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Will the County Close Part of Mouth of Monocacy Road?
Montgomery County’s Department
of Public Works and Transportation
(MCDPWT), is considering closing
Mouth of Monocacy Road because the
bridge over the CSX tracks is in need of
repair. The county has been trying to
get CSX, the owners of the bridge, to
uphold their maintenance responsibilities and make a substantial contribution to rebuild the bridge. As of our
press time, we have been unable to
determine if there is any progress
toward a solution.
If the County and CSX cannot
work out funding issues and repair the
bridge, the County will close it to
vehicle traffic. This action would leave
visitors to the Monocacy Aqueduct
with a full half-mile trek after crossing
the bridge on foot or bicycle. With the
National Park Service in the middle of
a $6.5 million restoration of the Mouth
of the Monocacy Aqueduct, this would
leave an exceptionally inconvenient
gap in any plans for this site to continue as a tourist attraction.
While the situation may be upsetting to area residents who enjoy
visiting, biking, hiking and fishing

near the aqueduct, it is downright
threatening to Nelson and Elizabeth
Garnett. Their farm property lies just
west of the bridge, and its closing for
vehicular traffic would eliminate access
to their homestead. The county has
notified them that there may not be
any alternative but for the county to
take possession. The Nelson’s have
been notified that an appraiser has
selected to evaluate the property.
Earl Moore, Chief UMCVFD has
written a letter to Mr. Bruce Johnston,
Chief of the Division of Capital Development (MCDPWT) voicing his great
concern that closing the Mouth of
Monocacy Road would “greatly hinder
our access, for rescue purposes, to the
area to the confluence of the Monocacy
and Potomac River. “
If access to the Mouth of Monocacy
boat ramp were denied, the alternatives for rescue would be either
Noland’s Ferry to the north or Whites
Ferry to the south. His concern is that
Whites Ferry would require two
additional miles of travel by land over
rustic roads, and then 6.5 miles up
river by boat against the flow of the

river. To respond via Noland’s Ferry
requires 3.5 additional miles of travel
then 2.5 miles downstream. Chief
Moore concludes that, “either way will
add a considerable amount of valuable
time to our response. The same would
hold true for a tow path rescue in the
area of the Mouth of Monocacy.”
Concerned citizens may want to
notify Mr. Albert J. Genetti, Jr., Director
on MCDPWT , to voice their opinion
and/or the public relations department
of CSX Transportation. As always The
Monocle will keep an eye on this story.

The bridge at Mouth of Monocacy Road.

Beallsville’s Bit O’ Heaven
Start of the Spring Season.
see Sports page 12

How Many Articles Can We
Write About Area Bridges?

For some of us, sending out an
Easter or Christmas card is enough.
Joy and Tom McCartin of Beallsville
Road had something more special in
mind. In 1997, they contracted with
Frederick artist, Joan Harris, to paint
selected portraits depicting “The Prince
of Peace,” a holiday yard celebration
with the theme of “floating angels.”
The original depiction included
scaffolding, giving a variable sense of
height to the presentation, so that the
portraits would appear to be floating.
Beautiful during the day, the display is
even more special when lit up at night
at their “Old Oaks” estate.
The McCartin’s 17 acre home (12 of
which are wooded) was built in 1900

by the Griffith family, after they
purchased the site in 1894. The landscaping brings a sense of tranquility
and relaxation to the grounds that
allow the McCartins to feel as though
they are “coming home to a bed and
breakfast daily.”
Over time, the spiritual display
has taken on a variety of different
setups. The McCartins often heard
from residents and friends in the area
voicing their regret whenever the
display came down after the Christmas
season. Due to the community’s
appreciation, the McCartins now leave
the display up from Christmas through
the Easter season. So, if you want to see
their “little bit of heaven,” head to

Beallsville Road just north of Route 28
before Easter. After that you will have
to wait until next Christmas.

Angels and cherubim are displayed.
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The
Pulse
Monocacy Lions Club Sponsors
PHS and JPMS Leo Clubs
The 62 year old Monocacy Lions
Club sponsors two youth clubs that
model the service organization’s goal of
service to the community. The John
Poole Middle School Leo Club was
chartered a few years ago and is
currently under the guidance of Lisa
Langevin and Lisa Becknell.
One of the major objectives of the
organization is to present leadership
opportunities coupled with an uplifting experience of providing help to the
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community. This year the JPMS Leos
have had a number of successful
programs, including visiting the Shady
Grove Nursing Home to enjoy a day of
games and fellowship with their
residents. During the Holiday Season,
they sponsored Christmas stockings
with the assistance of students in the
school, helped fill nearly 1500 hygiene
and food bags for senior citizens in DC,
and helped sponsor Thanksgiving
Baskets that included gift certificates
from Selby’s Market. Their participation in last month’s “Pennies for
Patients” program helped raise $750
for the Leukemia Lymphoma Society.
The community played an important supporting role by assisting with
the Leos bake sale fund-raiser last fall
that raised $532. The Leos say, “Thank
You, Poolesville.”

JPMS Leos at a recent Maryland District Lions’ awards dinner.

(301) 602-8188
www.GailLeeHomes.com
Call Gail for a confidential & FREE
market analysis of your home!
Don’t miss this window of opportunity
to garner TOP DOLLAR
“Thank you to all my clients for
making 2003 my BEST YEAR yet,
with over $11 million dollars
of Real Estate SOLD.”

with representation in this
Strong Sellers Market!
The market is still strong, call Gail!

