Wells 
Recreational Park Master Plan, in-
tended to guide development at the 
park, was approved in 1995. A condi-
tion of the property’s donation to the 
commission was the eventual reloca-
tion of the Ovid Hazen Wells carousel 
currently located at Wheaton Region-
al Park, once the area’s population 
was judged adequate to support the 
amenity. “That time has come,” the 
master plan update says.

In her July 17 presentation to the 
board, planning coordinator Rachel 
Newhouse divided proposed usage 
of the park property into three ma-
jor categories, corresponding with 
the way the land is divided by two 
stream valleys. The uses were recre-
ational, agricultural or natural, and 
educational.

The western portion of the 
property, along Skylark Road, al-
ready hosts sports fields and other 
recreational facilities. The proposed 
plan for the area would include the 
installation of the carousel as well 
as support infrastructure such as  
restrooms and food concessions and 
additional entertainment sites such 
as a sledding hill and splash park. 
Newhouse said “a Victorian-farm 
type theme” in keeping with the 
hundred-year-old carousel was being  
considered.

In the park’s currently undevel-
oped center area, the master plan up-
date envisioned mown natural trails 

but also conversion of the historic Ned 
Watkins House, built in 1892, into an 
event center that could host 150 to 200 
guests at weddings, graduations, and 
fundraisers. Such a change to a build-
ing currently rented as a residence 
would require upgraded accessibility 
at the house and barn, parking and 
road improvements, and other con-
struction. Planning Chair Françoise 
Carrier suggested that “considering 
the cost,” the plan might be more of a 
“long-term goal.”

In the eastern section of the park, 
another historic building, the Oliver 
Watkins House, was envisioned as 
the center of a Home Food Gardens 
program that Newhouse said would 
be “unique to our park system.” The 
house, currently gutted, would con-
tain offices and classrooms where visi-
tors would be instructed in the tech-
niques and importance of gardens and 
edible landscapes. Newhouse said 
utilities at the house would be needed, 
including the extension of water and 
sewer service by Washington Subur-
ban Sanitary Commission (WSSC). A 
demonstration garden and commu-
nity garden plots would also be part 
of the program. This section of the 
park already hosts the Red Wiggler 
Community Farm, a nonprofit that 
provides local organic produce and 
employment for the developmentally 
disabled.

Newhouse’s presentation also 
addressed the potential for a future 
Clarksburg Community Recreation 
and Aquatic Center, which she said 
was the most-requested amenity dur-
ing recent months of civic meeting 
visits. One potential site for such a 
center would be in the western area of 
the park where the one-acre purchase 
approved July 17 was located. The 
$395,000 cost of the land will be fund-
ed by the state’s Program Open Space. 
According to the purchase memo, a 
home on the property will be rented 
out in hopes that adjoining properties 
can eventually be purchased to host a 
facility such as a swim/senior center.

Planners mentioned that the 
timeline for the many suggested 
park changes would be dependent 
on funding. “There is money avail-
able to do the facility planning for the 
first phase of this project,” Newhouse 
said, “so we are happy about that.”

After the public hearing in Octo-
ber, the planning board is expected 
to hold winter work sessions before 
adopting a final master plan update.

The project webpage, includ-
ing the draft update and online 
community comments, is located at  
www.montgomeryparks,org.



Page 4	 The Monocacy Monocle	 July 31, 2014

Contributing Writers
Dominique Agnew 

dqagnew@gmail.com
Pam Boe 

pamboe@intairnet.com
Kristen Milton 

kmilton1998@yahoo.com
Maureen O’Connell 

mafoconnell@msn.com
Jeffrey S. Stuart 

sark10@juno.com
Jack Toomey 

jackt21262@aol.com
Ingeborg Westfall 

ingeborg560@comcast.net
Contributing Photographer

Hilary Schwab 
hilary@hschwabphotograpghy.com

Layout and Graphics
Anne-Marie Thomas • AnyArt Studios LLC 

Anne-Marie@AnyArtStudios.com

The Monocacy Monocle is a publication of  
Monocacy Press, LLC which is solely responsible 
for its content.

Monocacy Press, LLC does not espouse any 
specific political viewpoint, and any opinions  
expressed in the Monocle are those of the author 
unless otherwise indicated.

The Monocle does not endorse any product or 
service and is not responsible for any claims by  
advertisers.

Articles and letters submitted for publication 
must be signed and may be edited for length or 
content. The Monocle is not responsible for un-
solicited material.

All contents of this publication are protected 
by copyright and may not be reproduced in 
whole or in part for any reason without prior 
consent of Monocacy Press, LLC.

Monocacy Press, LLC
John Clayton, President

Rande Davis, Vice President
P.O. Box 372

Barnesville, MD 20838-0372
301.349.0071

editor@monocacymonocle.com
advertising@monocacymonocle.com

www.monocacymonocle.com

Published and Edited by
John Clayton and Rande Davis

John Clayton 
Production 
Financial 

301.349.0071 
jclayton@monocacymonocle.com

Rande Davis 
Advertising 
Circulation 

301.349.0070 
rdavis@monocacymonocle.com

Dominique Agnew 
Copyediting 

dqagnew@gmail.com

Commentary

What Next?
By John Clayton

There is a tired cliché that 
newspaper writers often use 
around election time, pointing out 
that political campaign signs have 
sprouted up overnight like mush-
rooms after a spring rain. I would 
never say such a thing, but it did 
come to mind last week while I 
was driving through upper Mont-
gomery County into Frederick 
County, and I encountered an 
explosion of shiny new signs pro-
testing a proposed shooting range 
near Sugarloaf Mountain. Cliché 
alert: The proponents of this idea 
have kicked up a real hornets’ 
nest (actually, that was more of a 
hyperbole, but I’m sure the editor 
will let it slide).

Our front page story by 
Rande Davis presents the facts 
and events, and the Sugarloaf Cit-
izens’ Association’s newsletter ad 
forcefully advocates against the 
range. I recommend both for your 
consideration and won’t attempt 
to build onto them here. What has 
impressed me is the explosion, 
like stinkbugs on tomatoes in a 
dewy garden on a Sunday morn-
ing, of outrage and protest in such 
a short time. The public hear-
ing was overrun, social media is 
crackling like cicada shells under-
foot on a city sidewalk, and every 
horse farm proprietor in sight has 
been quoted on TV news or in a 
newspaper.

