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The famous Poolesville prickly pear
cactus? Not quite. See the Garden on
page 5.
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By Rande Davis
legacy of service to the
community was celebrated appropriately
on Valentine’s Day, February 14 at
the Poolesville Memorial Methodist Church. Members, spouses, and
friends of the International Order of
Odd Fellows Lodge #97 came together
to toast the good works of this organization which is now 150 years old.
It is a testament to the value of their
service to the community that the
organization has such a long history. To honor this accomplishment,
the Poolesville Day Committee has
announced that the IOOF #97 will be
honored at this year’s Poolesville Day
festivities on September 20 as Grand
Marshalls of the parade.
The Independent Order of Odd
Fellows (IOOF) began in the mid-1700s
as the Patriotic Order in England. In
1819, the American IOOF was founded
in Baltimore by a gentleman named

Thomas Wildey. Mr. Wildey was born
in London, England in 1782. He was
left an orphan five years later, and the
IOOF pledge to “Educate the Orphan”
sprang from his personal childhood
experiences. At the age of fourteen,
Wildey went to live with an uncle. After nine years of schooling, he became
an apprentice to a maker of coach
springs. He joined the British Odd Fellows in 1804.
The full mission of the Odd Fellows is to exalt the virtues of friendship, Tom Dillingham (left), Grand Noble of
love, and truth. Its original mission was IOOF Lodge #97, welcomes the Maryland
state deputy grand master, Edward
for members to honor their duty to visit
Addison
Foreman, Jr., as a special guest
the sick, bury the dead, and educate
at
their
150th anniversary dinner.
orphans.
How the organization came upon
is simple: Fostering love, truth, and
its name is a matter of some debate, but
friendship is not joke.
one explanation seems to satisfy most.
During the 150-year history of
The original members came from the
Lodge
#97, the organization has susworking class in areas of trade labor
tained
its
mission through good times
that sometimes was not fully identifiand
bad.
At
times, membership slipped
able (think odd jobs). Somehow the
to
just
five
or
six men. The group had
odd name has weathered nearly four
hundred years of bad jokes. The reason
-Continued on Page 17.

Rev. Charles Hoffacker:
Shepherding St. Peter’s to
a New Rector
Doff your tophat and break out the
diamonds, this is the place to be for a
night on the town. Find out more on
page 10.

Has Big Brother has come to the Up
County? See Tidbits on Page 20.
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Three PHS students testify in
Annapolis. See School News
on Page 9.
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By Rande Davis

The people of St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church may not exactly have been
wandering in the desert like the Israelites following Moses for forty years,
but these past two years certainly has
challenged their resiliency, to say the
Interim rector, the Rev. Charles
least.
Hoffacker, of St. Peter’s Parish. He is
It has been nearly two years since
the Rev. Stephen Hayward announced the 34th rector in the 216-year history of
the Poolesville’s Episcopal church.
that he would retire as rector after
serving St. Peter’s for twenty-three
church, and her decision to leave
years. At about the same time, St.
brought a great deal of consternation
Peter’s assistant to the rector, Cindy
to many, especially parents, in the
Simpson, needed to leave in order to
congregation. If losing two popular
experience another Episcopal church
leaders at nearly the same time wasn’t
as part of her preparation for ordinachallenge enough, the church also
tion. She had been a primary leader
was entering into its final stage of a
in the educational programs at the

long-term building project, and as
anyone who has ever participated in
a new building project can attest, it
is something that can challenge the
strength of even the most stable of
congregations.
Into this mix of change, challenge, tribulation, and hope entered
the Rev. Charles Hoffacker. He was
chosen by a search committee and the
vestry, the church’s governing board,
to serve as interim pastor—someone
to shepherd the flock until a permanent priest could be selected. While it
is something like a “supply clergy,”
the position is much more formal and
structured. It is more properly viewed
as a transitional clergy and as such has
become a specialty calling, one with
its own set of challenges and demands
during an exciting time of transition.
The Rev. Hoffacker, or Father
Hoffacker, or just plain Charles (he
-Continued on Page 19.
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Sponsored by: Selby’s

Market Your IGA Hometown Food Store

The Oddfellows joined in celebration of Lodge #97’s 150th anniversary:
Spencer Schmidt, Tony Pirone, Jack Shawver (rear), Michael Schuman
(Grand Noble of the Baltimore City Lodge), and William Poole.

Intrepid Democrats braved the snow at the
Barnesville polling place during the Chesapeake
Primary. Voter Peter Eeg is on the outside.

Five generations gathered for this picture: greatgrandmother Frances (Billy) Poole of Poolesville,
great-great-grandmother Ida Williams,
grandmother Linda Willis of Frederick, and
Rebecca Palmisano, and her two sons Jackson
(four weeks) and Hayden Palmisano of Johnsville,
Maryland.
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Attending the IOOF Lodge #97 Anniversary dinner were:
Henry and Kathleen Hamm and Linda Humbert (Grand
Matriarch of the Grand Encampment of Maryland) and
her husband, Richard (Grand Scribe to the Sovereign
Grand Noble for the state of Maryland).

Montgomery County Council President Mike
Knapp addressing the Monocacy Lions at a recent
meeting at the P.B. Dye Golf Club.

Three generations together at the Town of Barnesville dinner:
Grandmother Kitty Cooley, with granddaughter Megan Fedders and
daughter Lisa Fedders.

Four generations together at the Town of
Barnesville dinner: Great Grandmother Ida
Lutz, with Grandmother Jane Price Parsley, and
Christopher Parsley and his eight-week old son,
Joseph Andrew Parsley.

February 22, 2008				

Arena
Paul “Eddie” Kuhlman:
President of the Town of
Poolesville Commissioners
By Rande Davis
It’s February and we are just over
halfway through the year—the 2007
fiscal year, that is. This is the time of
year for the town commissioners to go
through their work sessions preparing
a new budget for the fiscal year 2008
which will start on July 1, 2008.The
Monocle met with commission president, Eddie Kuhlman, to talk about the
upcoming budget, priorities, and to get
his take on a number of town issues.
First, before turning to the interview,
we thought some background on Eddie Kuhlman would be helpful. Eddie
and his wife, Doree, graduated from
Wheaton High School together and have
been married for thirty-seven years. The
Kuhlmans have resided in Montgomery
County all of their lives and have lived
in Poolesville for thirty years. They have
three grown children: two daughters,
Heather and Christina, and one son, J.D.,
who lives locally and owns Kuhlman
Lawn Services. They have one grandchild, Kylie.
Beyond his real estate business
and serving on the commission, he is
involved in his church, Our Lady of the
Presentation, as chairman of its finance
council which oversees the finances and
the budget of the church.
Eddie spent fifteen years as an auto
mechanic and at one time was part
owner of a garage. He left that field
when the gas crisis hit and also, as he
puts it, “Cars were getting smaller, and I
was getting bigger.”
He began delivering fuel oil for
Griffiths in the winter and when summer came he drove a tractor trailer.
When the owner of the tractor trailer
sold the rig, he considered selling his
house and starting his own truck business. About that same time, he began a
friendship with Allen Belt a local dairy
farmer, and when the real estate deal
fell through and the truck business idea
did not go forward, he acted on Allen’s
suggestion and he farmed in the summer, and delivered oil in the winter. For
two and half years, he dairy farmed on
the Spates’ Farm which had ninety head
and he tilled the fields growing corn, soy
beans, and hay. He has been a volunteer
on the Ag Advisory Board of Montgomery County which helps set agriculture
and Ag Reserve policy.
In 1986, Eddie got his real estate
license and went out on his own in 1989.
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While he has done some residential
real estate from time to time, he deals
primarily in land and commercial real
estate.
In the late eighties, he joined a local
activist group, the Greater Poolesville
Civic Association, which got him interested in public issues. He eventually
expanded his interest in public issues
and ran for commissioner in 1990, winning by fourteen votes.
He lost his re-election bid in 1994
due to the Saudi Annexation issue,
something he supported at the time,
but, in hindsight, he says he’s glad it did
not happen. For six years, he continued
to attend town meetings and in 2000,
when the town was having the water
problems, he ran with a platform that
was really quite simple: “I can get you
water. I know the landowners, I know
the farmers, and because of my real estate business, I know how to negotiate.”
In 2001 he became the president of the
commission.
The Monocle: What are your priorities and concerns regarding the upcoming 2008 fiscal budget?
Kuhlman: The number one priority is not to charge the town taxpayers
any more money. They are going to get
hit bad enough by the state and county.
Contrary to reporting elsewhere, the
commissioners have handled the finances of the town very responsibly, and we
are in a fortunate position since we are
looking at a surplus instead of a debt.
It’s always a need to balance the
needs of the town against how much the
taxpayer can afford to pay. I know personally I am really reaching a limit on
the other taxes and there will be changes
around my house, so I don’t think we
will increase anybody’s taxes.
Monocle: Tax rebates are in the headlines. The commission has considered
rebating to residents the $600,000 set
aside for possible cleanup of the alpha
emitter and radionuclide concerns of the
MDE. Is a rebate from the town something we might see this year?
Kuhlman: Fortunately, it appears
the alpha emitter issue has been resolved and we are okay with that, but
the radionuclide concern has popped
up, and we won’t have any definitive
answers on that by the time the budget
needs to be adopted. That could cost
nothing or it could require considerable
funding since it could involve treating radioactive waste. It is going to be,
probably, another year before we get
any definitive answer. We may have to
treat the problem if it really does exist.
-Continued on Page 20.
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Commentary

Rush and Me
By John Clayton

The great Chesapeake/Potomac/
Beltway presidential primary has come
and gone, with two very clear winners walking away with most of our
precious delegates and virtually all of
the momentum; however, the hottest
race in our reporting area was actually
off the radar for those in the western
part of Montgomery County and the
southern part of Frederick County, but
dead center for our more eastern readers. In District 4, which includes the
Clarksburg area, Democratic congressional incumbent Al Wynn lost in a
heated rematch with challenger Donna
Edwards. If you ever want to see a
strangely-drawn congressional district,
District 4 is the place. The boundaries
grab our friends in Clarksburg and
then wind east and south through Laytonsville, Olney, and along the eastern
and southern District line, eventually
ending up somewhere near Fort Washington and Indian Head Highway. The
boundaries move with purpose, avoiding some areas and gobbling up others.
This was drawn either to achieve racial
parity or to defeat former District 8
congressman Connie Morella, or both,
depending on whom you ask. If I remember correctly, Congressman Wynn
didn’t do too well in the Clarksburg
area in the 2006 election. It may be interesting to see how often Ms. Edwards
bothers to visit the northwestern frontier of her district this time around. Her
Republican opponent in the general
election, for those of you keeping score
at home, will be Peter James, who is
described as a “Ron Paul Republican.”
We’ll soon see how the Ron Paul stuff
plays out in Fort Washington.
For those of us in both parties
who try to occupy something we call
the political center, there are some
encouraging trends—particularly on
the Republican side. I admit to being
a Democrat, which is somewhat of an
oddity out here, and I have enjoyed the
tolerance of my Republican friends for
one so misguided. I am actually quite
comfortable with many of the tenets of
conservatism, although probably more
as a fiscal conservative than a social
conservative. (Who knows, maybe I
am a Ron Paul Democrat and don’t
know it.) But this sympathy with
conservative principles doesn’t bring
me anywhere close to the sentiments
of the Republican right wing, and I
confess to enjoying their pain over the
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ascendancy of Sen. John McCain as
their presumptive nominee for president. We have had almost eight years
of right wing policies but the voting
public is now rejecting them, and I
think the country is the better for it.
As we all know, it is a cycle, and it will
swing back in time, but I do not believe
it will swing back to the same crowd. I
hope it will swing towards a wiser and
more center-of-the road orientation. It
may, at that time, even be an improvement. Only time will tell.
The person that has enjoyed the
marginalization of the Republican
right wing even more than I have is,
of course, Rush Limbaugh, whose
show is the flagship of conservative
talk radio. He is in high dudgeon, his
favorite state I am sure, over the rout of
the right wing. He and others of his ilk,
including the right wing’s court jester
Anne Coulter, have been gnashing
their teeth and rending their garments
over the course of the Republican
primary. I have read more about these
folks in the past three weeks than I
have in the past three years. They are
all over the news. Business is good, and
they must be very pleased with that. I
had no idea we could all be so happy
at the same time.
And on top of that, spring training
has started.