If you are thinking of Buying or Selling in 2004, talk to Gail now
about how to position your home to sell!
She does this everyday and loves selling
Montgomery and Frederick Counties!

The Monocacy Monocle
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Family Album

Cookie mascot Amanda Haller hails the customers
as Alyssa and Amber Nubgaard close the deal.
Brother Michael Haller and dad, Joe, help out.

PHS Leos Club leaders presented their achievements for the
year at the recent Maryland Lions Clubs awards dinner.

The Midnight Players brought the house down once again with their
performance of “Anything Goes.”

Dr. Victor Dawson was joined by Dr. Kenneth Lobb and wife, Anne, to
celebrate Marguerite’s (second from left) birthday at the Meadowlark Inn.

The Big Board
The Poolesville Community Teen
Club Summer Program is now registering for its 2004 events. This is a “dropin” program for incoming sixth graders
through incoming ninth graders. The
center features sports, art projects,
games, special events, music, and offsite field trips. It will run Monday
through Friday (9:00 am–5:00pm)
from June 28 to August 6. The cost of
the entire season is $55.00. Registration
forms and more information can be
obtained at the library or by calling
301-349-5161 or 240-777-6961.
The Poolesville Area Chamber
of Commerce has announced that
students wanting to apply for their
annual scholarship program for
Seniors at PHS should contact Mrs.
Adams in the guidance office for an
application and instructions, or contact
Katie Kautz at 301-972-600. Applications, which can also be obtained at the
library, must be submitted by April 16,
2004.
The Monocacy Lions Club would
like students at PHS to be aware that
their annual scholarship program is

Sarah Mulkern Phelps, with assistance from the
Surrey Tack Shop, hosted a fundraiser for “Great
and Small”, a non-profit group that reaches out to
children in need through a common love of horses.

currently underway. Students have
until April 9, 2004 to complete applications and requirements for the award.
Students may obtain information from
the guidance office or contact Mr. Ben
Daughtry at 301-349-5207.
Quill and Brush will host a book
signing by author John Dunning
(Cliff Janeway Bibliomystery–The
Bookman’s Promise) on April 3, 2004
from 5pm to 7pm. Interested persons
may call (301) 874-0814 for more
information and location.
The Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society’s TEAM IN TRAINING (TNT)
is sponsoring the Lake Tahoe Century
(100 miles in one day) bike ride to raise
funds. Scott Kalski is riding in honor of
two Poolesville residents: Kiersten
Cronin and Joseph Casio. To help Scott
go to www.active.com/donate/tntnca/
intskalsi1 to learn about the program
and how you can make a donation.
The Dwelling Place, a non-profit
group that helps homeless families
(typically single parents with children)
by assisting them in finding housing
and also supporting them financially
with rent, has a very special fundraiser scheduled for April 18, 2004.

The PHS orchestra warms up for the recent
engagement of “Anything Goes.”

The event, entitled “Carnival of
Chocolate” will allow participants to
sample chocolate desserts from area
restaurants and bid on a wonderful
array of auction items. The event will
be held at Black Rock Center for the
Arts from 3pm-5:30pm. Call Bob Cissel
for more information at 301-972-8103.

Jack Davis’
Hand–Crafted
Bluebird Houses & Feeders

(301) 831-8327
Houses : $20.00
Feeders w/ Pole: $45.00
“A Great House Warming
and Gift Idea”
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Editorial
The premier issue of the Monocacy
Monocle has been out on the street for
about a month now, and we have
received a number of comments in
person and by e-mail. We are pleased
that the comments have been overwhelmingly positive, that people have
sincerely felt that we are making a
positive contribution to the community. People have praised the content,
our tone and style, and our ability to
write using complete sentences. At
least most of the time.
The presence of a sense of humor
was also well-received. If you don’t like
our sense of humor, or worse, if you
didn’t notice that we tried to present
one, then take heed—it will probably
get worse before it gets better.
Our response to your compliments
is a variation on “Thank you, we’ll try
to live up to it in our next issue.” Our
heads aren’t so turned by praise that
we don’t also realize that we’re being
given a pass on our first issue, that
we’re getting points for effort, that
people probably appreciate our willingness to put something out at all. In
short, the easy part is over, now we’ll

Whew – We Made it to the Second Issue
have to start proving we deserve to be
kept around a little longer.
We have several goals we want to
accomplish in this vein. For one, we
want to keep producing feature stories
of local interest (for instance, call us if
you start building a big boat). For
another, we want to print important
news of interest to people in this area.
In the interest of complete candor, we
are somewhat new to the news beat,
and we are still reconciling ourselves to
the rhythms and constraints of our
biweekly schedule. When stories break,
they may occur too early in our publishing schedule for us to report on
them as fresh and new, or they will
occur too late and we will find it
difficult to put the story together in
time for the deadline. For this reason,
we will more than likely try to follow
up on a story and find a slightly
different spin, or a little more of the
human background that will be of
more interest to our discerning readers
and honored advertisers. And last, we
want you to look forward to each copy
of The Monocle, and tell us how you
think we’re doing.

Published by Monocacy Press, LLC
P.O. Box 175
Poolesville, MD 20837
301 349-0070 • FAX 301 349-5646

John Clayton
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The Monocacy Monocle is an
independently owned and operated
publication of Monocacy Press, LLC
which is solely responsible for its
content.
Monocacy Press LLC does not
espouse any specific political view,
and any editorial opinions expressed
in the Monocle are the opinions of the
editorial staff. The Monocle does not
endorse any product or service, and
is not responsible for any claims by
advertisers.
Articles and letters submitted for
publication must be signed and may
be edited for length or content. The
Monocle is not responsible for
unsolicited material.
All contents of this publication are
protected by copyright and may not
be reproduced in whole or part for any
reason without prior consent of the
publisher.