Frankly, when I first heard 
about this, I was incredulous, as 
in, “A shooting range? What’s 
next? Parachute training?” There’s 
just no telling what the next chal-
lenge will be, and recreational 

challenges, like churches, country  
inns, camps for kids, and even 
gun ranges are legitimate pur-
suits that have merit and in  
many cases need wide open  
spaces, or just space in less  
expensive areas, to pursue their 
activities; however, when that 
activity changes the experience 
of the surrounding resources for 
others, or when it represents a 
foot in the door for similar pur-
suits in the future as a dangerous 
precedent, it’s great to see organi-
zations and individuals step up so  
boldly.

I’m sure many anti-gun  
activists love the outcry, but 
there’s nothing anti-gun about 
this vigorous response. I was ini-
tially concerned about the range 
garnering some support merely 
as a reaction against anything  
that sounded like it was an  
attack on legitimate gunplay,  
but I think that momentary 
thought was misguided. I did  
see one Facebook post from  
someone who traced a path 
from resisting the range to be-
ing available to the military to 
not supporting those who pro-
tect our gun rights, so I sup-
pose if one tries hard enough, 
any issue is only two or three  
degrees away from Support the 
Troops. Nice try, fella. I happen to 
think a Sugarloaf shooting range 
makes it more likely that Virgin-
ia shooters will lobby for a new 
bridge across the Potomac into 
the Ag Reserve to get there faster. 
Take that.

The same concern remains 
with any threat to open land, 
scenic vistas, country roads, a 
dark sky at night, and relative 
peace and quiet. When it’s gone, 
it’s gone, and it doesn’t come  
back.

Rande(m) 
Thoughts

The Times They Have 
Been a-Changin’—
For the Better
By Rande Davis

With our headline about the 
opening of Phase II of Brightwell 
Crossing, I got to thinking about 
what Poolesville was like when my 
family and I first came to town. 

Our arrival was in 1976, and 
the community could have been 
described exactly as the new town 
slogan describes it today: Small 
town charm, down home character. 
Thirty-eight years later, much has 
changed, but Poolesville’s charm, if 
anything, has improved.  When con-
sidering the acrimony in the town 
that popped up periodically over 
the years over one issue or another, I 
even think the town character, while 
good then, has also improved. 

To understand why, first con-
sider the town as it looked back then.

There was no Whalen Commons 
packed with special events. There 
was no science building at Pooles-
ville High School, no Global Ecology 

or other magnet programs, no lights 
at the football field and not as much 
seating either, and the baseball field 
was just that, a field. Poolesville El-
ementary School had portables and 
no separate gymnasium. There was 
no John Poole Middle School. All the 
talk then was not about renovation 
of the high school but whether we 
would even get to keep it. Despite 
the public division over the deci-
sions made by commissioners of the 
1960s and ’70s, their decisions led 
to the town we have today. A town 
larger and changed, but one we still 
describe as small, charming, and of 
good character.

The town government was in 
the 1907 National Bank building in 
the center of town. The town hall 
was overcrowded with a sparse 
meeting room upstairs and no access 
for persons with disabilities. Town 
sidewalks were sporadic and often 
uneven, nearly unsafe. 

While none of the strip malls 
where here, neither were the ser-
vices they bring. One may not like 
the structures, but what would we 
do without a public library or Hope 
Garden Ballet. We know what it is 
like to lose a Selby’s. There were just 
two places to eat out: Larry’s Diner

Continued on page 7.
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Local News

It’s a Doggie  
Dog World
By Emma Whitehouse

A college friend introduced  
Peter and Caroline Williams to dog 
training while they lived in Texas, 
and they started training dogs when 
they moved to Maryland. Their first 
dog was Apollo, a fluffy, gray Sam-
oyed-Belgian Shepherd mix that had 
a bad temperament originally, but 
improved greatly when he started to 
enter competitions. His first competi-
tion was in obedience, in which Car-
oline and Peter entered him on the 
spur of the moment. He passed away 
from cancer at age ten, years ago, 
but Peter and Caroline, with their 
daughter Courtney, have been train-
ing dogs successfully for many years 
since then. With numerous awards 
to their names, they have proven to 
be some of the best trainers in the 
region. Currently, they have four 
Australian Shepherds and a Pem-
broke Welsh Corgi. Peter developed 
a fondness for Australian Shepherds 
when he worked for a geese removal  

company in Maryland that used  
Australian Shepherds to round up 
the geese and was given a dog.

The Williams family and their 
dogs were invited to the Purina 
Pro Plan Incredible Dog Challenge 
in April of this year. Caroline and 
Peter participated in the event of 
freestyle flying disc, with Austra-
lian Shepherd Steel and Corgi Ziva.  
“It was awesome!” Peter said.  
Caroline added, “There’s a competi-
tive nature to it…but it’s also very 
entertaining!” The Purina Challenge 
isn’t the only notch on the Williams 
family belt. Caroline and Steel quali-
fied in the 2011 and 2012 Northeast 
Regional Disc Dogathon, the 2013 
Eastern Open (from Maine to Florida  
and very competitive with many 
competitors from Japan even though 
Japan is not on the East Coast), and 
in 2014, Steel qualified for seven out 
of nine events in the northeast quali-
fier, all for the Skyhoundz World 
Championship. Steel also qualified 
in first place for the Ashley Whippet 
Invitational, the UFO World Cup, 
and the United States Disc Dog Na-
tional Qualifier. Peter and his dog 
Ziva are four-time world finalists in

Continued on page 17. 
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Things To Do

August 1
House of Poolesville  
Entertainment 
DJ Slim Pickens. 8:30 p.m.
August 2
House of Poolesville  
Entertainment 
The Crimestoppers Rockin’ Blues. 
4:00 p.m.
August 4
Mother’s Day Out
Babysitting care for working par-
ents who are at home, work from 
home, or work part time. St. Peter’s  
Episcopal Church. 9:15 a.m. to  
1:00 pm.
Poolesville  
Commissioners’ Meeting
Town Hall. 7:30 p.m.
August 6
PASC Event
Poolesville area seniors. Zumba 
Gold. Poolesville Baptist Church.  
1:00 p.m.
Free Community Dinner
Memorial United Methodist Church. 
5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
August 7
PASC Event
Poolesville area seniors. Under-
standing hospice care. Poolesville 
Town Hall. 1:00 p.m.
T’ai Chi. Poolesville Baptist Church. 
7:00 p.m.