Letter to the Editor
Dear Rande:
I think I have told you before how
much I always enjoy reading Jack
Toomey’s Local History column. A
lot of it I have remembered from my
childhood, such as the articles dealing
with the “Maryland House” nursing
home in Germantown, which was still
standing in the 1960s, and the brutal
murder of Mr. Snyder in Snyder’s
store at Quince Orchard Road on
Christmas Eve in the early 1960s,
which I remember very vividly, having grown up in Darnestown.
I was particularly interested in the
“Mills Murder Mystery” of 1927 published in the January 25 edition of the
Monocle. Even though that was well
before my time, I found it fascinating,
for reasons I will explain: The victim,
Edward Mills, was my great uncle.
His widow, Bertha Roberts Mills, was
my great aunt and the sister of my
grandfather, Charles H. Roberts.
And here I’ll provide a little history of my own. Their father’s farm,
the farm of my paternal great-grand-

father, was located on Turkeyfoot
Road in Darnestown. There were three
children that I know of, my grandfather Charles, Bertha, and Grace, all of
whom are buried in the Darnestown
Presbyterian Church Cemetery.
My grandfather, Charles Roberts,
married Elizabeth Curtis in 1916. She
grew up on her father’s (my paternal
great-grandfather’s) farm located on
Route 107 across from what is now
the turf field (up until a few years ago,
you could still see the chimney standing from the long-ago farmhouse),
with three siblings that I know of: Barnard, who worked at the Liberty Mill
in Germantown and built a small bungalow in Darnestown (torn down for
a subdivision about five years ago);
Polly, who married Howard Carter
and lived in Darnestown until their
deaths (their house was torn down for
development about twenty years ago);
and Frederick, who lived on Route 118
near its intersection with Route 28 (his
small frame cape cod house which he
built is still standing).
Getting back to the particular article, I remember very well my Great
Aunt Bertha and visiting at her house
on Dufief Mill Road regularly during
my childhood. Actually, both of my

great aunts on my father’s side of the
family were widows. Grace (married
name Schwartzbeck) continued to
live on her farm located on Route 28
across from what was known as the
National Geographic site (and now
the GE building) until her death in
the late 1970s (that property is now a
subdivision).
You included a photo of Aunt
Bertha’s house in your article. Immediately adjacent to that house, a little
north and up the hill, is a small brick
cape code house that was built by her
son, my father’s cousin, Paul D. Mills
(whom I always called Uncle Paul),
a successful farmer and a founding
member of the Montgomery County
Agricultural Society. Aunt Bertha
passed away, as I recall, in the late sixties or early seventies. Paul Mills died
about fifteen years ago.
At least in front of me, while I
was a child, no one in the family ever
discussed the death of my great uncle
Edward. For all I knew, he had died of
natural causes; however, about twenty-five years ago, my father showed
me a pistol he kept and told me it had
been taken from the alleged murderer,
-Continued on Page 21.
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Garden

A Desert Garden
By Maureen O’Connell
In several of my past columns, I
have discussed gardening practices
in relationship with the environment.
There are many ways to work with
nature to reduce our dependency on
ways and means that are damaging
to our planet. One way is to include
more native plants in our garden
designs. They have learned to survive
under stressful conditions by adapting to their environment. I believe that
plants and animals living in a desert
location exhibit the most dramatic
example of such an adaptive and symbiotic relationship.
Two weeks ago, I was in Scottsdale, Arizona, and I visited the Desert
Botanical Garden. Founded in 1939,
it is nestled amid the red buttes of
Papago Park and hosts the world’s
finest collection of desert plants. Over
a space of fifty acres, the park has
outdoor exhibits that are home to
139 rare, threatened, and endangered
plant species from around the world.
Situated on the edge of downtown
Scottsdale, you can see in the not-toofar-away distance the two humps of
Camelback Mountain. Local people
call it “a bump in the ground.” In
comparison, it makes our Sugarloaf
Mountain really look like a mountain.
The park is divided into five trail
areas: the Desert Discovery Trail,
Plants and People of the Sonoran Desert Trail, the Sonoran Desert Nature
Trail, the Herb Garden, and the Desert
Wildflower Trail. Unfortunately, I was
about a month early for the wildflowers. The only flowering shrub I saw
was the Baja Fairy Duster. It is small
with light green leaves, a loosely
branched structure, and brilliant pink
to red puff-ball flowers.
I began my tour in the garden’s
newest exhibit, the Herb Garden,
which is designed with seven themes:
Sensory Garden, Tea Garden, Picante
Garden, Medicinal Garden, Wildlife
Garden, Mediterranean Garden, and
Culinary Garden. I like this idea of
grouping herbs in separate gardens,
depending upon their usage. This is
something that we could do in our
Monocacy gardens.
Whenever I visit or study about
herb gardens from different periods
of time or different parts of the world,
I am reminded of their timelessness
and universality. A peasant farmer or
monk in the Middle Ages in England,
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Thomas Jefferson at Monticello, and
I in Barnesville could be growing the
same type of herbs at different times
and places in history. Rosemary,
which thrives in dry, arid areas such
as Provence, grows equally well in
Scottsdale, Arizona and Barnesville,
Maryland. Many of our common
herbs come from areas around the
Mediterranean—oregano, sage,
thyme, and sweet marjoram.
As the name implies, the Picante
Garden is home to a cornucopia of
chili peppers. In Scottsdale, chili
peppers can be grown as perennials,
while in out area, they are annuals.
Not only do chili peppers vary in size
and shape, they also have a broad
range of “hotness.” How hot is hot?
The ‘Habañero’ is very hot, while the
‘Jalapeño’ is a mildly hot pepper.
The Wildlife Garden highlights
many herbs that can be grown for
many uses and can also be magnets
for attracting butterflies, birds, ladybugs, and bees to a garden. In this garden, I found yarrow, desert-willow,
fern-leaf lavender, monarda, passion
vine, Mexican bush sage, and tansy.
The Sensory Garden was my favorite. The many herbs in this garden
offer fragrant foliage, blossoms, stimulating textures, or colors that arouse
the senses. The plants growing in this
sunny, raised bed included luxurious bushes of desert-lavender, French
lavender, ‘Sweet’ lavender, rose-scented geranium, Chaparral Sage, and
Santolina.
In the Tea Garden, non-native
herbs grew in a nook shaded from
the strong afternoon sun. Some of
my favorite of these herbs, which I
also grow in my garden, were lemon
verbena, lemon grass, several mints,
and catnip.
The largest of the herb gardens
is the Culinary Garden. Depending
upon the season, this garden flourishes with garlic, shallot, dill, chervil, borage, coriander, nasturtiums,
flat- and curly-leafed parsley, fennel,
burnet, tarragon, and thyme, to name
a few.
What is a desert? For many of us,
the term connotes a vast area of endless, undulating sand dunes, baked
by a relentless, burning red sky. Gila
monsters, and parched plants and
animals crying out for water . Some
of these myths have a kernel or two
of truth, but, at a closer look, many
deserts are alive and flourishing with
many varieties of plants and animals.
The Desert Botanical Garden in Scottsdale sits on the northwest part of the
-Continued on Page 18.
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Humble Chef

Southwestern
Cooking
By Maureen O’Connell
Last year, a friend gave me a gift
of a cookbook, American Western Cooking: from the Roaring Fork, by Robert
McGrath. She lives in Scottsdale, Arizona, where McGrath is the chef and
owner of the restaurant Roaring Fork.
My friend knows that I enjoy cooking, and she wanted to share with me
some cooking ideas and recipes from
her part of the West. I didn’t have
any cookbooks specifically about this
region, so it was a much-appreciated
addition to my culinary library.
What is American western cuisine? For many, it is a combination
of flavors and ingredients commonly
called Tex-Mex. That is only a small
part of it. It is actually a combination of many factors. Traditionally,
southwestern cooking is dependent
on using foods that are indigenous,
or native, to the American West. Not
all of these foods have been in the
West since the beginning of time. Like
most regional cooking, it comes from
a big, melting pot of many different
foods and people. This cuisine has
been greatly influenced by the people
who established this geographic
region. Southwestern is America’s
oldest living indigenous cuisine, its
origins predating Plymouth Rock and
Jamestown. It follows a trail of corn,
fire-roasted chiles, and mesquitegrilled meat. The Native Americans
introduced us to corn, beans, squash,
and herbs. The Hispanics shared their
knowledge regarding chiles, tomatoes,
spices, and herbs such as epazote
(used as a leaf vegetable and herb
for its pungent flavor; used raw it
has a taste similar to anise or fennel),
cilantro, and cumin. The cowboys
and pioneers taught us about curing
and drying meats and smoking foods.
Western cuisine is about robust flavors
and bold and daring combinations of
foods and spices.
When I was in Scottsdale recently,
I checked out McGrath’s Roaring Fork
restaurant. Many of the recipes in his
book are included in his restaurant’s
menus. I had a hard time choosing
just one recipe to share with you. I
selected Green Chile Stew as it is delicious, easy to make, and a little bit out
of the ordinary.