All the News that’s Fit to Read
We know you’re reading other
papers, and we watch our competition
as well. The Gazette and the News Post
are both obviously well run, well
written, professional news publications
that emphasize local stories, and we
would be hard pressed to pass either
one of them as the newspaper of record
for our reporting area, at least for a
while. The Bulletin is a Poolesville
fixture of long standing, and a publication that generates a lot of comment.
We know there’s room for both of us,
because we approach the presentation
of news differently. More about that
later.
We would be thoroughly remiss
if we neglected to tip our hat to
poolesvilleonline.com, where, if it’s
about Poolesville, or happened in
Poolesville, or is about to happen in
Poolesville, Ray Hoewing will be on
top of it for his weekly release. The two
Monocle guys have admitted to each
other that we go there when we need a
councilman’s address or some other
useful information, so we might as
well admit it here. Perhaps we should
also admit that we like reading his
articles. But even with such formidable
competition, we will continue to find
our niche within this informational
population; we are confident that there
is room for all of us, particularly as we
try to bring together our larger target
area of Western Upper Montgomery
County and Southern Frederick
County. So keep us in mind when
you’re keeping yourself up to date, and
by all means, teach your kids to read.

your property? What was life like back
then? These are the types of questions
and stories we want to present. Rande
Davis, our co-publisher (yes, he’s the
Mystery History guy), is a member of
“Historic Medley” and we will draw
on their talents for some of these
features.
However, someone else in our
extended neighborhood was already
doing a excellent job of presenting local
or regional history hitting Big History
and Little History alike. Their publication is called “Catoctin History,” the
“magazine of the Catoctin Center for
Regional Studies,” a program of
Frederick Community College...
and co-sponsored by the National
Park Service.” They are a non-profit
educational magazine and for a mere
$15.00 a year you can get two issues.
You can also make a tax-deducible
contribution to their foundation to
further support their work. Give
them a try. Details can be found at
http://catoctincenter.frederick.edu.

A Free Plug
One of our great loves is the
history of this area, and one of our
goals is to print articles that explore
this history. These won’t necessarily be
the big stories that are told so well by
others— such as the Civil War or the
building of the C&O Canal—but the
little stories that perhaps took place
within those big stories. Wobble Knob
Farm in our premier issue has a barn
still standing that housed meetings of
famous officers of the Confederacy. In
this issue our Mysterious Historian
throws a curveball right past you
Aqueduct fans. Or maybe we’ll run the
story of what your development was
like fifty, a hundred or two hundred
years ago. Who lived there? Did
anything of historic interest happen on

Looking for a New Way
to Say I Love You?
For $15, the Senior High Youth
Group of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
in Poolesville will deliver a flock of
flamingos to the yard of your choosing
(Darnestown to Buckeystown). The
flamingos will be accompanied by an
official “You’ve Been Flamingoed”
certificate with your special message.
For $10, the Youth Group will take
the flock away. If you want to be
insured against getting swarmed, Pink
Flamingo Insurance is a mere $25. All
proceeds benefit the St. Peter’s Senior
High Youth Group Work Camp Fund.
For more details call Kathy Jankowski
at (301) 349-0747.
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Mystery History
As you glanced at the cover picture
in this issue’s Mystery History, your
first impression might have been that
the Monocacy River, even after so
much rain, is very low this year. If
indeed, that was your opinion then you
are fully mistaken since the Monocacy
River waters, while far below record
levels, are at their seasonally high
watermark.
Why is the water level of the
Monocacy so low in our front page
picture? The reason is that the picture
is not of the Monocacy River but of the
Little Monocacy River. What about the
stone bridge? It’s not the aqueduct at
all. Rather, this mysterious bridge,
unbeknownst to most in the area,
actually rests just over two miles
southeast of the aqueduct. This bridge
is on Mouth of Monocacy Road – just
at the other end.
The historic bridge in the front
page picture is not an aqueduct at
all – it’s a viaduct – a railroad viaduct,
to be exact. As Mt. Ephraim Road
winds northeast toward Sugarloaf
Mountain and passes Mouth of
Monocacy Road, this massive structure

Barnesville News
The Barnesville Town Council met
on March 15, 2004 and approved a new
budget for their fiscal year 2005, which
will begin on July 1, 2004. In a brief
and cordial discussion, with a few
small adjustments carried over from
prior meetings, the commissioners
unanimously passed a $58,328 budget,
with an anticipated $2,217 surplus.
The commissioners opened the
meeting with testimony from Ms.
Melissa Foster of Boyds, representing
the Boyds Civic Association over a
concern for the potential construction
of a truck depot on a commercially
zoned property on Bucklodge Road.
Ms. Foster appealed to Barnesville to
join Boyds in their effort to prevent the
increased truck and commuter traffic
that would result from the establishment of the truck depot. (Please refer
to the related story on Page 10 of this
issue of The Monocle.)
The commissioners also discussed
the renovation of the Barnesville Town
Hall, a 78 year old building near the
center of the town. The town will
investigate possible outside funding
(grants) to assist with the expense.
Mayor Peter Menke stated that he is
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First Impressions Can Be Wrong!
The bridge and the tracks have
roots that go back to 1827, which mark
the founding of the Baltimore & Ohio
(B&O) railroad. The objective of its
founders was “to provide safe
transportation over the Allegheny
Mountains to the banks of the Ohio
River.” The origins of the railroad
began with carriages being pulled by
horses that ultimately changed to
steam engines or what was referred to
at the time as the “tireless iron horse.”
The first route left Baltimore and headed to
Cumberland, then on to
Cincinnati, and finally to St.
Louis. The northern route
moves north to Pittsburgh,
through Cleveland, on to
Toledo and eventually ends up
in Chicago. The Capital
Limited offers a scenic and
relaxing way to get to
Chicago.
The B&O was the winner
in the rivalry with the C&O
canal. It would be difficult to
overstate the immensity of the
railroad industry’s role in the
A CSX engine passes over the date stone of the bridge.
development of our nation.