August 8
House of Poolesville  
Entertainment 
DJ Slim Pickens. 8:30 p.m.

August 9
1st Annual Poolesville  
Music and Arts Festival
Live bands and performers,  
family fun zone, artisan vendors, 

food, crafts, and more. Benefit for 
Relay for Life. Whalen Commons. 
11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Pit Barbecue sponsored  
by the UMCVFD
Featuring pulled pork, roast beef, 
and great sides. Behind the fire 
house. Starts at 11:00 a.m. and  
continues until food is gone.
House of Poolesville  
Entertainment
Bobby Lewis Blues Band. 4:00 p.m.
PASC Event
T’ai Chi. Poolesville Baptist Church. 
7:00 p.m.

August 10
Second Annual MJW Fest 
Car meet, auction, and festival. The 
event raises funds for an Automotive 
Technology scholarship at Mont-
gomery College in memory of Matt 
Williquette, lifelong car enthusiast, 
Montgomery college alumnus,  and 
resident of Poolesville. Information 
on entering the car meet is available 
from Nicole Onley at nso5006@gmail. 
com.  Whalen Commons. 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m.

August 13
PASC Event
Poolesville area seniors. Insur-
ance 101 by Maryland Insurance  
Administration. Baptist Church.  
1:00 p.m.

August 14
PASC Event
Poolesville area seniors. Under-
standing Alzheimer’s. Poolesville 
Baptist Church. 7:00 p.m.

August 15
Summer Music Concert
The Wandering Peacocks. Whalen 
Commons. 8:00 p.m.
House of Poolesville  
Entertainment
Karaoke. 8:30 p.m.

TM

301.602.4367
AnyArtStudios.com
sales@AnyArtStudios.com

website design
graphic design

desktop publishing
branding and image consulting

software and design training
voice-overs       

Continued from page 4.

The Times Have Been a-Changin’

(previously known as Titus’s Tastee 
Diner where Bassett’s stands now) 
and the Meadowlark Inn, a region-
ally-popular restaurant of excellent 
entrées. There was no pharmacy; we 
had to go to Rockville. 

Westerly and Wesmond homes 
had just completed their build out. 
Before those subdivisions were built, 
the town population was around 350 
which is about the same as it was 
during the Civil War. The townhous-
es on Kohlhoss and Meadow Valley 
Townhomes (then called Summer 
Hill) were just being constructed 
with a price range in the mid-30s.

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 
Memorial United Methodist, and 
Poolesville Baptist did not have the 
community halls which serve today 
not only their needs but those of the 
community. St. Mary’s was the only 
Catholic Church in the area. There 
was no McDonald’s, but nearby 
stood a carwash which soon became 
abandoned and ugly until Total Au-
tomotive and Diesel’s equestrian 
barn-like structure replaced it. Where 
Hearthside Gardens and Mixed 
Greens sit was Norris Oil Company. 
Where Discovery Day Care resides, 
we had a High’s Convenience store. 
Selby’s was located where Health-
works was before the club moved to 
the west side strip mall in a building 
that originally housed our second 
pizza shop. The nearest supermarket 
was in Darnestown, but Selby’s was 
a really nice grocery store that could  
easily meet everyday needs and 
whose quality meat department drew  
people from as far away as Potomac.

The town population grew 
from about 3,600 in 1976 to where it 
peaked in 2010 at 5200 before head-
ing south to 4800 until Stoney Springs 
and Brightwell Crossing began to 
be built. The decline was due to 
lack of new home construction cou-
pled with the children of residents  
graduating and moving away.

As the newcomers in town in 
1976, we were very aware of those 
who were glad to see us and those 
not so pleased, with the latter fighting 
the growth and changes every step 
of the way. Back then, community 
discussions seemed to be more spir-
ited and not necessarily in a positive 
way, since the dialogue often crossed 
over into vitriol. A planned commu-
nity similar to Columbia sparked hot 
public discourse, but it was turned 
down by the voters. At least it left 

behind a country club, which even-
tually became a county-owned pub-
lic golf course. It had a pool, which 
was ultimately filled in, but that was 
followed by a multi-use county pool 
in the west end of town. When Saudi 
Arabians thought building a school 
here was a good idea, the town arose 
in a very heated debate. The anger 
expressed was palpable and not at 
all charming. The Saudis decided  
Leesburg was a better place to be.

Today, while growth has been 
significant, the town’s character, has 
gotten better. Much of the dialogue 
about public concerns has improved 
in substance and tone. Expressions 
of anger have lessened. Dialogue on 
public issues, while at times painful-
ly extended, has been a much more 
serious and complete discussion that 
most often results in consensus rath-
er than a divisive sense of winners 
and losers. Over time, hotly-made 
charges of the town government 
being reckless and irresponsible 
and heading toward bankruptcy 
have proven to be reckless and  
irresponsible in and of themselves.

The community consensus is 
that the town needs to stay small, 
and the plan caps population at 
6,500 without negating the small-
town ambience. The new neighbors 
will bring more security for our 
school system and greatly enhance 
the stability of the businesses and 
churches. 

As we look to the future, we can 
have a sense of positive hope for an 
even better Poolesville. Such hope 
springs from many different re-
sources in the town. In the Monocle, 
we often cover the many nonprofit 
community service organizations 
that help define this area. The reason 
is that such organizations like the 
Lions Club, Odd Fellows, churches, 
and WUMCO, just to name a few, 
are the lifeblood of a community.  
One such organization is the Histor-
ic Medley District, Inc., the guard-
ians of the 1793 John Poole House, 
the Old Town Hall Bank Museum 
and Exhibit Center, and the Seneca 
Schoolhouse. I am its executive di-
rector and ask the reader’s indul-
gence for a moment, as an editor of 
the Monocle, to think about the im-
portance of securing our history and 
historical sites, and as the facilities 
are currently under the heavy bur-
den of need for renovation, request 
you consider making a donation. 
You can send a check to P.O. Box 
232, Poolesville, MD 20837 or visit 
historicmedley.org and use PayPal.
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Focus  
On Business

Lewis Orchards—
Sowing Seeds of Love 
for Four Generations
By Susan Petro

For over one hundred years,  
customers have been stopping at 
Lewis Orchards, located at the in-
tersection of Route 28 and Peach 
Tree Road, to purchase their favor-
ite fresh fruits and vegetables. Some 
come from as far away as New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Florida because 
they believe Lewis Orchards has the 
tastiest produce. Owner Linda Lew-
is said her customers tell her “that 
the peaches from Lewis Orchards 
are better than Georgia peaches, 
and they’ve never had sweet corn  
so good.” 