Green Chile Stew

Serves 4
1 cup diced, raw hickory-smoked
bacon
¼ cup diced carrot
¼ cup diced white onion
2 tablespoons minced garlic
1½ cups roasted, peeled, and
seeded poblano chile purée*
2 cups chicken broth
2 tablespoons minced, dried New
Mexico green chiles (optional)
¼ cup cooked yellow hominy*
(canned varieties are widely
available)
¼ cup cooked white hominy
Kosher salt and cracked black
pepper to taste
½ cup grated Monterey Jack
cheese
4 (6-inch) flour tortillas
Heat a heavy pot over moderately-high heat, and render (cook the
fat until it is crisp) the bacon. Add
the diced carrot, onion, and garlic,
and then sauté until just tender. Add
the poblano chile purée, chicken
broth, dried New Mexico chiles, and
hominy, and bring to a boil. Reduce
the heat and simmer for 30 minutes;
then season to taste. For each serving, ladle into a soup bowl and top
with grated Monterey Jack cheese.
Lightly brown the cheese under the
broiler and serve with the warm flour
tortillas.
*poblano chile purée – Roast the
chile on your grill or under your electric broiler until the skin is charred.
Place the chile in a bowl and cover
with plastic food wrap to trap the
steam from the chile. This steam allows the skin to be peeled off easily.
Split the chile’s flesh with your fingers and remove the seeds. Purée the
roasted chile in a blender with just
enough fluid (water or chicken broth)
to allow the blender or food processor blades to purée the chile.
*Hominy – refers to corn without
the germ. Corn kernels are treated
with lye and steamed until the skins
come off, and the kernels are puffed
and look like white popcorn. It is
available both dried and canned.
Hominy grits, a favorite in the South,
is a cereal made from ground dried
hominy.
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Daytripper

Museums of
Frederick
By Frederic Rohner

In these cold and bitter days of
February, when the sky seems to always
be dreary and gray and the winter
winds are at their strongest, many
would say that there is little to do but
light a fire, grab a book and a blanket,
and wait for spring. But for daytrippers,
there are still many diversions to take
part in if the great outdoors are out of
bounds. Museums offer a great place
for daytrips even when the weather is at
its least hospitable, and there are many
wonderful museums to take advantage
of in this area, two of which are the National Museum of Civil War Medicine in
Frederick and the Clara Barton National
Historical Site, located in Glen Echo.
Civil War history is more prevalent
in this area of the United States than in
most parts of the country. It’s hard to
drive down the road without passing
sites of some of the bloodiest battles in
our nation’s history, and each battle-
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field seems to have its own park or
museum. Most visitors to these sites are
well aware that the practice of medicine during the Civil War was far more
rudimentary than it is now, but a visit
to the National Museum of Civil War
Medicine in downtown Frederick is an
eye-opening experience even for Civil
War buffs.
As elementary as medicine was
during the Civil War, prior to the War
Between the States it was even more
undeveloped. The National Museum of
Civil War Medicine shows the innovations made in medicine during the Civil
War from the creation of field hospitals,
which treated soldiers from both sides
of the conflict, to the use of anesthesia,
to the method of how wounded soldiers
were cared for on the battlefield and
afterwards by devoted doctors, nurses,
and volunteers. The National Museum
of Civil War Medicine illustrates the
effect the Civil War had on medicine,
playing a key role in its evolution from
a theory where imbalance was the
source of disease to one which took
into account the effects of microbes like
bacteria on the human body.
One of those many devoted and
courageous people who helped treat
wounded soldiers during the Civil War
was Clara Barton. As a young woman,
Barton nursed her brother David back
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to health after a bad fall and continued
her interest in medicine until the beginning of the Civil War. After the first
battle of Bull Run in 1862, she began
delivering supplies to wounded soldiers, and before long she was granted
permission to travel behind the lines to
help nurse wounded soldiers. After the
war ended, Barton became associated
with the suffrage and civil rights movements, working with Susan B. Anthony
and Frederick Douglass, but her largest
impact on history was still ahead of her.
While on a trip to Europe in 1870,
Clara Barton became involved with the
International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC), an organization dedicated to helping victims and soldiers in
war-torn areas, and upon her return to
the United States, she began campaigning for the recognition of the ICRC
within the U.S. She met with opposition
from some people who thought the
U.S. would never again face a war as
calamitous as the Civil War, and in response, she expanded the original goals
of the ICRC and made it the mission of
the American Red Cross to administer
humanitarian aid in times of crisis, be it
from war or natural disaster. With the
founding of the American Red Cross
on May 21, 1881, all of Barton’s efforts
came to fruition and she was named as
the organization’s inaugural president.
In the last fifteen years of her life,

Clara Barton resided in Glen Echo, and
her residence there is the location of the
Clara Barton National Historical Site.
The building was more than just her
home; it served as both the headquarters and warehouse of the American
Red Cross in the organization’s early
years. Visitors are treated to a tour of the
house, scheduled on the hour between
10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., as well as an
education in the unique history of the
American Red Cross and its devoted
founder, Clara Barton.
You don’t have to be a history buff
or a scholar of medicine to enjoy the National Museum of Civil War Medicine
or the Clara Barton National Historical Site. There is plenty to educate and
entertain visitors of these two great local
attractions. So if you’re suffering from
February cabin fever and looking for a
fun day trip, then bundle up and make
your way to these two fascinating museums in Frederick City and Montgomery
County. Just make sure you don’t freeze
before you get inside.
Upcoming Events:
National Museum of Civil War
Medicine—Museums at the Mall,
March 29, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Clara Barton National Historical
Site—Special performance of “Clara
Barton Red Cross Angel” by Mary Ann
Jung at 2:00 p.m. Open house between
3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.
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Local News

BCA Elects New
Officers
By Dominique Agnew
On January 24, the Boyds Civic
Association elected its new officers:
President Merritt Ednie, Vice President Jim McDaniel, Secretary Maggie
Bartlett, and Treasurer Steve Gibson.
Outgoing president, Melissa
Foster, had this to say: “I am thrilled
to hand the position of president over
to such a capable man who I know
will be supported by an excellent vice
president. I am also honored to have
served as president for so many years,
and would like to thank the community for wonderful support and the
opportunity to serve each of you as
your president. I would like to thank
Del Lamiman for his continual support and the excellent job he has done
as vice president, and I am sure will
continue to do, for the community of
Boyds. I could not have held successful meetings without his guidance of
proper wording and always precise
input. I would also like to thank Mag-
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gie Bartlett for all of the amazing minutes she takes (I have no idea how you
do it so well!) and thank Anne Davies
for happily filling in when needed.
You two have the patience of saints.
Lastly, Steve Gibson, thank you for
your meticulous record keeping and
uncanny ability to remember even the
slightest detail when it comes to our
BCA books. You are truly a gem.”
During her four-year tenure as
president, Melissa accomplished
much with her untiring enthusiasm
for her community, but she is quick
to point out that she did not achieve
these without help from the community: The Department of Transportation was alerted to and brought out to
repair those sections of country roads
that proved extremely dangerous
when black ice would form; she established a strong relationship with T.W.
Wright to prevent the arrival of large
trucks on Buckridge Court; she was
active in several endeavors to save
rural roads and to keep public water
and sewer out of Boyds; community
members will not quickly forget the
fight against mega-churches and
how she generally supported the Ag
Reserve and keeping the community
of Boyds rural.

Business Briefs
By Rande Davis

Maybe Starbucks Will Offer Oil
Changes

Poolesville Tire and Auto has
just started a new ten-minute, whileyou-wait Quick Lube service and the
waiting area may become so popular,
it may turn into a local hangout. They
are now offering free gourmet coffee, wide-screen TV, and free internet
for the techno-geeks who have to be
online every minute, even when their
oil is being changed.
Located in the heart of Poolesville
across from the old Bank Building
(the old Town Hall and soon-to-be
town museum), Paul Morrison told
the Monocle that he will open on
Saturdays to accommodate those who
really prefer to get this kind of service
done on the weekend.

Glad I Yoga Starts New Chapter

Yoga is really catching on in
Poolesville. Glad I oga recently started
offering vinyasa flow style yoga classes (a fitness type of yoga) at MUDO
USA, the local martial arts studio. As
the company continues to grow, its

founder, Maria Briancon, is charting
new territory, that of fashion design
and sales, specifically yoga apparel.
Briancon is selling a mixed collection (with some original designs)
of light-weight tops and fitted pants
with messages such as “glad I reflect”
and “Bliss” to women (and some men)
of all ages and sizes. “People who
practice yoga want to wear clothes
that are comfortable and affordable,”
Briancon explains. “This collection, in
fabrics such as soft cotton and thermal
regulating bamboo, allows students to
move with ease,” she continues.
The clothing line, available in
varying hues of black, brown, pink,
and blue, is designed to be worn in
layers, that is, “a tank top covered by
a shear long-sleeve tee, covered by a
hooded jacket over relaxed flares or
Capri pants.
“These garments work well on the
mat,” Briancon declares. “As students
start to warm up their bodies, they
can easily peel off a layer without
disrupting their focus,” Briancon
declares. “Then, after class, students
and non-students alike elect to wear
their figure flattering fashions off the
mat as well,” the new designer adds.
Briancon invites shoppers to visit her
-Continued on Page 16.
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School News
PHS Seniors Testify
In Annapolis
By Dominique Agnew
On February 5, 2008, Holly Defnet, Stephanie Kasprzak, and Lisa
Trope, all seniors at Poolesville High
School, went before the House Ways
and Means Committee in Annapolis
to testify in favor of House Bill 15.
Introduced by Del. Craig Rice of
District 15, the purpose of the bill is
to establish a task force to consider
creating indoor air quality standards
for classrooms in public schools in the
state of Maryland. This bill is a direct
result of meetings Delegate Rice had
with Holly, Stephanie, and Lisa, the
members of Students for Healthy Air
(SHA), a group at PHS dedicated to
seeing changes made in the quality of
the air at PHS that is causing sickness
among students and adults.
SHA first met with Del. Craig
Rice, Del. Kathleen Dumais, and
Sen. Rob Garagiola in May of 2007 to
discuss the problems with students
becoming sick and needing medication, and they talked about the need
for standards, citing GSA (General
Services Administration) standards
that are in place for government office
buildings. Presently, Montgomery
County Public Schools does not have
any standards which they are required
to meet for indoor air quality.
So far, the girls are seeing some
positive effects from their hard work.
MCPS has agreed to install better
quality filters in the air handlers, and
the coils on the older units not being
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replaced will be cleaned regularly.
While SHA is working to see change
at PHS, they’re also pushing on a bigger front. They feel everybody should
get a “chance to learn in a healthy
environment,” says Holly’s mother,
Sarah Defnet. After all, other schools
in the county have similar problems,
and the disparity in the quality of air
between schools is striking.
The girls became involved with
SHA through friends whose parents
were attending meetings concerning
air quality. Holly remembers being really frustrated at not receiving straight
answers from MCPS officials at the
meeting. Lisa says that MCPS didn’t
have to do anything because there are
no laws or standards in place concerning air quality. All three agree that
testifying in Annapolis was a unique
experience and that their testimony
was successful. Stephanie says, “I
thought the testifying went really,
really well.” She also thought that
their being an unexpected group was
an added bonus that got everyone’s
attention.
“It was a really good experience
for us,” Holly reiterates. “They were
actually listening to us, they really responded to what we were saying.” After their testimony, they spoke briefly
with Delegate Rice who felt that the
bill had a good chance of passing the
House to continue to the Senate.
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an avid golfer and bridge player.
Surviving is her sister, Dorothy
J. Elgin of Poolesville, Maryland, one
sister-in-law, Phyllis S. Frederick
of Florida, one stepson, Roger H.
Sheriff of Virginia, and many nieces
Mrs. Lucille Jones Sheriff, 91, of
and nephews. She will always be
Adamstown, formerly of Florida, died remembered by a special nephew,
peacefully on Thursday, February
Charles Elgin, Jr. and wife Donna of
7, 2008. She was the wife of the late
Adamstown.
Roger Sheriff, Jr. who preceded her in
She was preceded in death by two
death in 1988.
sisters, Bettie J. Newman and Rosalie
Born in Dickerson, Maryland,
J. Freeman, and one brother, John A.
she was the daughter of the late John Jones, Jr.
and Mamie Pyles Jones. Lucille was a
In lieu of flowers, donations may
graduate of Poolesville High School
be made in Lucille’s name to the
and attended Washington School for
Alzheimer’s Association of Greater
Secretaries. She worked for PEPCO
Maryland, 1850 York Road, Suite D,
Washington DC for twenty-five years Timonium, MD 21093-5122 (www.alz.
and retired as secretary to the vice
org/maryland).
president of PEPCO. Lucille was also