rises impressively about 80 feet above
the bed of the Little Monocacy River.
Built in 1906 by the B&O Railroad,
this nearly one hundred year old
structure still handles a heavy and
hectic level of railroad traffic of CSX
freight, Amtrak passengers and MARC
commuters. Even the daily commuters
from as far away as Harpers Ferry to
DC are most likely unaware of this
impressive stone bridge that supports
their travels.

fully in favor of refurbishing the town
hall, and the statement was not met
with any apparent objection from the
other commissioners or townspeople in
attendance. Mr. Menke plans to have
an open house day for townspeople to
review the building. The Monocle will
continue to follow this project as it
develops.
The commissioners continued the
meeting with familiar topics such as
trimming trees and shrubbery that
obstruct sidewalks, sidewalk repairs,
and commuters speeding through the
town ( clearly ignoring the posted
speed limits and the towns speed
camera wagon). The Town is considering paying Montgomery County Police
Officers to issue speeding tickets
during the morning and evening rush
hours. It was noted that this is solely a
safety concern, as ticket revenues, in all
cases, would accrue to the State of
Maryland.

Lost Necklace
Lost in February, possibly at Poolesville
Elementary School. Gold chain, with a
filigreed pendant in the shape of Australia.
REWARD. Contact The Monocle if found.
Has great sentimental value for owner.

Equally impressive was the role of the
B&O within that industry. The B&O
offered the first “practical railroad
service” in America, was the first to use
the American locomotive, and the first
to cross the Allegheny Mountains.
With its glory days over, the B&O
merged into the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad (Chessie System) in 1970. By
1980 the Chessie System became CSX
Transportation.
In case you were wondering about
the river level this year, the more
famous Monocacy Aqueduct (while
undergoing major restoration) is still
holding up against the heavy spring
waters.

Spring waters climbed to just below the arches of
the Monocacy Aqueduct as of March 22, 2004.

The Monocacy Monocle
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A Day of Physical and Spiritual Renewal
It only takes a brief trip to the
Catoctin Mountains to learn why all
of our Presidents since FDR have
cherished their retreats to Camp
David. While the compound is
strictly off limits to the rest of us, a
morning visit to Cunningham Falls
State Park is Daytripper’s first phase
of a day designed for invigorating
physical challenge and spiritual
uplift.
An early start is advised, but
don’t let a mid-morning launch
discourage you from making the trip,
since an abbreviated tour can easily
be accomplished in under six hours.
The action part of the day can begin
within 50 minutes, as your destination is only 39 miles away. Just go
north toward Frederick and hook up
with US 15 North toward Thurmont.
Your first stop at Cunningham Falls
is the second exit at Route 77
Thurmont.
For those less inclined to hike a
trail, there are state roads throughout
the park that allow an appealing and
at times breathtaking auto tour, with
ample parking areas that allow you
to experience the park’s attributes.
Every turn in the park (and there are
many twists and turns) seems to
bring up another postcard view of
babbling creeks, fishing areas and
nature trails. It is a veritable feast of
nature shots for passionate photographers.
Serious hiking is available but
would not be on the agenda for
daytrippers. For serious hiking and
walking enthusiasts, the day trip can
be an excellent scouting expedition
for future plans. For those who are
up to a couple of hours of hiking on
the nature trails, the recommended
first stop is the National Park
Service’s Visitor Center on the right
as you enter on Route 77.
After stopping at the Visitor
Center, you can take the Falls Nature
Trail (1.5 miles) that winds through
the wooded mountain terrain (yes,
there are a few serious uphill paths
to traverse) that will bring you back
to Route 77 at the boardwalk entrance to Cunningham Falls (.25
miles). The parking area there is for
handicapped parking only. It is not a
bad dropping off point if you have a