Linda and her husband, Robert  
Lewis, are the fourth generation to 
operate the market that has been 
on the family’s 197-acre farm since 
1888. Robert’s great-grandparents, 
Lewis and Charlotte Mainhart, were 
the first generation of farmers on the 
land. They had hay, horses, and a 
few cattle on the farm, and fruit trees 
around their home. 

Lewis and Charlotte’s daughter,  
Lottie, married Guy Lewis, an or-
chard farmer from Thurmont. Guy 
and Lottie planted more fruit trees 
on the farm. Guy was one of the 
first people in the area with a flat-
bed truck, so he was able to haul 
their fruit, mainly peaches, to lo-
cal canneries. When World War II  
began, Guy went off to war, and  
Lottie maintained the farm. She 
was one of the first members of the 
Bethesda Women’s Market.

Marshall Lewis, the youngest 
of Guy and Lottie’s six children, 
was only eighteen years old when 
Guy passed away. Marshall stayed 
on the farm to help his mother run 
the orchard. When Marshall was 
killed in an accident in 1988, his son  
Robert, the current owner, returned 
to run the operation. Robert and his 
wife Linda leased the farm from the 
family until 2001 when they bought 
Lewis Orchards and the farm from 
the estate. 

Robert and Linda have been 
married for twenty-six years and 
work together to run the farm and 
market. Linda works the retail side 
of the business, and Robert works 
behind the scenes in the wholesale 

operation. Linda said their secret to 
a successful working relationship is 
to keep any private issues out of the 
building. 

Over the years, Lewis Orchards 
expanded numerous times from a 
simple roadside lean-to shed offer-
ing mainly peaches, to the current 
building that opened in 2003. In the 
early 1970s, they began selling veg-
etables. Linda added fresh bottled 
milk for sale when the newest build-
ing opened. Even when the market 
closes for the winter, Linda says they 
still sell milk year-round to their  
regular customers.

The market is open from mid-
June until Thanksgiving. Accord-
ing to Linda, their most popular  
produce are peaches, sweet corn,  
and pumpkins; however, they also 
offer a full range of locally-grown 
fruits and vegetables, including to-
matoes, watermelons, cantaloupes, 
blueberries, lettuce, green beans, and 
much more. In recent years, Robert 
and Linda added a pick-your-own 
apple orchard, and cut-your-own 
zinnias. Additionally, the market 
offers jams, jellies, sauces, cheeses, 
milk, soap, and an assortment of 
other goods. 

 When they planted apple trees, 
they realized they would need to 
add a fence to the property. Linda, 
worried that young children might 
wander away from their parents 
onto busy Route 28, did not want 
just any fence. “I’ve always liked 
different,” said Linda. Both Linda 
and Robert loved stone walls, but 
such a fence would normally be too 
expensive. Luckily, a large amount 
of stone became available when a 
nearby builder excavated tons of 
stone for a foundation for a home 
and was not allowed to rebury it,  
so Linda and Robert obtained the 
stone and built the beautiful stacked 
stone fence that now borders the 
market.

Continued on page 11.

Linda and Robert Lewis  
of Lewis Orchards.
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Youth Sports

UMAC 9U Team 
Wins Ripken State 
Tournament
By Jeff Stuart

On July 15, the 9U UMAC At-
tack All-Star team won the Cal Ripken 
Maryland State Championship played 
at Urbana District Park in Frederick. 
They defeated Calvert in the champi-
onship game, 7-6, in extra innings and 
advanced to the regional champion-
ship to be played in Basking Ridge, 
New Jersey from August 1 to 5. They 
will face the top teams from New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Dele-
ware. “In pool play, UMAC defeated 
the Prince George’s All Stars, 12-2, 
Calvert, 10-4, and Walkersville, 13-6, 
earning a bye to the quarterfinals,” 
said Assistant Coach Drew Woolery. 
“On July 14, UMAC defeated Urbana, 
the host, in the rain by a score of 8-2. It 
was a close game until the last couple 
innings. Tommy Roldan pitched three 
innings, giving up two runs, and my 
own son, Ryan Woolery, pitched the 
last three frames with no damage.”

Calvert, having lost earlier in pool 
play, was looking for redemption in 
the championship game. Both start-
ing pitchers, Luke Boyd for UMAC 
and Calvert’s, played the full six in-
nings. “We were down, 3-0, early,” 
said Woolery, “but scraped together a 
couple runs in the second, then tied it 
in the third with a sac groundball from 
Trent Adelman bringing home the tie 
run.” The team fell behind again, but 
Roldan tripled home two runs in the 
bottom of the fifth, tying the game 
again. “We shut them down in the top 
of the sixth, and in the bottom of the in-
ning managed to get Luke Pearre over 

to third with one out. Pinch hitter Mao 
LaMotteo hit a groundball to third, but 
was thrown out at first. Luke tried to 
score on the play,” explained Wool-
ery, “but he was gunned down at the 
plate on a great throw from first.” The 
teams, tied, went into extra innings. 

Tommy Roldan relieved Luke 
Boyd as pitcher and, with the help of 
catcher Ian Stewart and some close 
plays, prevented Calvert from scor-
ing. “In the bottom of the seventh, our 
second baseman and lead-off hitter, 
Noah Ashker, was grazed by an in-
side pitch and took first,” Woolery de-
scribed the final inning. “He stole sec-
ond and went to third on a wild pitch. 
The number-two hitter, Ryan Wool-
ery, struck out, but not before work-
ing the count long enough for Noah to 
steal second and take third on a wild 
pitch. With one out, Roldan hit a walk 
off double to end the game.”

All players born after April 30, 
2004 and who played on a UMAC rec 
team were invited to attend tryouts 
for the All Stars in early May. Many 
who made the team had played to-
gether on previous select or all-star 
teams. The Select team placed first in 
the Harry O. Smith Memorial tourna-
ment in Walkersville, and they took 
first at the Bulldog Bash in Mt. Airy. 
UMAC hosted a School’s Out Tourna-
ment but lost the championship game 
to a very good team from Arlington. 