Lucille Jones Sheriff
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Center Stage

The Heart of the
Arts in Frederick
By Dominique Agnew

Over the past thirty years, the
city of Frederick has seen a strong
revival of the arts, and at the heart of
this renaissance has been the Weinberg Center for the Arts, a cultural
icon in Frederick for nearly a century.
The Weinberg Center for the
Arts began as the Tivoli Theatre
on December 23, 1926. Built to seat
fifteen hundred, the new theater
was immediately a huge success and
offered an elegance that was not to be
found elsewhere in the Frederick area.
The Tivoli had lush decorations of
crystal chandeliers, marble, silk wall
coverings, and leather seats. Ushers
wore uniforms, and managers wore
tuxedos. The building was elegance
defined.
Unfortunately, elegance didn’t
always mean comfort, and the Tivoli
Theatre lacked air conditioning—until
1938 when a horse named Challadon came along and took care of the
problem. The story is that Challa-
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Tivoli was not
only the height
of luxury, it
was the place
to keep cool on
those hot summer nights.
Eventually, by the
late 1930s,
ownership
of the Tivoli
changed hands
to a subsidiary
of the Warner
Brothers Corporation. As it
saw a decline
in attendance
due to the
The lobby of the Weinberg Center.
competition
with
television
don, a horse raised in Walkersville,
and
cinemas,
ownership
of
the
Tivoli
was brought to the Hollywood Gold
changed
hands
again
when
local
Cup race by his owner, W.L. Brann,
businessman, Daniel Weinberg, and
and Brann’s friend, Edward Thomas,
his wife, Alyce, purchased it in 1959
a patron of the arts at the Tivoli.
and renovated the theater to restore its
Somehow, Thomas persuaded Jack
original luxury. By the 1970s, the city
Warner of Warner Studio to bet on
of Frederick was deteriorating, and
Challadon—who subsequently won.
Warner felt he owed a debt to Thomas, the Tivoli suffered—but the Weinbergs and others saw the potential for
and Thomas asked him to install air
revitalizing Frederick with the Tivoli
conditioning at the Tivoli Theatre,
at its center. In 1976, during a fiftieth
something the owners could not afanniversary celebration, talks were
ford. Thanks to Challadon’s win, the
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begun about the future of the Tivoli.
Then Fate stepped in. The city of
Frederick as well as the Tivoli Theatre
were flooded, the mighty Wurlitzer
organ floating onto the stage. While it
looked like the end for this once majestic theater, various businesses and
individuals donated time and money.
In 1978, the Tivoli reopened as the
Weinberg Center for the Arts, having
been donated to the city of Frederick
by Daniel and Alyce Weinberg.
In the ensuing three decades,
Frederick has seen a strong resurgence
in the arts, and the Weinberg Center
for the Arts has been a successful part
of it. Funded in part by the Weinberg
Center for the Arts, Inc, a separate
non-profit organization that does
fundraising for the Weinberg Center, the Weinberg supports the arts
in many ways. It supports local acts,
helps local theaters, brings in national
talent, and is a fully functioning art
gallery with shows by local artists
in the lobby for one- or two-month
installations. “We’re proud that’s
happening,” says Stephanie Miller,
Marketing and Development Manager.
The Weinberg ultimately wants to be
an integral part of the community, she
-Continue on Page 15.
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Big Board
PRFL Winter Gala Set
The Poolesville Relay for Life
Winter Gala is now scheduled for
February 23 at the Double Tree Hotel
in Bethesda. This will be an elegant,
festive evening of dining and dancing. For more information, visit their
website at www.PoolesvilleRelay.org
or call Susan Vissari at 301-518-9807.
Book Lovers’ Windfall
If you want to build up your
library or just find a few great readson-the-cheap, the weekend of March 7
is your day of dreams. The Poolesville
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Library and St. Peter’s Church will
be holding used books sales which
will also have tapes, CDs, and DVDs.
While the simultaneous sales were not
planned that way, the combination
certainly works well for those in the
market for reading and other entertainment media. St. Peter’s sale begins
on Friday, March 7 from 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m., then again on Saturday
from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. The
Poolesville Library sale is Saturday
only from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Both groups are looking for
donations with the library accepting
items from March 3 to March 7 during
library hours. Items to be given to
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St. Peter’s can be dropped off at the
church, and for further information
you can call 301-340-2073.
Do You Want Help Learning English
The Poolesville Library, in cooperation with the Poolesville Presbyterian
Church, will be sponsoring an English
Conversation Club the second and
fourth Wednesday of every month.
This is a great time to practice and
improve English in a friendly setting. Registration is not required and
participation is free. February 27 is
the last one this month and all classes
begin at 7:00 p.m.
Local Authors Featured at
Book Signing
The Audubon Naturalist Society
is hosting a book signing party on
Sunday, February 24 from 5:00 p.m.
to 7:00 p.m. to celebrate the publication of the new paperback edition
of An Illustrated Guide to Eastern
Woodland Wildflowers and Trees: 350
Plants Observed at Sugarloaf Mountain, Maryland (University of Virginia
Press, 2008). Author Melanie ChoukasBradley and artist Tina Thieme-Brown
will sign books in the great hall of
the Woodend Mansion at 8940 Jones
Mill Road, Chevy Chase, Maryland.
They will describe the wildflowers of
Sugarloaf Mountain and discuss their
ten-year collaboration that led to the
creation of two books about the mountain. Refreshments will be served. This
is free and open to the public.

Focus on Business

Saturday Night’s
All Right for
Music
By Dominique Agnew
It’s winter. It’s Saturday night,
and maybe you’d like to go out for
good food and live music, but maybe
you don’t want to drive half an hour
or an hour. What to do? Go to Cugini’s, of course.
Cugini’s owners, Dennis and
Lynne Stillson, also noticed the lack
of entertainment on the weekends.
“When we moved down to the larger
location,” says Dennis, “we thought
there would be a lot of sit-down
business.” Unfortunately, he came to
realize that Saturday nights after 8:00
p.m. “are kind of dead.” After a little
brainstorming, they decided to try injecting a little life into a few Saturday
nights with music.

Library Special Event
The Poolesville Library will end
its Library Lovers’ Month activities
by sponsoring a popcorn and movie
night on February 27 at 7:00 p.m. The
program will feature a variety of short
movies chosen for preschoolers and
their families.
The Ahn Trio in Concert
The three sisters of the Ahn
Trio—violinist Angella, pianist Lucia,
and cellist Maria—are redefining
chamber music for a new generation
of listeners. Born in Seoul, Korea, and
educated at Julliard, the sisters push
the boundaries of standard pianotrio literature with their visionary
approach to music and innovative
collaborations with today’s artists,
including pop singers, painters, and
dancers. Don’t miss their high-energy
performance at the Weinberg Center
for the Arts on March 1 at 8:00 p.m.
Ticket prices range from $15.00 to
$30.00. For more information, visit
www.weinbergcenter.org or call 301600-2828.
Vertigo (1958)
James Stewart and Kim Novak
star in Alfred Hitchcock’s classic thriller showing at the Weinberg Center
for the Arts on March 2 at 2:00 p.m.
Tickets are $6.00 for adults and $4.00
for students and seniors. For more information, visit www.weinbergcenter.
org or call 301-600-2828.
The first one took place in January and featured local band, White
Noise. Drummer, Randy Dalrymple,
just happens to live across the street
from the Stillsons. The evening was
more than a success. The overflowing crowd was standing room only.
The comments from the happy crowd
not only praised the band, but many
people were thrilled to see friends and
neighbors—and to not have to drive
far to do it.
More Saturday nights are planned
for the enjoyment of the Poolesville
community. On February 23, another
local band, Off the Wall, will be featured. Comprised of members of nowdefunct bands, these six musicians are
playing for fun, “getting together and
doing a little pickin’ and grinnin’,”
says member Tinker Johnson. Other
members include Debbie Johnson,
Rick Carr, Chip Dietz, and Jim and Eileen Roach. They’ll begin performing
at about 9:00 p.m., and listeners can
expect to hear “a little bit of every-Continued on Page 16.
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Youth Sports

The Journey
By Jeff Stuart
It’s the journey, not the destination. Last season, that journey was
pure frustration for the first year
Clarksburg boys’ basketball team.
A first-year class 2A school with no
seniors, they were often matched
against 3A and 4A opponents. The
effort was there. In January 2007, the
inexperienced Coyotes almost defeated Paint Branch, a team that won
seventeen games, but it wasn’t until
December 11, 2007 that Clarksburg
finally recorded a victory. In recording that milestone win, the Coyotes
built an eleven-point lead over three
periods, and held on to beat visiting
Northwest, 42-39. They held Northwest to just five points in the second
period and got balanced scoring from
senior forward Marquis Franklin
(eight points), and senior guards Chris
Cabrera (seven points), Dominique
Boone (seven points), and Boubekaur
Bayoh, a transfer from Ohio, (seven
points). Boone had eight rebounds.
Franklin had seven. Bayoh had seven
rebounds and three steals.
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Ten days later, the Coyotes posted
their second consecutive home win
and second victory ever defeating
the Rockville Rams, 39-33, improving their record to 2-3. Another senior
guard, Eddie Raff, led all scorers with
fourteen points. Boone had eight and
Bayoh had seven points and eight
rebounds. Cabrera had just one point
but seven rebounds, three steals, and
two blocked shots.
This season, the Coyotes have
been more competitive, but wins have
been hard to come by. The average
margin of defeat has been twelve
points as opposed to twenty-five a
year ago. They have made modest
strides, but they need to be more consistent. They still have a ways to go on
the journey.
“The kids are playing really hard
and are improving greatly,” said head
coach Cliff Elgin. “We just have not
been able to get over the hump and
get the wins. We’ve got to do a better
job of taking care of the basketball in
crunch-time and knocking down freethrows in the final minutes.”
There have been outstanding
individual efforts. In a heart-breaking
70-69 loss at
Seneca Valley (8-2) on January 18,
the speedy Cabrera scored a personal
and team record high twenty-nine
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points on eleven
of nineteen shooting, hitting four
three-pointers.
That was as fine
a performance
as any guard in
the county has
turned in this
season. Franklin
scored eleven
points against the
Screaming Eagles
grabbing nine
rebounds, sophomore forward Sam
Collins had nine
points and Raff
The Clarksburg Coyotes. Photograph by Sue Apple.
had seven. The
Coyotes led by
nine at halftime,
Conaway hit a three at the buzzer to
but Seneca’s Bruce Massey hit the field send the game into overtime. Cabrera
goal and free throw with four seconds led the scoring with sixteen points.
left to steal the win.
Bayoh and Franklin had fifteen each
On January 22, the Coyotes again
and Boone had eleven. There was
fell just short, losing to Wheaton, 57a balanced rebounding effort too.
53.
Franklin and Bayoh had seven each.
“We had a two-point lead when
Cabrera and Raff each had six. The
Wheaton hit a three with twelve secCoyotes led by seven at the half.
onds left to take the lead,” said Coach
On January 29, the Coyote squad
Elgin.”
On January 25, the Coyotes lost
-Continued on Page 14.
another thriller in overtime to Northwood at Clarksburg. Northwood’s Jeff
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Health