person who can park elsewhere in a
regular parking lot and then come
back to pick you up.
The standard entrance to
Cunningham Falls is the first left
from Route 77 onto Catoctin Hollow
Road. Follow this road until you
come to William Houck Drive which
will brings you to another entrance
on the right. If possible and available,
you should park in the upper lot
above the lake, where it is just a halfmile hike to Cunningham Falls. Some
of the best views of the falls should
be available in early spring. A sturdy
baby stroller should negotiate the
path when the path is dry.
The park offers more serious
trails, but for the Daytripper the
lower trail (.5 miles) is the one for
you. At the end of this trail you will
find Cunningham Falls, a scenic 78foot waterfall, which is the largest
cascading waterfall in the State of
Maryland. The falls, known locally as
McAfee Falls after the original settlers, is home to a variety of wildlife.
You may come upon whitetail deer,
turkey, fox, squirrel, raccoon, skunk,
chipmunk, and many other species.
This is a superb area for
birdwatchers. A conservative warning
is made that an occasional black bear
has made its way in to the park. The
one nature trail sign that caught our
wimpy attention was the one presenting pictures and warnings of poisonous snakes that inhabit the area.
(Hmmm. Maybe ankle boots, a walking
stick and making a lot of noise are not a
bad idea.)
As a scouting expedition you will
learn that coming back to the park for
an all day visit of hiking and picnicking can include ample fishing, canoeing and paddle-boating. Hunting
Creek Lake also offers fresh water
swimming.
For the adventurous and those
wanting a significant amount of
walking exercise, try taking the trail
from the first parking lot all the way
to the falls then over to Hunting
Creek Lake and finally back to the
first visitors parking areas. (This is
roughly 4 to 4.5 miles.)
Before moving on to the second
phase of this day trip, there are two
important recommendations: first,
travel back to the Town of Thurmont,
where there are delightful gift,
antique, and specialty shops. But

second, and most importantly, there
is the Cozy Restaurant. After a
morning of fresh air, walking or
hiking, you will want to satisfy your
appetite (at this point, downright
hunger) at the Cozy. If you go there,
do yourself a favor—suspend the
diet and dig in. The noontime buffet
is outstanding.
Now that your legs are tired and
your belly is filled, a visit to the
National Shrine Grotto of Lourdes
(on the campus of Mount St. Mary’s
College in Thurmont) will help fill
your spirit. You do not need be
Roman Catholic to experience and
appreciate the quiet paths for personal prayer or private contemplation, and the beautiful pastoral
gardens for meditation, that lead to
the Grotto.
The National Shrine Grotto of
Lourdes is one of the oldest American replicas of the revered French
shrine. Dating back to 1894 as a
Grotto, the site had been used for
meditation, devotion, and prayer
since the early 1820s.
Your walk will follow the winding path that Anne Seton once used

on her way to the Holy Grotto on
Mary’s Mountain. Saint Elizabeth is
the first native-born North American
to be canonized. This small woman
who suffered and endured severe
times of personal tribulation has
been designated as the Saint for
Coping.
Saint Elizabeth, a convert to
Roman Catholicism, founded the
Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph’s.
Her legacy includes six religious
communities with more than 5,000
members, hundreds of social service
centers, a hospital and the beginning
of the Catholic Parochial school
system in the United States.
This day of wonderful physical
exertion and spiritual renewal can
be fully accomplished in under six
hours, and will get you back to the
area by late afternoon or very early
evening.
Daytripper features ideas and suggestions
for those spur of the moment family outings
that can be enjoyed nearby. So, when you
find yourself with an uncluttered weekend,
check Daytripper for a variety of family
friendly ideas always within a couple of
hours from your home.
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Focus On Business
The Bodmer’s of Buckeystown
The Bodmer name has been
around this area for four generations.
So, it was only natural for World
History/Geography teacher, Ed
Bodmer and his wife, Nancy, to have
settled down in Buckeystown.
After teaching over 4,000 students
(a neat way to measure a career rather
than by just by counting up the years),
he retired from Seneca Valley High
School in 1998. Since then, Ed and
Nancy have focused on their
woodstove and pottery business which
is located in the very heart of
Buckeystown and is, quite appropriately, loaded with history of its own.
It’s hard to imagine that the little
creek that splits Buckeystown could
ever offer a threat. But thanks to
Hurricane Agnes, in June 1972, their
kitchen was flooded by more than
three feet of water. The flood turned
out to be quite a freak, since it has been
32 years later and nothing like it has
developed since.
While cleaning up the muddied
mess Ed uncovered an old 1917
newspaper hidden under some of the
drenched kitchen cabinets. To his
amazement one of the lead stories was
about the men in the area being drafted
in WWI and, low and behold, one of
the persons notified of being drafted in
the article was…Charles R. Bodmer, his
grandfather!
Ed’s grandfather served as an
ambulance driver in an artillery unit.
In one incident shrapnel killed a buddy
sitting next to him in the ambulance,
but his life was spared after taking two
deep shrapnel hits into his helmet.
History teacher Ed proudly possesses
the helmet, uniform, and gas mask
today.
Nancy and Ed have been married
for thirty-five years, which turns out to
be quite a testimony to the value of a
blind date. Their first date was set up
by friends at an auction in an old
Victorian home which once stood on
the sight of the current Poolesville Post
Office. The Bodmers have one daughter, Serrin, 26, who is following in Ed’s
footsteps as she is preparing to go to
Thailand to be an English teacher.
Ed, a native of Poolesville (his
parents were Charles and Fern and the
family home is located at Westerly and
Hughes Road), chose to attend
Gaithersburg High School. His PHS
class numbered only 30 students and
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the Gaithersburg High School offered
many more extra-curricular activities.
Without bus service or having a
driver’s license, Ed hitchhiked from
Poolesville to Gaithersburg daily for
three years to finish his high school
education. Needless to say, he is not
one to give up on a goal easily.

Nancy and Ed Bodmer.

Nancy, an entrepreneur in her own
right, turned an adult ed class in
pottery-making into a successful
special order business making customized, commemorative plates for
weddings, births, and anniversaries.
Her sales extend far from Buckeystown
to include Internet and mail orders
nationwide. Nancy has developed her
own interest in local history and has
published three books on
Buckeystown, which are available at
the shop in town.
As an immediate result of the
energy crisis of 1978, they became parttime wood stove dealers, which today
has become the major part of their
homegrown business. With fuel prices
climbing again, maybe this is a good
time to check up on the Bodmers.