Despite trials and tribulations, 
the coaches kept preaching a mantra 
that could serve the players in life as 
well as in baseball: “Don’t start coast-
ing when you get ahead, and never 
give up when you fall behind.” Hard 
work and determination kept the boys 
striving for first, even when they could 
have easily placed second. “That les-
son is the reason I introduced my kid 
into baseball,” added Woolery, “and 
one I hope sticks with him long after 
he moves on to bigger things.

UMAC’s 9U All Stars rallied twice from three-run deficits to capture the  
2014 Cal Ripken Maryland State Championship.
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Tidbits

Poolesville Day Promises  
New and Exciting Things

Poolesville Day 2014 is fast ap-
proaching, and it will be a day of fun 
and entertainment for Poolesville 
and surrounding area residents. The 
Poolesville Day Committee (PDC) 
has chosen “Bring It On” as this 
year’s slogan and theme, and once 
again, the PDC will bring new fea-
tures to keep the free family event 
fresh. Just to name a few: At Wha-
len Commons, kids will not want 
to miss several new rides: Old West 
Playground, Jungle Mania, and  
Disco Car. The updated Maryland 
Agricultural Showcase and Birdie 
Ball Golf will be fun for all ages. 
By the way, if you don’t look up, 
you might miss the Stilt Walkers 
looming above the crowds. Over 
at Falcon Lane, the very popu-
lar Dunk Tank is making a return, 
and be sure to try the 3-Lane Bun-
gee Basketball while listening 
to tunes performed by Smoke n’  
Mangos, Stone Age Rhapsody, 
and Remedy—all talented young  
performers with ties to Poolesville.

For vendors and parade par-
ticipants, it is better to send in your 
applications sooner than later. As 
a reminder, Poolesville Day will 
take place on September 20 from  
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Wonderful New Collection  
Spot for WUMCO

Every since Selby’s Market 
closed, canned and dry food do-
nations to WUMCO have slipped. 
Alex Pike, son of Tim and Margaret 
Pike, stepped forward and hand-
crafted a new collection house/box 
for WUMCO. The sturdy structure 
is in the parking lot of Pike and 
Valega’s dental office, and donations  

already have picked up. The items 
of great demand but low in inven-
tory are: macaroni and cheese,  
instant mashed potatoes, gravy, and 
any veggies other than green beans 
or corn.

A bit more news about  
WUMCO, the organization recently 
voted three new board of directors 
members: Carly Stoliker, Adam  
De Baugh, and Kathy Nethercutt.

Monocacy Lions  
Award Scholarships

At a recent awards ceremony, 
two Poolesville High School gradu-
ates received scholarship awards 
from the Monocacy Lions Club. 
The awards were presented at a 
May PHS awards ceremony by  
Lions member and former King Lion  
Roger Brenholtz.

The Lions Scholarship Commit-
tee received ten applications and 
chose two. Justin C. Kim, who will 
attend the University of Michigan, 
received the club’s Earl Shreve Me-
morial Scholarship. Stephen Marsh, 
who will attend Elon University,  
received the Club Scholarship.

The new dry and canned food shed  
in Pike and Valega’s parking lot  
has resulted in much more food  

being donated to WUMCO.  
The shed was made by Alex Pike.

ill’s
ome &
earth

PLUMBING & HEATING LLC
H

$10
OFF

Plumbing & Gas Fireplace Services:
Faucet Repair & Replacement
Toilet Repair & Replacement
Garbage Disposal Replacement
Sump Pump Replacement
Hot Water Heaters
Gas Fireplace Service & Repair

1-301-788-0445
James Hill 

Master Plumber/Gasfi tter
Serving Your Area

MD#23716 WSSC#71373

Continued from page 8.

Lewis Orchards—Sowing Seeds of Love for Four Generations 

In response to customer requests and a desire to start baking again, 
Linda added fresh baked pies to the market’s offerings this year. Linda 
said that many customers who stop in are specifically looking for dessert 
items and most often request pies. Many years ago, when Robert and 
Linda’s sons were young, Linda used to bake a selection of fresh breads 
on Friday and Saturday nights to earn extra money. After the tragic death 
of their son, Marshall, fourteen years ago, Linda said she decided to focus 
on just the market and stopped selling the baked goods. By the spring of 
last year, Linda was ready to start baking again and placed an order for 
a new stove.

Kim Bailey, the former baker for Selby’s, helps Linda bake the pies 
which include peach, blueberry, peach-berry, cherry, apple, and a few 
no-sugar options. The two plan to bake on Thursday through Sunday. 
Many customers who remember Linda’s fresh-baked breads are hoping 
she’ll add them to the lineup, as well, but Linda says she wants to focus 
on pies for now. 

When asked why people from near and far keep coming back to 
Lewis Orchards season after season, Linda replied that most produce  
is picked daily if not every other day. “We believe in quality over  
quantity,” said Linda. “No fruit that’s been on the ground is ever sold. 
Robert’s great-grandfather believed that if it’s on the ground, it’s on the 
ground for a reason, and it stays on the ground.” 

Although the Lewises’ generation-spanning affinity for selling  
quality produce contributes to their continuing success and steady  
stream of loyal customers, Linda thinks one more factor is equally  
important: love. “Farming is sowing seeds of love and working with 
Mother Nature,” said Linda. A little love is packaged with every piece of 
fresh produce they sell.
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Continued from page 1.

Firing Range Proposal Postponed 

special concern for the impact on the 
many equestrian farms in the area 
and the noise impact on horses.

One protestor, Kelsey Roos, 
whose home is near the proposed 
range, said, “Hardest hit will be 
the equestrian community, as those 
who ride and board in the area will 
take their horses elsewhere. No one 
wants to ride a horse that may bolt 
when startled by weapons fire.”

Montgomery County Alliance 
stated on its website, “Regardless of 
how one feels about shooting rang-
es, we can agree that this over-sized 
facility does not fit the surrounding 
neighborhood of farms and popu-
lar hiking destinations. ‘Resource  
Conservation,’ this is not.”