Winter Fitness
Tips
By David Barga
Staying fit during the winter months
can be very challenging. When the cold
rolls in, outdoor exercise becomes more
difficult, the winter blues can set in,
and curling up with some hot cocoa is
far more inviting than wearing three
layers for a two-mile run. Here are some
precautions a good winter athlete should
take, and some ideas on how to keep in
shape even after old man winter has put
a few inches of snow on the ground.
An easy way to avoid the trials
and tribulations associated with winter
exercise is to avoid the winter climate
altogether. Swimming is a low-impact
aerobic workout and swim centers often
have indoor pools that are open yearround. Some fitness centers offer indoor
tracks for running during the cold season. Health clubs have ongoing promotions you can take advantage of to find a
gym that is best suited for you.
So you’re ready to brave the elements? One thing many winter athletes

Youth Sports

The Power of Two
By Jeff Stuart
Two games with first-place Damascus (12-0) have highlighted the
Poolesville Boys High School (10-8) season so far this year; but two games each
with third-place Seneca Valley (9-8),
and last-place Rockville (1-18) tell much
about how the season unfolded. Two
with 3A East Bethesda-Chevy Chase (117) tell some more. What these numbers
do not tell is that seven of the twelve
players on Coach Tom Lang’s squad are
freshmen and sophomores.
Before the tenth game of the year
on Wednesday, January 23, 2008 at first
place Damascus, Poolesville’s record
stood at 5-4. Poolesville trailed by
sixteen early but had come back to take
the lead over the Swarmin’ Hornets
by five at the half. The Falcons had the
lead, 50-47, with just a few minutes left
in regulation, but with nine seconds left,
Damascus point guard Mac Minturn,
who scored a team-high sixteen points,
hit two free throws with the game tied
at 50-50 to seal the win. Led by Minturn
and Greg Marshall (ten points), Da-
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do not realize is that dehydration can
creep up on you in the cold. The cold air
suppresses our ability to feel thirsty, even
though the body needs just as much water as during the warmer seasons. Keeping warm enough is another obstacle.
Common knowledge states that layers
are the way to go, though how to layer is
not always quite so simple. The bottom
layer should be a wicking type material,
to draw sweat away from the body in an
effort to conserve body heat. The middle
layers’ function is warmth, and the outer
layer should be a breathable, waterproof
jacket to keep atmospheric moisture
away from the body.
The saying goes, “A glass of warm
water has more calories than a glass of
cold water.” This statement is not quite
true, but is on the right track. The body
must burn calories in order to warm the
cold water, while the warm water requires no warming, and thus no burning
of calories. The same goes for the air we
breathe. The same workout routine performed in the winter as opposed to on a
hot summer day will burn more calories
simply because the air brought into the
lungs must be warmed up. The result
will be more rapid fatigue and should be
taken into consideration.
Every individual has different needs

mascus hit four three-pointers in the
first quarter. In the second quarter,
sophomore guard Kevin Baker, who
had a game-high twenty-seven points,
converted on nine of ten free-throw attempts. ‘‘They’re an experienced team,”
said coach Lang. ‘‘They made the plays
at the end.”
The rematch came on Friday, February 8 at Poolesville. Poolesville led by
eleven at the half. This time, the Falcons
made the plays at the end. Baker, who
had a game-high sixteen points, scored
the first five points in overtime and the
Falcons ended Damascus’s nine-game
winning streak, 50-46. Sophomore guard
Brendan McFall made two free throws
with six seconds to go to secure the
victory. Junior Chris Soper had twelve
points and senior Dan Camillo had
eleven. The Falcons had clearly matured
over the course of the season. This game
was the season’s crowning moment to
date. It completed a series of revenge
match ups with league opponents.
On December 21 2007, the Falcons
had lost the first of two encounters with
Seneca Valley (8-9), 57-54, at home, but
on January 29, at Seneca Valley, the
Falcons turned the tables on the local
rival Screaming Eagles, winning 66-62 in
the second.
Then on January 31, at home, the
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and abilities, so every person’s workout regime will be different. It is very
important to speak with your doctor or
a qualified professional if you have any
concerns about putting together a winter
workout. Different types of asthma can
flare up with cold air or aerobic workout,
and especially during the winter, extra
precautions should be taken. Knowing
the signs of hypothermia and frostbite
are essential, and exercise should be
terminated at the first sign of them.
Keeping fit or getting back into
shape takes time and commitment.
Working out through the winter months
to start getting in shape makes it all the

Falcons really had a score to settle. Three
weeks earlier, on January 4, 2008, at
Rockville, the Rams (1-18) had won their
only game of the season at Poolesville’s
expense, 43-35. ‘‘We didn’t feel we
showed our best in that game,” said
Coach Lang, in an understatement. This
time, McFall scored a team-high fifteen
points. Baker had twelve, and Soper had
ten. The Falcons won, 47-38, over the
Rams.
Poolesville was not originally
scheduled to play B-CC (11-7), a 3A East
State finalist last year, twice, but both advanced to the final of the Cougar Shootout holiday tournament on December

easier to continue once spring arrives.
Staying in shape through the cold season
and maintaining your figure makes getting back into a bathing suit that much
easier.
The information contained in this article
is for general reference only and not intended
to be used as a substitute for consulting a
licensed medical professional. The writer
assumes no responsibility for actions taken
by the reader and the results of those actions.
David Barga is co-owner of MuDo USA in
Poolesville. He can be reached at poolesville@
mudousa.com

28 at Quince Orchard High School. In
that game, the Falcons prevailed, 44-43.
Soper and Baker led the scoring with
twelve and eleven points respectively.
The second game came a month
later, on January 25, 2008. The Falcons
scored forty-four points again, but the
Barons won a hard-fought 47-44 victory.
McFall had a team high sixteen points
for the Falcons. B-CC star, senior Austin
Cooley, who had been out of the lineup
since breaking two fingers in a game at
Damascus in mid-December, came off
the bench to score five points. Cooley
-Continued on Page 23.
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“CHS Basketball” Continued From
Page 12.
passed another milestone, recording their first road victory ever. They
defeated the host Rockville Rams,
63-50. Sophomore forward Jeff Gatling
led the way with a career high sixteen points. Boone had fourteen, and
Raff had thirteen. Bayoh had nine
rebounds.
The next four games were an
equal mix of highs and lows—beginning with a few lows. The end
of January saw the Coyotes lose to
Watkins Mill at home, 71-67, then to
Poolesville, 52-44, on February 4 at
Poolesville.
On the following Wednesday,
Damascus (11-4) defeated the visiting
Coyotes, 80-62, clinching the Montgomery 3A/2A/1A West division title.
Clarksburg got balanced scoring from
Raff (fourteen points), Boone (twelve
points) and Cabrera (eleven points),
but it was not enough.
Playing their third game in a
week, on Friday, February 8, the Coyotes posted their fourth win and third
at home, defeating Seneca Valley, 5857. Two free throws made by Cabrera
with just sixteen
seconds left sealed
the victory. Cabrera
led all scorers,
again, with sixteen points as the
Coyotes repaid the
Screaming Eagles
for a one-point loss
at Seneca Valley in
January, a game
they led by nine at
the half. Clarksburg
trailed by nine at
the half this time
and had to stage
a winning rally
of its own. Boone
had twelve points
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and Bayou, ten. These are the types of
games on which rivalries are based.
Cabrera leads the team in scoring (10.3 points per game). Bayoh is
second in scoring (9.4 per game) and
leads in rebounding (6.1 per game).
Franklin is second in rebounds (5.0
per game). Cabrera and Boone lead
the team in steals. Eddie Raff has
come on strong. He is averaging 7.4
points per game, but has scored in
double figures in three of the last
four. The Coyotes are learning. The
spirit is good. There is even a Coyote
Basketball Mix (“Ten percent love, ten
percent skill, fifteen percent concentrate–the power of will.”) with footage
of practice on YouTube.
The journey so far for the Clarksburg basketball team has taken many
detours. Coach Elgin would be the
first to tell you it has taken longer
than he would have liked to get to this
point, but the Coyotes are back on the
highway and there are good things to
come.
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“Weinberg Center” Continued From
Page 10.
adds, where people travel or stay in
Frederick instead of visiting Baltimore
or Washington, D.C.
Annual events that the community
looks forward to every year include
the Nutcracker, A Christmas Carol, the
Capitol Steps (a political satire), and
the Messiah Sing-Along. The variety of
musical, dance, or theatrical acts and
movies at the Weinberg is wide and
varied, with the big shows regularly
selling out.
The Weinberg always has an
unusual variety of films being shown
throughout the year. They try to
choose “movies not really seen” anywhere else, says Ms. Miller. Sometimes
the eclectic mix of movies shown at the
Weinberg includes classic silent films
accompanied by the original Wurlitzer
organ, as silent movies were originally
shown. The Wurlitzer is the only original theater organ of its kind in the state
of Maryland. It, too, has had its share
of refurbishments, the last being right
after the flood of the seventies. It can be
heard during classic silent movies and
holiday sing-alongs.
It’s been roughly thirty years since
the last renovation, and the Weinberg
is due again. This summer there are
plans for interior upgrades, new seats,
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and other projects to keep the feeling of
grandeur. “That’s very exciting for us,”
says Ms. Miller.
While the Weinberg is still in the
planning stages for the 2008-2009
season, there are still some fantastic
shows scheduled for this spring. On
March 1, the world-renowned Ahn
Trio will be performing. The three
Korean-born, Juilliard-trained sisters
perform classical chamber music with
refreshing modern influences on the
piano, cello, and violin. March 15 will
bring the Tommy Fleming Band, Irish
performers, to the stage. Then the end
of March will find a children’s production of Alice in Wonderland on the stage,
then a bluegrass performance featuring
Seldom Seen, and Doyle Lawson and
his Quicksilver Band.
After many years of revitalization
in downtown Frederick, the changes
are vibrant throughout the city, and
at the heart, the Weinberg has established itself as part of “a destination for
people to come [to a show],” adds Ms.
Miller, “and go to dinner and go shopping and make an event out of it.”
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“Business Briefs” Continued From
Page .
website at: www.glad-i-yoga.com
for a more detailed description of her
apparel offerings.

safety experts from across the globe,
from government agencies, manufacturers, retailers, testing laboratories,
and consumer organizations to discuss and debate critical product safety
issues relevant to today’s political and
economic environment. The symposium was covered in part by C-span.