Welcome to the New Owners
of the Meadowlark Inn
The new owners of Poolesville’s
Meadowlark Inn, while planning to
maintain its traditional ambience, will
introduce a new menu that will
represent some of the newest offerings
from New York, Los Angeles, Chicago
and New Orleans. The new ownership
trio—Jay Adorno, Steve Jennifer and
Robin Tan—is still formulating their
overall cuisine but you can expect
surprises and will delight in their
diverse offerings. If their new Sunday
brunch is an example of things to
come, they are hitting the mark. The
Monocle welcomes the new Meadowlark Inn to the menu of dining choices
in the area.

19831 Fisher Ave., Poolesville, MD 20837

Corporate Accounts Welcome
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Poolesville News
Polo: A Poolesville Pastime
By Debbie Lynn
Special to the Monocacy Monocle
Have you ever sat on the porch at
Basset’s, enjoying your meal on a
summer Sunday, and wondered where
all those horse trailers were going?
They’re 30 feet long, and have up to a
dozen sleek little thoroughbreds with
roached off manes peering out the
slats. These, my friends, are polo
ponies commuting to work.
This season, I highly recommend
you follow the trailers to the polo
fields off Jerusalem Rd. There, you can
catch the action-filled play of one of
the oldest and finest polo clubs in
America.
One of my fondest memories of
the early ‘80’s is that of taking my two
young sons down to watch the polo
games played in front of the Lincoln
Memorial. We sat on the grass, as close
to the sideboards as allowed, and
reveled in the heart-pounding thrill of
watching the ponies thundering down
the fields in pursuit of that little white
ball. That was the Potomac Polo Club
in action.

General Patton himself played polo
in front of the Lincoln Memorial, and
declared polo to be “the best training
for war outside of war itself,” since it
involves speed, danger, and the ability
to make quick decisions.
Sadly, due to the erection of
various memorials, polo is no longer
played in DC. Happily, however, the
same club holds forth right here in
Poolesville, providing the same spectator thrills without the commute. The
season begins at the end of May, and
runs through October 1. Games begin
at 3:00 PM. Call 301-972-7288 for more
info. See you there!
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VOTE

CHUCK FLOYD
FOR U.S. CONGRESS
“BUILDING a BETTER ROAD to the FUTURE”

Paid for by the Floyd For Congress Committee,
Charles Recknor, Treasurer
Polo has a long history in the region.

www.floydforcongress.com

Steve and Jane Horvath
A Great Real Estate Team
Montgomery County & Frederick County
Ask Us About Our
Listing/Buying Special Rates

Poolesville Beer–Wine–Deli

Want to Know What Your Home is Worth?
Give Us a Call:

19716 Fisher Ave., Downtown Poolesville

(301) 972-8300
Monday: Ham & Cheese Sub
4 oz. Buffet Ham
$4.45
•
Tuesday: Turkey & Cheese Sub
4 oz. of the finest turkey breast
$4.45
•
Wednesday: Italian Sub
Genoa salami, Capacola ham, pepperoni
with Provolone Cheese
$4.45

Thursday: Steak & Cheese Sub
Ribeye Steak w/ Provolone cheese
$4.95
•
Friday: Tuna Salad Sub
Freshly made Tuna Fish
$3.45
•
Saturday: Roast Beef & Cheese Sub
$4.45
Sunday: $1.00 off your choice of sub!

(301) 651-5700 (Cell)
(301) 407-2111 (FAX)
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

REALTOR®

The Monocacy Monocle

Marketplace Directory
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Send The Monocle your business card for our Marketplace Directory.
Call Rande Davis (301) 349-0070 for pricing details.

John Poole House General Store Museum

Museum Gift Shop

19923 Fisher Avenue, Poolesville, MD
Antiques * Collectibles * Vintage Kitchenware *
Cookbooks * Civil War & History Books * China * Glass *
Framed Art * Prints * Notepaper * Miniatures * Games
Toys * Gourmet & Homemade Goodies
•
Open Thursday thru Sunday *** 12 to 5 p.m.
And daily by appointment or by chance * Groups Welcome
Email: HistoricMedley@aol.com * 301.972.8588
Look for the Antiques Flag behind Town Hall
All sales support the John Poole House Museum.

Maryland Express Girls Fast Pitch
Softball Tournament League

FURNITURE RESTORATION

Ages: 12 and Under • 14 and Under • 16 and Under

Repairs ~ Refinishing ~ Veneer Repair
Stripping ~ Touch-up ~ Re-gluing
On Site Repairs and Insurance Estimates

Looking for players to round out these
teams for the 2004 season
Based in Frederick County
Competitive teams with
guaranteed playing time

Call (301) 473-8868
or email coachjohnmdexpr@aol.com

Antique & New

Extend the Life and Recycle
Your Antique and New Furniture

301-349-4046

Timothy Duck Agency

Children’s Center for Discovery

Insurance and Financial

“Quality Child Care Since 1983”