The lead organization against the 
facility, Sugarloaf Alliance also  
declared, “The loud noise from 
this large, commercial facility will 
disturb the peaceful enjoyment 
of homes, farms, and Sugarloaf  
Mountain, as well as threaten lo-
cal businesses such as Sugarloaf/
Stronghold, Sugarloaf Mountain 
Winery, Comus Inn, and farms with 
horse riding, training, and boarding. 
There are unknown environmen-
tal issues from having a firearms 
range run through flood plains and 
Little Bennett Creek, a waterway 
that feeds the Monocacy River and  
ultimately the Potomac River.”

The Frederick County Zoning  
Board is searching for a venue  
large enough to support such a 
large turnout for the next public  
hearing.

Be Energy Independent with an OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE from Central Boiler.  Heat all your buildings.  

25 year warranty available. Lemarr Company 240-285-6395

Monocle Classifieds

Email your classified ad to advertising@monocacymonocle.com
You must provide your mailing address and telephone number

$15.00 first two lines — $7.00 each additional line.
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Remembrances

Mary Faith
Mary Faith, 85, long-time resident of Poolesville, passed away 

on July 3, 2014 at Shady Grove Hospital. She was the mother of Barb 
Faith and grandmother of Jennifer, Jason, and Meghan Massey, all of  
Poolesville. A memorial service will be held on Tuesday, August 12 
at 11:00 a.m. at Our Lady of the Presentation Church in Poolesville. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Our Lady of the  
Presentation Church at 17230 Tom Fox Avenue, Poolesville, MD 20837.

Christiane Marie Barrett-Jacoby 
Christiane Marie Barrett- 

Jacoby went peacefully to be with 
our Lord on Thursday morning July 
24, after a long and valiant struggle 
with cancer. Christine was the lov-
ing wife of Michael Barrett, beloved 
mother of Brian Lynn Mote. She 
is survived by her identical twin  
Carolynn Marie Ahner, wife of 
Mark; nephews Matthew and  
Timothy; and her favorite niece  
Ms. Lindsay Marie Ahner.

A memorial service is sched-
uled for 10:30 a.m., Saturday  
August 2, 2014, at Our Lady of the 
Presentation Church, Poolesville.

Martha V. Butler
Martha V. Butler, 75, of Poolesville died on Sunday, July 13 in  

Chevy Chase, Maryland.She was the wife of the late Edward T.  
Butler, Jr. Born on September 28, 1938 in Boston, Massachusetts, she  
was the daughter of the late Col. Nicholas R. and Virginia (Warren)  
Voorhis.

Martha graduated from Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School in 
1956, the Lucy Webb Hayes School of Nursing, Washington, D.C. in 
1959, and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from American University in  
Washington, D.C. in 1963. She was a registered nurse for several years 
and then devoted her time to her family.

She is survived by her children, Edward N. Butler (Ann) of  
Woodbridge, Virginia, John W. Butler (Lori) of Salisbury, and David 
H. Butler (Wendy) of Poolesville; one brother, Nicholas R. Voorhis, Jr.,  
of Albuquerque, New Mexico; one sister, Virginia Butler of Media,  
Pennsylvania; grandchildren, Emily C. and Sarah E. Butler of Salisbury, 
and Ross D. Butler of Poolesville; and one aunt, Nathalie W. McCulloch, 
of Sarasota, Florida.

Former PHS Principal,  
Dr. Harry C. Rhodes,  
Passes Away 
By Rande Davis

Just three months short of his 
hundredth birthday, Dr. Harry C. 
Rhodes passed away. The beloved 
former teacher and principal of 
Poolesville High School from 1947 
to 1952 was an accomplished person 
in many fields and endeavors. After 
departing Poolesville, he became  
Superintendent of Schools for Queen 
Anne’s County, the youngest person  
to hold the position in the state. He 
was married to his beloved wife 

Christiane Marie Barrett-Jacoby

Elizabeth Creighton Rhodes for over sixty years.
Born on November 25, 1914, he left his family farm to graduate with 

a Bachelor of Science degree in mathematics from Washington College 
in Chestertown, Maryland in 1935 and obtained his high school teaching  
certificate the same year. His first year teaching at Poolesville High School 
paid $90.00 per month and included coaching soccer. He must have done a 
good job since he was made assistant principal in 1937.

In 1937, he met his future wife, Elizabeth Creighton Jones of Dickerson, 
and they married on August 11, 1938. Before World War II, he was the execu-
tive director of the Montgomery County Housing Authority. During the war, 
Rhodes served as an officer in the U. S. Naval Reserves on a minesweeper serv-
ing in the South Atlantic and Pacific. After the war, he resumed his teaching ca-
reer at Gaithersburg High School in 1946 and completed his Master’s Degree 
from the University of Maryland. In 1947, he was appointed principal of PHS. 
Even as principal, he continued his love of farming, raising hogs and sheep.

In 1940, Harry became a charter member of the Monocacy Lions Club 
and was elected second-vice president and served one term as King Lion.

He continued his education and obtained a Doctorate in Education 
from the University of Maryland in 1960. In 1967, he joined Anne Arundel  
Community College as Dean of Faculty, a position he held until 1973.

Through the years, Harry served on many important boards and was in-
volved in a myriad of community service programs, receiving many awards 
of honor. In particular, he is remembered for his service on the Board of Direc-
tors of Queenstown Bank of Maryland, commissioner of the Town of Queen-
stown, and at one time its president. In 1980, he was selected as the Queen 
Anne’s Educator-Outstanding Citizen. He served on the Board of Eastern 
Memorial Hospital and as its treasurer, and was one of the founding mem-
bers of Chesapeake College, serving on its Board of Trustees for eleven years.

Dr. Harry C. Rhodes, upon his death, was especially remembered for his 
peaceful integration of Queen Anne’s County schools, and as someone who 
played a pivotal role in the community college movement.

Dr. Harry C. Rhodes

Do you or someone you know have a special announcement, 
achievement, milestone you would like to share  

with our readers in our Tidbits column?   
The Monocacy Monocle welcomes your contribution for Tidbits.   

Be sure to send us your event for Things to Do as well.   
Both can be sent  to editor@monocacymonocle.com
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Police Blotter: 
Past and Present

By Jack Toomey
Present Crime
Assault: 17500 block of Kohlhoss 
Road, 21200 block of Martinsburg 
Road.
Theft from vehicle: 19900 block of 
Spurrier Avenue.
Theft of vehicle: 17700 block of 
White Ground Road.
Theft: 19800 block of Beatriz  
Avenue, 17900 block of Bliss Drive. 