Ross Koeser of Poolesville is
executive director of the International
Consumer Product Health and Safety
Organization (ICPHSO), which he
founded fifteen years ago. ICPHSO
is an organization dedicated to the
health and safety issues related to
consumer products manufactured and
marketed in the global marketplace.
ICPHSO attracts an international
membership of health and safety
professionals who meet annually to
exchange ideas, share information,
and take leadership roles in addressing health and safety concerns affecting all consumers. ICPHSO members
represent government agencies
(local, state, federal, international),
manufacturers, importers, retailers,
certification/testing laboratories, law
firms, academia, standards writing
organizations, media, and consumer
advocacy groups.
On February 18, 19, 20, and 21,
ICPHSO brought together product

Pope’s Public Mass Will Be Produced by Local Man’s Firm

Global Conference on Consumer
Product Safety Has Poolesville
Connection

Ajay Patil, who resides in Frederick and is the managing partner of
Showcall, Inc., an event production
company based in Maryland, was
selected by the Archdiocese of Washington D.C. to produce Pope Benedict
XVI’s public Mass at the new Washington Nationals baseball stadium on
April 17, 2008. Over 40,000 attendees
are expected.
Showcall, Inc. will provide stage
and set design and layout, audio
visual production, and overall show
direction of the Mass. Showcall will
utilize its unique skill set in producing
high-profile, high-threat-level events
and will coordinate with the Washington Nationals to host the first major
event in its new baseball stadium.
Showcall will work closely with GEP
Washington.
“We are deeply honored to
participate in Pope Benedict’s visit,

and, of course, we are delighted that
the planning committee has agreed
that Showcall’s resume of large-scale
special events and lighting, audio and
video equipment inventory are the
right fit for executing a Papal celebration of this significance and magnitude.” said Ajay R. Patil, co-founder
and senior partner of Showcall, Inc.
“Cugini’s Music” Continued From
Page 11.
thing,” says Tinker—“everything shy
of rap,” he adds.
On March 15, prepare for the
Janglebachs, “Survivors of the Woodstock Generation,” according to their
website. They specialize in mostly early sixties covers, with the addition of a
few more modern tunes—if they’re of
the jangle variety. The Janglebachs are
based in Laurel, and there may be a
cover charge that night.

Dennis says it’s not as easy as it
sounds to line up groups to perform, but he’s real pleased to see
friends and neighbors coming out
for an evening of music in a congenial atmosphere.
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“Oddfellows” Continued From
Page .
to endure and overcome a fire that
destroyed their I.O.O.F. building at the
corner of Fisher and Elgin Roads. (The
Poolesville Barber Shop and Brenda’s
Salon occupy the first floor.)
The Odd Fellow mission today
is similar but more expansive than its
origins. The support of widows and
orphans remains a keystone part of
their service. Until just a few years ago,
the Maryland Odd Fellows provided
retirement facilities in Frederick.
Bill Hossler, Jim Sporey, Ralph
Cooley, and Foster Hough are four of
the longest participating members, to
name just a few. Foster Hough received
a special certificate of achievement as
the senior member, having been part of
this group for fifty-one years.
Through their raffle and fruit sale,
the amount of good they perform is
remarkable. Every year, they provide
two $1,000 scholarships to deserving
graduates of PHS. At Christmas and
Thanksgiving they provide meals for
families in need.
One of their pet projects is Hands of
Love. Useful items that some no longer
need, but others find essential, are made
available to those with little or nothing.
Ever wonder what happens to all those
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leftover items from rummage sales?
They’re not thrown away. The Odd
Fellows pack them and drive them to
distribution locations in West Virginia.
Every year, they quietly give funds
to Alzheimer Research groups, the Red
Cross, organizations working on heart
problems, and diabetes. They also unceremoniously find ways to help when
emergencies arise. After the house fire
at the Fernandez home on Gott Street,
one of the first to stop by was a representative of the Odd Fellows wanting to
know how to help.
Working with school administrations, they provide many $50 savings
bonds as recognition for the community
service by our young people.
Thomas Dillingham was re-elected
as the Grand Noble of Lodge #97 this
year and was installed during the February 14 dinner.
Through all the material assistance
they provide, perhaps the most meaningful gift is more important than even
clothes or money. Twice a year at a
holiday party and a spring picnic, the
Odd Fellows host a dinner for the widows, widowers, and others who may be
alone and welcoming of the chance to
break bread and share friendship. Their
special gift is letting people know a
simple truth: they are cared for.

Page 17

February 22, 2008

The Monocacy Monocle

“Desert Garden” Continued From
Page .
Sonoran Desert, which covers approximately 120,000 square miles. This is a
huge area that includes southwestern
Arizona, southeastern California,
most of the peninsula of Baja California, and the state of Sonora, Mexico.
It encompasses such an extensive
variety of flora and fauna that botanists and zoologists have found it to
be one of the richest in the world. It
is unique among deserts in that the
topographical characteristics of the Sonoran desert region are so diverse that
almost any setting imaginable can be
found within its boundaries. You can
go from harsh, uninhabitable lands to
areas of rolling hills and grasses so tall
that one might swear you are standing
in the midst of a prairie of long ago.
Plants in the desert play a very
important role. They are the only
organisms that make their own food.
All animals, including humans, obtain
nutrients from plants or from animals
that eat plants. Without plants, there
would be no animal life on Earth.
The rigorous conditions of a desert
magnify the interrelationship between
plants, animals, and the environment
and their ability to adapt. They have

adapted to the extremes of heat and
aridity by using both physical and
behavioral mechanisms, much like
desert animals. These types of plants
are called xerophytes. In the Desert
Botanical Garden, I saw many examples of this phenomenon.
All cacti are succulents, which
are plants that are able to store water.
There are succulent plants in fifty
plant families, including the cactus
family, of which there are more than
two hundred species native to the
Americas. When I think of Arizona, I
picture the saguaro (suh-WAH-row)
cactus. It is the state symbol on their
license plates. This strange sentinel
of the Sonoran Desert, which sometimes grows as tall as fifty feet, grows
naturally only in the Sonoran area of
Arizona, Sonora, Mexico, and a small
area of California. It can survive for
several months without water, but
when the short rainy season comes, it
has the ability to store up to six tons
of water. Driving around the area of
Scottsdale and about seventy miles
out, you would see these tall cactus
sprinkled across the scrubby hills,
often standing alone like single, green
utility poles. In the higher elevations
around Sedona and Flagstaff, there
were none. They are replaced by coni-

February 26 is
THANKSGIVING IN FEBRUARY
10% of Daily Proceeds to Benefit
the Hungry and WUMCO

FEBRUARY SPECIAL MARCH SPECIAL
LASAGNA DINNER CHICKEN BREAST
Garlic Bread, Salad
And Dessert!

Stuffed with country stuffing and
covered in herb chicken gravy.
Served with your choice of
Vegetable of the Day/Salad/Dessert

$16.99

$14.99
301-972-7443

Fisher Avenue, Poolesville
Hours:

Mon: 4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. -Tues. Thru Thurs: 11:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 11:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m. - Sun. 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

fer trees. Because of its massive size,
the interior of the saguaro maintains
a fairly stable temperature. In the
daytime, this temperature is usually
several degrees cooler than that of the
air outside. On cool nights, however,
the interior of the plant is warmer.
This feature makes the saguaro an
ideal desert home for many species of
birds.
The bursage is another example
of symbiosis. You will often see
underneath these plants small cacti.
The bursage acts as a “nursery plant”
protecting the young cactus from the
harsh rays of the sun, until it is able to
survive on its own.
The creosote bush is a classic
desert plant. It exhibits a typical
desert adaptation in the development
of leaves that are small enough to
check the loss of water during periods of extreme heat and dry air. This
rather nondescript shrub is the most
prevalent plant in the Sonoran Desert, probably because it is the most
drought-adapted perennial there. It
can drop its leaves to reduce water
loss and, during the worst droughts,
it even dies back to the ground. Then
when it rains, the plant revives and
flourishes—like the mythical phoenix.
The ocotillo is another desert plant that
exhibits a striking example of drought
dormancy. This apparently lifeless
bundle of thorny sticks can grow a
full crop of lush, green leaves after a
warm rain. They then fall off the plant
when moisture is no longer available.
I saw this same trait in several plants
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in Kenya last October.
In the Plants and People of the
Sonoran Desert Trail, there were
many examples of desert plants used
for food, construction, tools, basketmaking, and more. The agave plant
was particularly versatile in its many
uses. Early Native Americans used it
for food, roasting them in pits. They
grew it as a crop, which provided
them with beverages, fiber, medicine,
and soap. Today, it is best known as
an ingredient in tequila, the Mexican
alcoholic liquor.
Uses for these and other desert
plants are not just confined to past
generations. These centuries-old
plants are very important future
resources. As they can be grown with
less water than many other crops, they
have become important and widely
grown commercial crops. They are
used in making such diverse products
as cosmetics to airplane tires.
Our deserts show us that Nature
is not an adversary to conquer and
destroy, but a storehouse of knowledge and experience linking man to
all things past and present. Conserving our natural environment, be it
the deserts and mountain ranges of
the Sonoran Desert, the meadows,
fields, woodlands, or backyards of our
Monocacy country, or the Chesapeake
Bay and its watersheds, is a task we
can’t leave until tomorrow. Our future
well-being, and those of future generations, depends upon it.
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“Hoffacker” Continued From Page 1.
answers to all three), has been a fixture
in Poolesville now for nearly eighteen
months. As the search committee has
begun to narrow down its list of candidates for permanent replacement, we
wanted to learn more about him and
his perspective on interim ministry.
Reverend Hoffacker, a native
Philadelphian, celebrated his twentyfifth year of ordination recently. He
is a graduate of St. John’s College in
Annapolis and Nashotah House Theological Seminary in Wisconsin. He has
served as a university chaplain, rector
of two parishes, and as a convocation
dean. This is his second interim assignment.
He is married to Cindy Guthrie,
the senior children’s librarian for
Montgomery County. They live in the
Cleveland Park section of the District
of Columbia with their thirteen-yearold daughter, Sophia Hoffacker, who
attends the Washington Latin School, a
public charter school in the District. He
spends some nights in Poolesville, and
enjoys the combination of country and
urban living.
Charles contributes articles and reviews to a variety of publications. His
book A Matter of Life and Death: Preaching at Funerals (Cowley Publications)
presents an approach to preaching at
funerals. His sermons for various occasions in the church year are available through internet sites including
episcopalchurch.org, lectionary.org,
and SermonWriter.com.
His role and objectives as an
interim priest are really very formally
structured. A part-time caretaker
pastor he is not. His mission goes far
beyond simply maintaining an effective ministry to fill a gap until someone
new can be selected. It is a complex,
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purpose-driven function.
In common with many interim
pastors, Charles recognizes five developmental tasks that need to occur
during an interim period. A parish
seeking a new pastor cannot shift into
neutral and coast along. It is a living
community which continues to experience change.
The first task is that the parish
come to terms with its history and its
relations with previous clergy. This
involves grieving the loss of what was
or what could have been, together with
celebrating what was accomplished.
The second task is for the congregation to discover or rediscover its
special identity. “It’s a time for imaginations to get going.“
Another task is dealing with shifts
in leadership roles. It is a time for new
leaders to emerge, past leaders to come
forward once again, and for current
leaders to find new roles.
Still another task is to renew and
rework the parish’s relationship with
its diocese so that each becomes a more
effective resource and support to the
other. The Diocese of Washington has
been very helpful to the search for a
new rector. Through its outreach to
Richmond, South Africa and its youthdriven service known as CRE-8 (a worship service overseen by the pastor but
designed largely by teens and parents),
St. Peter’s has presented its diocesan
community with new and effective
models for a new ministry.
The final developmental task is
to build commitment to the incoming
rector’s leadership so that the parish
can move into its future open to new
possibilities for witness and service.
Before St. Peter’s became a parish
in 1792, it was Eden Parish located in
the Chapel of Ease, Beallsville, dating