Timothy Duck

Infant & Toddler
Pre-school & Schoolage

Agent
Tel: (301) 662-2513
Tel: (301) 831-8908

duck1@nationwide.com
Hyattstown, MD

Tel: (301) 798-0223
Tel: (301) 831-4097

Monrovia, MD
Clarksburg, MD
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The Arena
The Boyds Civic Association is
trying to help a Virginia utility services
company find a new home for a truck
depot, but somewhere other than in
Boyds. The citizens of Boyds and the
company, C.W. Wright Construction,
Incorporated, are working together to
solve the problem, but if a mutually
acceptable solution isn’t found,
cooperation could turn to conflict.
C.W. Wright Construction, Inc.,
headquartered in Chester, Virginia,
operates a truck depot in Clarksburg
off Maryland Route 355, north of
Clarksburg Road. The company’s
County permits were set to expire in
March 2004. With the assistance of the
Boyds CA, the company received a two
year extension to find a new site.
The company owns what might
have appeared to be a suitable site, an
industrially zoned property in Boyds,
on Buck Ridge Court, off Bucklodge
Road. The site is close to Barnesville
Road, and just east of the CSX railroad
bridge. When the Boyds group found
out that the company might have plans
to relocate to that site, they began
working to prevent the move.

The President of the Boyds Civic
Association, Melissa Foster, addressed
a recent meeting of the Barnesville
Town Council to enlist their support.
Ms. Foster estimated that 30 to 50
trucks would operate out of the new
site. Sixty to 100 workers would
commute to the site, adding significant
traffic to an otherwise residential area.
Ms. Foster appealed to the Town of
Barnesville to join the fight on the basis
of the traffic that would go through the
town in order to get to the site. The
larger trucks would apparently be
unable to get under the train bridge on
Bucklodge Road to access Maryland
Route 28, so some truck traffic, as well
as a portion of the commuter traffic,
would have to use Clopper Road from
the South, or Barnesville Road from the
North to get onto Bucklodge Road.
Truck traffic would be heavy during
the morning and evening commuting
and school bus hours. Trucks might
also park on the side of local roads
awaiting work assignments. The
Council and townspeople shared Ms.
Foster’s concern over any increase in
heavy truck traffic on Barnesville
Road, which is a two-lane road with
small or often nonexistent shoulders.
The Council expressed a particular
concern about more large trucks

traveling through the center of town.
The Boyds CA has been working
for some time to solidify a relationship
with C.W. Wright and find a friendly
alternative for the company’s move.
Ms. Foster said that C.W. Wright has
been “working hand in hand” with the
Boyds CA for about a year to find
another industrial site in or close to
Montgomery County. To date they
found a limited number of sites, but of
those that may be available, there is a
strong likelihood of similar civic
resistance. The relationship between
the C.W. Wright and the Boyds CA has
been friendly, and Ms. Foster stated
“we have nothing against C.W. Wright
per se, they provide a service which I
think is very necessary, but we do have
a problem with trucks barreling up and
down our roads.”
The Boyds CA is prepared to fight
to prevent the company from receiving
the necessary permits to build on their
Boyds property. Another potential
strategy would be to tighten the
restrictions on the zoning of C.W.
Wright’s property in Boyds to prevent
this or any other future objectionable
use of the property. However, Ms.
Foster explained that since they are a
civic association and not a municipality, they cannot request zoning restrictions. Barnesville, as a municipality,
theoretically could pursue downzoning the property. However, Mayor
Pete Menke explained that even
though the town would be affected by
the issue, they would first need to
determine if it is appropriate or even
legal to expend town funds to affect
zoning on property outside of the town
limits.
The Council and townspeople in
attendance expressed sympathy for the
cause, and agreed that the existence of
an industrial zone in a residential area
would always represent a potential
problem. Ms. Foster and the Town
agreed that it would be an uphill
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fight.” Ms. Foster vowed to see it
through to the end, and the Town
agreed to discuss the issue among
themselves and solicit the opinion of
their attorney.
Mr. Jay Spruill, President of C.W.
Wright Construction Company, spoke
to The Monocle and said that his
company has been based in and
around Montgomery County for
“30 to 40 years,” and has been in
Clarksburg for about ten years. They
currently employ over 100 people
operating out of that location. However, as the county is forcing them to
move, “we just need a home.” Mr.
Spruill explained that, given high
gasoline prices, the company could
not “afford to go 50 miles up the road.”
When asked what his next move
would be if the Boyds CA and the
other people working on the relocation
were unable to find a suitable location,
Mr. Spruill responded, “I’m an eternal
optimist. With a two-year extension,
we’ll find something.” He added, “we
just want to be good citizens and good
neighbors.”

A bridge too low?

The Monocacy Monocle

Horizons
The preservation of a large tract
of land for equestrian activities
continues to move forward with the
development of The Woodstock
Equestrian Park north of Beallsville.
The facility, originally designed to
encompass 765 acres of land, will be
located in a area bounded by West
Hunter Road and Wasche Road on
the west side of Maryland Route 28
(Darnestown Road), with more
acreage added on the east side by
additional purchases. The park will
connect to trails leading to the C&O
Canal on the west, and to trails
leading to Sugarloaf Mountain to the
east.
At a recent meeting of the
Montgomery County Planning
Board, the “Facility Plan for Phase-1
Improvements” was approved with
three amendments. As reported in a
March 11 Draft Memorandum by
the Maryland National Capital Park
and Planning Commission’s (MNCPPC) Project Manager, Linda
Komes, the first amendment was the
purchase of approximately 78.75
acres of undeveloped land on the
west side of Route 28. This will
result in a net gain to the Park of
about 50 acres. The balance will be
designated for development of three
lots fronting Route 28.
The second amendment allows
for “flexibility in siting future
facilities based on input from the
“Friends of Woodstock” (a private,
non-profit support group) and the
M-NCPPC’s own consultants and
engineers. This flexibility primarily
concerns the location of riding
arenas, including an indoor arena.
The outdoor arenas, under the
existing Master Plan, are located in
the east portion of the park, and
under the amendment they would
remain in the east portion, but not
necessarily in the same places. An
“alternate location” for an eventual
indoor riding arena on the west side
was also secured by this amendment.
The third amendment allows
vehicles without trailers to access
the park from Wasche Road. This
entrance is for visitors coming to see
the cultural and historical features
of the property. Traffic with horse
trailers would be limited to the main
entrances on Darnestown Road,
where trailer parking is available.