Past Crime
August 3, 1951 The body of a soldier 
was found lying next to his car near 
Edwards Ferry. He was identified as 
a soldier who had been missing for 
a week from his post at Walter Reed 
Hospital. Because of the circum-
stances, the coroner issued a certifi-
cate of suicide and turned the case 
over to the Armed Forces Police.
August 5, 1951 Officer Robert McAl-
lister shot two men in the legs in-
side a Wheaton home after their 
bizarre prank backfired. One of the 
men had called a funeral home to 
report the death of a friend. When 
McAllister arrived, he found not a 
corpse but an intoxicated man ly-
ing on the basement floor. When 
McAllister warned them that they 
could be charged with making 
a false report, the men attacked 
the officer, and one hit McAllister  
with a water pitcher. As the of-
ficer backed up the basement 
stairs, he fired twice, striking each 
man in the leg. They were later 
charged with a variety of offenses 

(McAllister would be murdered  
a year later by an escaped convict).
August 7 1951 Willie Whitehead 
of Rocky Mount, North Carolina 
was arrested by county police on 
a charge that he stole a cow and 
a hog from a Rockville farmer.  
The livestock were found at a  
Baltimore stockyard.
August 9, 1951 Fast police work 
resulted in the arrest of the  
“midnight burglar” who had been 
hitting homes in Chevy Chase. Of-
ficers had responded to a burglar 
alarm, but when they arrived, the 
thief was gone. In quick succession, 
three other homeowners called the 
police reporting that their homes had 
been entered. Two officers found a 
man quickly walking away from the 
neighborhood and took him to the 
Bethesda station. The man was ques-
tioned by detectives and eventu-
ally admitted to committing fifteen  
burglaries in the area.
August 12, 1951 A crap shooting 
and gambling party was abruptly 
ended when Montgomery County 
Police arrived at a baseball field 
near Norbeck. About two hun-
dred people were assembled at the  
park when the police arrived  
at about 1:00 a.m. Police had kept 
the field under surveillance for  
several weeks and had observed  
untaxed whiskey and beer be-
ing dispensed from a truck. Four 
men were arrested on a variety of  
charges, and the rest were told to 
leave.

Some of the material in this column 
was obtained from the archives of the  
Washington Post.

Subscribe to the Monocacy Monocle ($31.80 per year) 
 The Monocacy Monocle • POB 372 • Barnesville, MD 20838-0372

editor@monocacymonocle.com
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Garden

A Midsummer  
Report
By Maureen O’Connell

In several of my columns this 
spring, I talked about the effects of 
our past, harsh winter on our gar-
dens. Mine suffered many losses 
and damages, but some of the plants 
and shrubs struggled through to face 
another summer, if in a diminished 
state. The Phoenix lived—but with 
his feathers quite clipped. 

It is now early August and what 
is the State of My Garden? Well, rath-
er than throwing in the proverbial 
towel, I decided to make some garden 
design changes. Whether you believe 
in climate change or not, many of the 
plants that I have grown for many 
years are now struggling to deal with 
our summer’s heat and drought con-
ditions. The six, new hybrid tea roses 
I planted in the spring (against my 
better judgement) did not survive 
the heat and my no-spray program. 
By the time I got back from London 
three weeks ago, they were covered 
in Japanese beetles and blackspot 
and were seriously dehydrated. I 
cut them back to the ground. Most 
of the tender perennials and annu-
als that I so lovingly planted in May 
gave up the ghost. I was particularly 
disappointed with my six White 
Flower Farm dahlias. I ordered them 
in March and received them at the 
proper time for our planting zone. If 
you recall, our spring was wet and 
chilly. Three of the dahlia tubers rot-
ted in the ground, butI had hope for 
the other three. I lovingly pampered 
them, but I did not spray them with 
any insecticides or fungicides. Last 
week, they were about two feet tall 
and they needed to be staked, which 
I did. To my horror, when I checked 
them the next day, they had all wilt-
ed overnight, probably from a vi-
rus infection, their nascent buds, so 
close to blooming, hung their heads 
low, never to emerge in a rainbow 
of bright, luscious colors. What was 
left? The plants that thrived in the 
survival-of-the-fittest category were 
plants of the Mediterranean.

“Are you going to Scarborough 
Fair? 

Parsley, sage, rosemary, and 
thyme.”

Those of us of a certain age might 
remember these opening words 
of Simon and Garfunkel’s 1966 hit 

cover of an old ballad, “Scarborough 
Fair.” The song is taken from an 
1889 English canticle describing the 
virtues imbued in these herbs. I will 
throw into that mix my favorite herb 
lavender. My point in this digression 
is to show how these five Mediter-
ranean herbs have filled the gaps in 
my garden. As you have probably 
surmised by now, 2014 has not been 
kind to my gardens. I will admit that 
part of the problem stems from my 
new policy of not using chemical 
insecticides and fungicides. You can 
try all the home remedies, but with 
our climatic conditions, it is impos-
sible to grow most roses and many 
perennials without the help of chem-
icals, but, as we all know, the envi-
ronment pays a price for our longing 
for Camelot’s Garden.

In the lower part of my garden, 
I have a small, rectangular plot that 
used to be home to six old roses. They 
were victims of the winter and the in-
creasing shade from six very old and 
tall white pine trees. What should 
I plant there; roses were not an op-
tion. It became my new herb bed; 
with just the right amount of shade 
and sun, it was ideal. I love delphini-
ums, but I never had great luck with 
them. They flourish in England, but 
we don’t have their climate. They 
might grow here for a short time, 
but soon the heat wilts them, so my 
new herb garden could also be home, 
for a short time, for six delphiniums. 
They were a beautifully-azure blue 
for about three weeks and then they 
were gone. I cut them back to the 
ground; I recently noticed that they 
are setting out new signs of growth 
to hopefully rebloom in the fall. 
Around the delphiniums, I planted 
flat-leaf and curly parsley, three va-
rieties of sage, rosemary, thyme, dill, 
cilantro, and chives. 