Potomac Riverside Stables
VERY REASONABLE RATES
Horse Boarding, Instructions, & Leasing

Full quality care and self-care
Poolesville – 301-972-8187

www.potomacriversidestables.com
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from 1768. In that time, the church has
had thirty-four rectors starting with
the Rev. Nicholas Lane. Twenty-two
served less than five years. The Rev.
Guy H. Crook held the record of thirteen years (1929-1942) until 1982 when

Steve Hayward came to Poolesville.
By some time this summer, a new
name will join the roll call of rectors,
and St. Peter’s will begin yet another
new chapter rich with opportunity.

Marketplace
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“Ed Kuhlman” Continued From
Page 3.
We think it doesn’t. Nor is it at a point
where treatment would be needed to
be immediate even if it the state does
decide to require it. So we will show the
money in the next budget as restricted
funds—restricted to treat this if necessary, and ultimately, if we do not have
to spend, then I guess we would give it
back, but right now we need to hold it.
Monocle: What are some of your
concerns and new proposals?
Kuhlman: I am concerned that
grants and other (state and county) resources won’t be there this year as they
have been in the past.
I have proposed a new way to handle raises this year to employees. Bob
Roit (private citizen who attends most
town meetings and often makes suggestions when the meetings are opened
up for public comment) has pointed
out that businesses don’t give blanket
raises like the government. So the cost
of living index is 4.1% this year, and we
will put that in the budget for salaries
as a total. I want an annual assessment
of each employee, and I want the town
manager to make recommendations for
each employee.
Monocle: We know you are pleased

Shelby Lynn
Geraci’s Winning
Essay
“Oh, say can you see by the
dawn’s early light...” Ah, the words
of Francis Scott Key! Those beautiful
words that ring over and over, calling
to me. I just love the way he brought
out the real beauty of me. Hey, wait.
I’ll get back to him later, because I
have a great story to tell. The story
of my life! I am the Star Spangled
Banner, Old Glory and the Stars and
Stripes. At your service. My life has
taken so very many turns and been
over so many bumps. Our nation held
me together, and we boosted each other up in tough times. My life started
with Francis Hopkinson, when I was
born in 1777. He was a lawyer, a patriot, a congressman, and he even signed
the Declaration of independence. I
waited 35 years of my life after Francis
designed me, for the famous poem by
Francis Scott. The National anthem
was born on the night of the war of
1812. Even though I wasn’t unfurled,
I “gave proof through the night” that
the fort was still alive, and running. I
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that the town has gone a long way in
securing a strong water supply. Beyond
that, what are some of the accomplishments you are most pleased with.
Kuhlman; Hiring Wade (Wade
Yost, the town manager) is probably my
proudest accomplishment because there
were colleagues who did not even want
to interview him for the job. I considered
him to be one of our best employees and
to not interview him would have been
a slap in the face. He did an excellent
interview, and he has done a fine job.
The biggest accomplishment of the
present-day commissioners I serve with
now would be the CEDC (Community
Economic Development Committee),
expanded social activities and use of the
parks (the movies, holiday lights), and
new improvements we have brought
idbto town. The water infrastructure is
at a better state than it has ever been, the
sewer relining is something we completed. I don’t think the everyday taxpayer
realizes all this stuff. You have to keep
your foundation solid or it is all going to
fall apart.
Monocle: Finally, what are your biggest disappointments?
That we are accused from time to
time of not putting out information to
the public. I think that we have gone

flew proudly and free that day watching the British turn and retreat from
Baltimore Harbor.
I witnessed the civil war with its
slaughtering defense to keep us together as one united nation. When the
first shots were fired in Fort Sumter,
my body writhed in never- ending
contortions. After much fight, us as
a nation won our battle. I flew high
in New York in celebration. A while
later in the next couple chapters of my
life, a tragic event occurred. The twin
towers came tumbling down, due to
a planned crash by a plane. On 9/11
I flew strong for our nation! I don’t
believe anyone could ever make up
for what was lost. Even to this day,
our nation still aches. In fact, as I lay
here now in the Smithsonian, I think
about the many battles though out
my life that have been victorious, and
some tragic. Our nation will always
have something to be proud of. We
have survived the tough times, and
are “one nation, under God..”
“Oh, say does that Star-Spangled
Banner yet wave? O’er the land of the
.Free, and the home of the brave!!”
P.S. Please come see me some
time!
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well beyond previous commissions to
do that. I am disappointed in the lack of
involvement by volunteers in the vacancies on different boards in town.
There are some in town that you
cannot agree to disagree with. I mean,
you state your case, you argue your position as well as you can, you hope your
point comes across, and then you take a
vote on it. Then you move on. Too often
people cannot let go.
My biggest disappointment: I
would love to hear more from people.
I live here, I work here, I recreate here,

Tidbits
VFW Awards Patriot Pen Prize to
Shelby Lynn Geraci
Judy Holt, representing the Ladies
Auxiliary of the John M. Carter VFW
Post 9862 in Gaithersburg, presented
Shelby Lynn Geraci of John Poole
Middle School with a certificate as the
winner of the VFW Patriot Pen contest. Patriot Pen is a nationwide competition that gives students in grades
six, seven, and eight the opportunity
to write essays expressing their views
on democracy.
The VFW sponsors a similar
contest which is an oratorical contest
for high school students called Voice
of Democracy. High School students
interested in entering the Voice of Democracy competition should contact
VFW Post 9862 (211-K North Frederick Road, Gaithersburg, MD 20877)
for rules and submission process. The
deadline to accept candidates is March
31, 2008.
The award was presented during
the JPMS honor roll assembly where
120 students received recognition of
achieving the distinction of making the
honor roll.
Watch Out!
Permanent Speed
Cameras Are Now
Watching You
You may be
pleased to learn that
those white vans in
town that have the
cameras to catch
speeders have left
town. For those with
lead feet that’s the
good news—well, not
really. The bad news
is that they have been
replaced by permanent
cameras. On top of that,
the cameras are now

and I serve here, but I don’t hear enough
from the people. My phone doesn’t ring.
I get a few calls, but not what I would
expect. I realize that in today’s dualincome households with sports, extracurricular activities, and homework,
parents don’t have time to come to these
meetings, but I have a business line and
a house line, and I make no secret where
I live—come by. I would love to hear
what you have to say—whether it’s a
gripe or a compliment. Give me a call.
I would love to hear more from more
people.

two-way, meaning they will catch you
coming and going.So where will they
be located? One set will be on Fisher
Avenue near Our Lady of the Presentation, and the other set will be as
you leave town near the county pool
entrance. Consider yourself warned.
New Floor for PHS Stage
Thanks to the success of the
Poolesville Performing Arts Showcase Tea that took place last October,
enough money was raised to purchase new flooring for the stage at
Poolesville High School. Fortunately,
Fran Ichijo of Hope Garden Ballet was
preparing to expand her ballet studio
at Healthworks and needed to replace
her floor. The dance flooring she was
replacing was in outstanding condition and was able to be purchased at a
fraction of its true worth. Beth FayardJones and the Poolesville Performing
Arts Showcase Fund would like to
thank Fran Ichijo as well as all those
who contributed time, money, and talent to help in this endeavor.