The Commission is depending on
the Friends of Woodstock to assist with
the development of the park, and to plan
facilities and activities at the park.
The two major sections of the park
will have separate entrances on Route 28,
and each has been named by its benefactor. The western portion of the park is the
Moritz Greenberg Equestrian Center,
named after the father of Mr. Morris
Greenberg of Washington, DC, who
donated 375 of the 411 west side acres for
equestrian activities, and subsequently
sold the remaining 36 acres to M-NCPPC.
The east portion of the park was
previously the 345 acre Brewer Farm, and
was purchased from Mr. William
Rickman, Sr. of Potomac. This section is
“dedicated to the memory of Mr.
Rickman’s great-great-grandfather,
Dr. William Rickman, a surgeon and
physician for the English during the
French and Indian War.”
The historic and archeological
features of the park are considerable, and
a great deal of effort and expense has
gone to identifying and preserving
buildings and artifacts. The Master Plan
describes a number of these resources,
including small Seneca sandstone and
frame farm buildings on the east side of
the park. These were once part of 1102
acres known as “Woodstock Manor,”
once owned by George Washington and
used for fox hunting and farming during
his Presidency.
Some of the older buildings were
demolished in the 1980s with the blessing
of the Historic Preservation Committee,
and the Seneca sandstone from those
buildings was used to build the monuments at the Darnestown Road entrances.
Confederate cavalry Major General J.E.B.
Stuart passed through the woods and
farms on the property and then north on
Darnestown Road in 1862 while returning from a raid in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. His troops eventually crossed
the Potomac River at Whites Ford to
escape their Union pursuers.
On the west side of the park the
historical inventory includes buildings
and ruins from the Mary Fisher (Jones)
Farm, including the Seneca stone barn,
east of Wasche Road, “a highly significant example of a late-eighteenth century
or early nineteenth century English
barn.” Earlier references to parts of this
property include “Willson’s (or Wilson’s)
Delay,” “Eleven Brothers,” and “The
Whole Included.”
The park is scheduled to open in part
in the fall of 2004. For more information
contact the Friends of Woodstock at
Info@montgomeryparksfnd.org.
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Youth Sports
Cheerleading Is a Big Time Sport
Dickerson’s Pam Jamison and her
partner Pat Ravich created United AllStars, Inc., which has taken competitive cheerleading and dance to the next
level in our area. Pam and Pat have
been involved in youth cheerleading
and dance programs for twelve years.
They opened the doors of the 8,000
square foot facility, located at 5400
Yukon Court in Frederick, in August
of 2003.
Their veteran coaching staff is
USA-certified in tumbling and they
offer classes, clinics and private
lessons. Pam Jamison says, “we
wanted to have a veteran coaching
staff ready, willing, and able to enhance any child’s love for the sport of
competitive cheerleading.” Furthermore, they look to offer a program
where “all kids can work out safely
and effectively,” and, “to include some
of the best coaches for teaching cheer
and dance and tumbling so that the
girls could grow and move forward
with their talents to higher levels of
competing.”
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The program will expand this
spring with tryouts in May for many
new teams at all levels. They will
become the United Spirit in the upcoming season, bringing together many
new kids and talents by joining forces
with the Frederick Spirit Program,
which is currently directed by Nicole
Haight. For more information you can
call Nicole at 301-371-0313.

PHS Spring Sports Season
Getting Into High Gear
The entire Poolesville area looks
forward to the unfolding of more super
sports stories from PHS. The players,
coaches, and students are warming up
in their excitement for the coming
spring season. So far the year has once
again been remarkable for local sports
and the excitement looks to continue as
the players participate in spring sports.
Even during the damp and cold
practice days they have exhibited an
intense focus and high energy level. As
the coaches bark their instructions and
the athletes perform their utmost, The
Monocle will highlight the importance
of sports as it helps our kids develop
their talents, build character, and
strengthen their understanding of the
importance of team effort.

POOLESVILLE AUTO
Complete Auto Service

Coach Gant preparing the team with infield drills.

ST. PETER’S PARISH

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE
20100 Fisher Ave., Poolesville

Used Car Sales
For Info Call: (301) 349-2073

Paint & Auto Body
All Insurance Welcome

Household items, clothing, linens,

John Monroe
301-349-3880

jewelry, toys, furniture, gardening, sports equipment,

Fax 301-349-3886

Donations Accepted 4/17/04 to 4/20/04

* Free Body Estimates

19920 Fisher Ave.
Poolesville, MD 20837

computer items and lots of other terrific stuff!

We Employ ASE
Certified Technicians

Sale Dates & Times
Thursday 4/22 5pm – 9pm
Friday
4/23 9am – 9pm
Saturday 4/24 9am – 3pm