The rose gardens were not the 
only areas that were left with gaping 
holes. What to plant to fill the gaps? 
Here again I looked to herbs. In my 
travels visiting gardens, I have no-
ticed the trend of inter-planting herbs 
with flowering plants. If you choose 
the right ones, they are resilient with 
colorful and different foliage and 
flowers with the added bonus of 
providing fresh herbs for cooking. 
I have planted amongst my flower 
beds basil and lavender. I cannot say 
enough about the wonders of lovely 
lavender. Many people grow it for 
its fragrance, but it is also a very re-
liable garden plant for summer and

Continued on page 17.
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Continued from page 1.

Brightwell Crossing’s Phase II 

of Poolesville High School), noted 
Kettler Forlines’s particular excite-
ment about the six styles of homes 
which offer an option which is a 
new trend in home construction 
that features what is called multi-
generational homes. Homeowners 
may select a five-hundred-to-seven- 
hundred-square-foot home-within-
a-home option, which goes beyond 
the previous concept of an in-law 
suite to provide separate living ar-
rangements for extended family or 
guests. The extensions will be at-
tached to the house but will include 
a separate entrance. The concept  
includes a bedroom with full bath, 
living room, kitchenette with sink 
and dishwasher, and space for a 
washer/dryer. It allows full indepen-
dent living for the family member or 
guest. 

The Reserve at Brightwell Cross-
ing features four- to seven-bedroom 
homes offering scores of luxury  
features with a variety of distinc-
tive exteriors, interiors with nine-
foot ceilings on all levels, gas-fired 
fireplaces, two-piece custom crown 
molding, and second-floor laundry 
facilities. The luxury kitchens fea-
ture center islands, granite coun-
tertops, and Energy Star appli-
ances. Since the lots are larger than 
those in Phase I, the Reserve will  
offer side-of-house garage entrances, 

expanding the overall presentation of 
the exterior of the homes.

All homes are Energy Star  
certified and subject to testing by an 
independent third party. Addition-
ally, all the homes are certified in 
the EPA Indoor airPLUS Program,  
providing advanced indoor air  
quality.

Ultimately, there will be 177 
Brightwell homes. Brightwell has 
nearly completed Elgin Park which 
is just off of Elgin Road and has a 
large kiddie play lot, full size soc-
cer and lacrosse fields, and multiple 
sidewalks connecting to trails, one 
of which will eventually cross Dry 
Seneca Creek to connect with the 
Woods of Tama. A covered pavilion 
is to be completed this summer. One 
very special feature of the park is an 
experimental tri-sponsored Ameri-
can Chestnut Tree orchard, part of 
a movement to restore the grand 
North American tree to our envi-
rons. Partners in this environmental 
project are the American Chestnut 
Association, the Global Ecology 
Studies Program at PHS, and Kettler 
Forlines. 

One of the icons of the Bright-
well community is a covered bridge 
which Tom Kettler was very pleased 
to save from destruction. It was pre-
viously located at the Cozy Inn in 
Thurmont before that restaurant 
closed. The bridge straddles a small 
creek near the playground, bringing 
joy to kids as well as adults.

Continued from page 16.

A Midsummer Report

fall with its resistance to deer, heat, 
and drought. Plant them in masses 
for a spectacular look or scatter them 
amongst other flowering plants. 
Even when they are not in bloom, 
their cool, gray-green foliage adds a  
dramatic punctuation mark. 

Who else survived in my  
garden? This year my garden phoe-
nixes are: Rosa rugosa, Coreopsis 
‘Moonbeam,’ Echinacea (cone flow-
er) ‘Cheyenne Spirit’ and ‘Fragrant 
Angel,’ lilies ‘Casa Blanca’ and 
‘Stargazer,’ Rudbeckia ‘Goldsturm,’ 
salvia ‘East Friesland,’ and Heuchera  
(coral bells), especially ‘Georgia 
Peach.

Everyone might have their 
own successes or failures in their 
gardens this year. My experi-
ences with my gardens these past 
few years have changed or re-
focused my direction in what 
to grow and how to handle the 
challenges of gardening in our  
area. 

Odds and Ends. I have sev-
en Buddleia (butterfly bushes) in 
my gardens. For years, they have  
always been covered with butter-
flies, especially the Eastern tiger 
swallowtail butterfly. This year, 
I have seen, at the most, two but-
terflies on the bushes. Has any-
one else observed this decline 
in the number of butterflies on  
plants?

Continued from page 5.

It’s a Doggie Dog World

Skyhoundz Microdog, dogs less 
than sixteen inches, as well as 
qualifying for Skyhoundz Disc 
Dogathon with dogs of all sizes 
and placing fourth in the Ashley 
Whippet Qualifier. Courtney, an 
upcoming junior in Poolesville 
High School’s Global Ecology 
Studies Program, is Cir-el’s han-
dler. Courtney and Cir-el placed 
first in Skyhoundz in disc from 
2010 to 2013 as well as winning 
the 2012 and 2013 Junior World 
Champion in disc for Skyhoundz. 

The family will be hosting the 
7th Inning Fetch Disc Dogathon  

on August 2 at Stevens Park in 
Poolesville from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 
or 5:00 p.m. Five events will be 
held, and the first-place win-
ner of each event will qualify for  
the Skyhoundz World Champion-
ships. Since Nutrimax sponsors 
the Williams family, joint and fur 
supplements for dogs will be hand-
ed out as prizes. On September 
5, there will be a Bark in the Park 
Dog Contest at Whalen Commons 
where the Williams family will do 
a Disc Dog Demo at approximately 
5:00 p.m. 

How high can they jump? 
How fast can they run? Find out 
at the 7th Inning Fetch in August 
and Bark in the Park in September.

Visit the Monocle Online at www.monocacymonocle.com
See current updates to Things to Do
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Poolesville Area: We’re Open for Business.

 
 

 Morningstar
Welding, LLC

COMMERCIAL, FARMING, & 
RESIDENTIAL WELDING 

We service snow plows 
301-349-2702 

17612 Elgin Road – Poolesville

 

 

301­748­2670 
Email: Scottyboy1465@hotmail.com 

Bathrooms – Shower Doors – Kitchens‐ Painting 
Replacement windows  – Gutter cleanup – Hauling 

Yard cleanup – Yard Mowing – Ceiling Fans 
Licensed and Insured                MHIC#67678 

S&S Improvements  
“Plus” Inc. 

No Job Too Small! 

Marketplace

YOUR AD COULD BE  

RIGHT HERE.

Call Rande Davis at  

301-349-0070.
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