Judith Holt, of the Ladies Auxilary of
the VFW Post #9862 and Shelby Lynn
Geraci.
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whom he stated was a disgruntled
former farm hand/handyman employed
by Edward Mills. Apparently, after the
accused’s trial, the prosecutor gave that
firearm to my great Aunt Bertha, who in
turn gave it to my father. I suppose they
did things differently back in the 1920s.
My father passed away in 2003. Unfortunately, I did not find that pistol in his
personal effects after his death.
Also over the past twenty-five years
or so, I have heard various versions
and theories from distant relatives as to
possible reasons for the murder of my
great uncle other than the note that was
pinned to the victim’s body implicating
the deceased in an amorous relationship with an unnamed young married
woman.
Most interesting and perhaps
bizarre, but nevertheless not beyond
the pale of possibility, is the theory that
a distant relative related to me several
years ago after substantial research of
his own, including review of the public
records and interviews with various
persons living in the community at the
time of the crime. His deduction was
that the murder was related to the Ku
Klux Klan, and the note pinned to the
deceased’s body was simply provided
to throw off the police investigators.
Wait a minute, you might ask, wasn’t
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Edward Mills white? Yes, he was, but
that would not necessarily spare him
from the possibly fatal mistake of crossing the Klan in 1927.
You have to put the crime into the
proper perspective and appreciate the
time and circumstances of Montgomery County in the 1920s. During the
1920s, the Klan reached its zenith, with
at least fifteen percent of eligible voters
(meaning men) nationwide publicly
avowing their membership in that organization—the actual membership was
probably much higher—and the Klan
was very much a part of Montgomery
County, including many responsible
white businessmen and farmers. Today,
we think of the Klan as simply a racist
organization, but keep in mind that the
Klan’s motivations during that period
of the early twentieth century were not
only grounded in racism, but an equally
fervent, if not even more intense, hatred
of Catholics and, for that matter, hatred
of any white person who did not subscribe to the Klan’s edicts.
The theory which was related to me
several years ago by that distant relative is that Edward Mills, as a responsible member of the community and a
respected Montgomery County farmer
(and farmers were for all intents and
purposes the entire business community of Montgomery County at that time),
was requested or instructed by the Klan
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to take or join in some action against
someone as directed by the Klan, most
likely a Catholic. If that theory is true,
then the specific requested action is
unknown and has been lost to history. However, it is my understanding
that he not only refused, but further
threatened to expose the Klan’s plans,
perhaps criminal in nature. That was a
transgression that the Klan could not
accept, and for that transgression, the
theory goes, Mr. Mills unfortunately
paid with his life.
That theory further implies that his
murder was intended as a message to
anyone in the community that would
refuse to faithfully tow the Klan line
when directed to do so; and the note
pinned to his body accusing him of
marital infidelity was simply to provide
a false lead for the local police to point
their investigation in another direction.
It is my understanding from this theory
that many in the community, including
many of the over five hundred people
attending his funeral at the Travilah
Baptist Church as reported in your
article strongly suspected that Edward
Mills was targeted and murdered by
the Klan, even if they did not know the
identity of his murderer, but none of
them dared speak publicly to that effect
for fear of befalling a similar fate.
True or not, that’s an interesting
theory to an unsolved murder. If nothing else, it serves as an example of how
very far we have come in the last eighty
years or so.
It is my understanding from other
relatives that there is a second theory
that my great uncle actually was more
than a mere farmer: he may have operated an illegal still in the woods of his
farm and may have been killed by rival
bootleggers.
Of course, there is that which was
related to me by my father, that my
great uncle simply met his fate at the
hands of a disgruntled former farm
hand/handyman.
Each of those theories, of course, assumes that the note pinned to the body
accusing the victim of an amorous relationship with some unidentified young
married woman was simply a ruse or
red herring for investigators.
Did Samuel Robertson murder my
great uncle Edward Mills? Don’t know,
but he was, after all, acquitted by a jury
of his peers. Was he the disgruntled former farmhand/handyman as described
by my father? Maybe. Was the pistol my
father revealed to me the actual murder
weapon? Who knows, but it supposedly
came from the accused. Was the Klan
involved in this murder? Hard to say.
Was Edward Mills a bootlegger? Don’t

know that either.
Or did he, in fact, have a relationship with some young married woman
whom to this day remains unknown
and unidentified? In other words,
was this a murder, a crime of passion,
grounded in affairs of the heart, or a
criminal conspiracy by the Klan, or carried out by rival bootleggers, or just a
farmhand that had a score to settle with
his prior employer?
After eighty-one years, I seriously
doubt we’ll ever really know the answer
to those questions, but it does make for
some interesting Lost History.
Sincerely,
William J. Roberts

Editor’s Note:
The Local History article, “The
Mills Murder Mystery,” was the product of a yearlong research project that
included reading the archives of the
Washington Post and the Washington
Evening Star. Over thirty newspaper
articles were identified and used as
research material for the story. In
addition, the only person still living
today who was actually at the crime
scene was interviewed.
A thorough review of the newspaper articles from the 1920s revealed
that the farmhand referred to by Mr.
Roberts was never considered a suspect by the police, states attorney, or
defense team retained by Samuel
Robertson. In fact, he was not a former
employee as described by Mr. Roberts. He was present at the farm and
alerted the victim’s son and wife after
hearing the shots. There is nothing in
the newspaper articles or trial testimony that indicates that he was a
disgruntled employee.
The gun that Mr. Roberts was told
may have been the murder weapon
was actually taken from the home
of the brother of the farmhand and
later eliminated as a possible murder
weapon after testing by a government agency. Mr. Roberts also raises
the possibility that the Ku Klux Klan
could have been involved in the
slaying. At no time during the trial
of Samuel Robertson did the defense
counsel, some of the most outstanding attorneys of the time, raise that
possibility; nor did they argue that the
farmhand could have committed the
murder.
We have posted the original
story by Jack Toomey on our website,
www.monocacymonocle.com.
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Commercial Display
Morningstar
Welding, LLC
COMMERCIAL, FARMING, &
RESIDENTIAL WELDING
We service snow plows

301-349-2702

17612 Elgin Road – Poolesville

HELP WANTED
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Things to Do
February 22
AARP Income Tax Assistance
Free for Senior Citizens
Poolesville Library
Call 240-777-2577 for Appointment
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
February 23
Poolesville Relay for Life
Winter Gala Celebration
Doubletree Hotel – Bethesda
$75.00 per person/$140.00 per couple
6:30 p.m. to midnight

The Monocacy Monocle
Relay for Life Basket Bingo
St. Mary’s Pavilion
Doors Open: 5:30 p.m. Games: 7:00 p.m.
Two Raffles – Twelve Door Prizes
Refreshments Sold
$20.00 at door
Land and Nature Discoveries
Roadside Cleanup – Barnesville
Volunteers meet at Monocacy Elem.
School
1:00 p.m.
February 25
Book Discussion Group
Poolesville Library

Police Blotter: Past and Present
By Jack Toomey

their milk to the city.

Present
January 29 19100 block of Munger
Farm Road. Theft.
February 1 19300 block of Whitaker Drive, Poolesville. Residential
Burglary.
February 5 A student at Northwest High School was struck by a
school bus while it was turning onto
Great Seneca Highway from Richter
Farm Road. The student was in the
crosswalk, and it is believed that he
manually activated the pedestrian
signal but had entered the roadway
while the pedestrian signal was red,
indicating that it was not safe to cross.
The student was taken to Suburban
Hospital with minor injuries and
released. The student was ruled at
fault for crossing against a pedestrian
signal.
February 9 19600 block of Fisher
Avenue. Commercial burglary.
Past
February 24, 1949 Montgomery
County Police arrested twenty-five
teenage youths and charged them
with a wave of thefts that had been
happening in the county. Police had
previously arrested almost forty
teenagers. Questioning of the youths
brought forth about $350 worth of
wheelbarrow tires and radio equipment stolen mostly from construction
sites. A police captain said, “Many of
them are from the finest families.”
February 24, 1947 Montgomery
County dairy farmers were forced to
dump about forty thousand gallons of
milk over the weekend because snowclogged roads kept them from getting

February 26, 1953 A Martinsburg
man went on a shooting spree because
neighborhood dogs bothered him,
police said. The man was arrested
after Montgomery County Police surrounded his house armed with tear
gas grenades. Police said that the man,
who had recently been discharged
from the military, was firing a .32 caliber revolver in the general direction of
neighboring houses and that the only
casualty was a cocker spaniel which
was wounded slightly.
March 2, 1942 A new control map
which showed all details of civilian
defense for Montgomery County was
to be tested that night. All activities
of the civilian defense forces, which
included the police and fire departments, were scheduled to be on duty
during the blackout from 8:00 p.m. to
6:00 a.m.
March 4, 1912 James Lumdsen,
a coachman on the James M. Ford
dairy farm at Wheaton, was attacked
as he slept in the coachman’s house
by an unknown man. Authorities
believed that the assailant was lured
to Lumdsen’s quarters by the seventy
dollars savings that he had concealed
beneath his mattress. Lumdsen was
taken to the Emergency Hospital in
the city suffering from twenty-two
separate wounds, and doctors used
over a hundred stitches to repair the
wounds. Although every blow caused
a wound, his skull was not fractured.

Getting Mother’s Body
By Suzan Lori Parks
7:30 p.m.
February 26
Popcorn and Movie Night
Special Event at Poolesville Library
Various Short Movies for Pre-schoolers
7:00 p.m.
February 27
All School Concert
Monocacy Elementary School
7:00 p.m.
February 28
Storytime – Three to Six Years
Stories, fingerplays, and music
10:30 a.m.
February 29
AARP Income Tax Assistance
Free for Seniors
Poolesville Library
Call 240-777-2577 for Appointment
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
March 1
Ahn Trio in Concert
Weinberg Center for the Arts
8:00 p.m.
March 2
Vertigo
Weinberg Center for the Arts
2:00 p.m.

“Power of Two” Continued From
Page 13.
averaged 20.7 points through B-CC’s
first three games of the season. ‘‘It’s a
good thing we don’t have to see them
again,” B-CC coach Steve Thompson
said, respectfully. Coach Lang missed
the game due to an injury, so PHS’s
athletic director, Fred Swick, coached
the game in his absence.
At the start of the season, the
Falcons, after going 8-14 in the 20062007 season, were looking to improve,
but they lost their first two games of
the year, at home to Northwood (8-9),
37-32, and on the road to a very good
Georgetown Prep team (16-7 and third
Interstate Athletic League Conference
behind Bullis and Episcopal), 65-41.
Against Northwood, on December
7, 2007, Baker had twelve points and
Junior Chris Soper had eleven, but the
Falcons still came up with their lowest point total of the year. Soper and
McFall fouled out of the game. Against
the Little Hoyas, on December 11,
Baker had seventeen and sophomore
guard Brendan McFall had sixteen, but
Poolesville was overmatched.
The tides turned on December 14
when the Falcons beat a solid Brunswick team (10-7 and second in the
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March 4
Open House
Monocacy Elementary School
For Parents of Incoming Kindergarten
students
7:00 p.m.
March 5
CHS Band Concert
Clarksburg HS auditorium
7:00 p.m.
March 7
Book & Media Sale
St. Peter’s Parish
Children Books, CDs, DVDs, Tapes
Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
March 8
Used Book Sale
Poolesville Library
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Home Game Varsity Sports
PHS – Girls’ Basketball:
Feb. 26 – Northwood – 7:00 p.m.
Boys’ Basketball:
Feb. 26 – Northwood – 5:15 p.m.

MVAL Antietam League), 38-33, posting
their first win of the year. Baker had
fourteen points and McFall, eleven.
In other games, the Falcons beat
Quince Orchard, 68-64 on December 27
in the first round of the Cougar Shootout. Poolesville swept two from division
rival Clarksburg (4-14), winning 59-39
away and 52-44 at home. They split two
with Watkins Mill (5-5), defeating the
Wolverines, 49-41, at home and losing,
57-51, at Watkins Mill. On January 19,
they beat host Catoctin (3-13), and on
February 11, they lost the second of two
games with the Brunswick Railroaders,
at Brunswick, 48-43.
Led by sophomores, McFall and
Baker, junior Soper, and senior guard
Matt Robillard, the Falcons are learning
quickly and gaining confidence. They
are looking forward to the playoffs.
Baker leads the team with 18.6 points
per game. McFall averages 10.9, and
Soper, 9.6. Baker leads the Falcons in
three-point field goals with 3.3 per
game while shooting an outstanding
45.5 percent from beyond the arc. In
rebounds, McFall leads the team with
5.1 per game, Soper grabs 5.0 per game,
and Robillard pulls in 4.6. Camillo leads
in assists with 5.1 per game. McFall
leads the team in blocks.
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